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Dear Foreign Minister,

The forthcoming international Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, 4-5- March 2013 in Oslo, is a crucial opportunity to renew dialogue between governments and civil society on the elimination of nuclear weapons. We urge [NAME OF YOUR COUNTRY] to attend this important meeting at the senior official level. 

As part of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), we understand that the conference will provide for expert level consideration of the humanitarian implications of the intentional or unintentional detonation of nuclear warheads. We hope that all governments will come to Oslo prepared to discuss this in an informed manner. 

If only one nuclear weapon were ever to be used again in a populated area, the thermal heat, the shock waves and the radiation effects would immediately kill hundreds of thousands of civilians. Several decades after the initial explosion, the lingering effects of nuclear radiation would continue to kill and harm civilians and cause irreparable environmental damage. In 2009, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), concluded that if a nuclear weapon were to be used again in a populated area, organisations providing humanitarian relief would be unable to fulfil their mandates.

More disturbing still, new research from the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) shows that it would take only 0,1% of the explosive yield of the current global nuclear arsenal to bring about devastating global agricultural collapse, and widespread famine.
 This makes the continued existence and deployment of nuclear weapons one of the most threatening humanitarian problems of our time.

In order to provide concrete materials for consideration, the [NAME OF YOUR GOVERNMENT] could compile and present data on the anticipated humanitarian consequences, and the [NAME OF YOUR GOVERNMENT] capacity to respond, in the following scenarios: 

· The intentional or unintentional detonation of a nuclear warhead by another country on a major [NAME OF YOUR GOVERNMENT] city such as [NAME THREE MAJOR CITIES IN YOUR COUNTRY]

· The intentional or unintentional detonation of a nuclear warhead in another country. 

· The unintentional detonation of a nuclear warhead in [NAME OF YOUR GOVERNMENT] due to an accident during transport, or in a storage facility.

We urge [NAME OF YOUR GOVERNMENT] to consult with the National [RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT] society, as well as other emergency response organisations, medical organisations, first responders, etc., and to convene a roundtable at the ministry to prepare for this conference. We would ourselves be more than happy to participate in such a meeting. 

We moreover urge you to make the result of these consultations available in Oslo. It would contribute to a greater international understanding of the potential impact of a nuclear detonation - including immediate deaths, casualty recovery possibilities, and the longer-term effects on society, as well as the implications for emergency response services. 

Understanding these consequences is crucial when considering the legitimacy of nuclear weapons, when planning for a response to their use and when developing appropriate steps at the multilateral level to eliminate them as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

[NAME OF YOUR ORGANISATION]

[NAME OF SUPPORTING ORGANISATION]

[NAME OF SUPPORTING ORGANISATION]

[NAME OF SUPPORTING ORGANISATION]
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/article/review/review-874-p329.htm" ��http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/article/review/review-874-p329.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ippnw.org/pdf/nuclear-famine-ippnw-0412.pdf" ��http://www.ippnw.org/pdf/nuclear-famine-ippnw-0412.pdf�
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