
For more information please contact us:  

Phone:  1-866-315-6701  

Email: info@ifwe.ca

12050 Arbour St., Tecumseh ON, N8N 1N8

“INNOVATION DISTINGUISHES 
BETWEEN A LEADER AND A  
FOLLOWER.” - Steve Jobs
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OVERVIEW
Innovation is the driver of economic growth. But what 
constitutes innovation?

In his book “The Rainforest”, Victor Hwang states that 
true innovation does not comes from just raw economic 
ingredients such as land, labour, capital or technology. 
It comes instead from patterns of behaviour at the 
individual level – in other words, from culture. The right 
culture can change everything. From boardrooms to 
classrooms, workshops to coffee shops — when people 
embrace a culture of collaboration and innovation, every 
idea and every conversation matters. The way that 
people interact at the micro level affects outcomes at 
the macro level.

Windsor-Essex needs to embrace and nurture this kind of cultural change. We need to change the 
conversation. We also need to provide a place for people to practice the skills of innovation and 
entrepreneurship with other like-minded people; a place that offers both the environment and 
the tools to invent, test, experiment and create. We need a place that embraces trying, failing,  
and trying again – because that is where success originates. The IF Centre is such a place.

IT’S NOT JUST 
ABOUT IDEAS. 

IT’S ABOUT  
MAKING IDEAS 
HAPPEN.



THE IF WINDSOR-ESSEX CENTRE 

Makerspace facilities (or “hacker spaces”) are innovation and development centres that are appearing 
in communities across North America. Most offer shared work space as well as access to equipment, 
technology and expertise. They are typically not-for-profit, membership-based, and open to the public

The IF Centre is a maker space of a different breed.

First, at over 100,000 square feet, it will be the largest facility of its kind in North America. Building on our 
regional strengths, The IF Centre will focus on The Internet of Things (IoT), advanced manufacturing, 
and food processing/value-added agriculture. It will contain cutting-edge laboratory and computer 
equipment, high-tech food processing equipment, and high-tech manufacturing and production 
equipment typically found only in private sector business or large government institutions. In this 
respect, it goes far beyond most maker space facilities.

Second, The IF Centre involves entrepreneurs,  businesses, education and 
government in a collaborative and open environment of connecting, sharing 
and creating. It welcomes all participants, embracing openness and 
transparency, and celebrating mutual success.

Finally, and perhaps of the greatest importance, the IF Centre is 
all about making things. It’s isn’t a think-tank or an R&D centre 
(although a lot of experimenting, testing and development will take 
place). It isn’t just about the theoretical (although many theories 
will be put to the test). And it isn’t just about shared facilities 
(although it will offer those). The IF Centre is a hub for creativity, 
innovation, collaboration – and for making things. From modeling 
to prototypes to samples – even to small production runs – The IF 
Centre is about taking ideas, bringing them to life and creating real 
products that solve real-world problems.

IF Windsor-Essex is built on the belief that successful small business 
is a force for good, for the individual and for our community. Our mission 
is to facilitate that success at the IF Centre. Join us.

THE BEST 
WAY TO  

PREDICT THE 
FUTURE IS  

TO INVENT IT.



The Production and Manufacturing Centre will contain a full wood working shop, a textiles shop, 
a design shop and a finishing room. It will also feature a “hot zone” complete with a forge, kiln 
and crucible, all contained in a separated, fire-safe area.

PRODUCTION & 
MANUFACTURING CENTRE
The IF Centre will contain 28,000 square feet of production 
and manufacturing space. Members will have access to 
modern, high-tech equipment such as laser cutters, 3D 
printers, CNC plasma cutters, an injection molding system, 
metal and wood fabricating equipment, a powder coating 
system, and much more.

PASSION CREATES 
MOTIVATION,  

WHICH LEADS TO 
INNOVATION
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Kitchen area

The latest in computer technology will be featured in the 
Computer Centre. In addition to providing state-of-the-
art hardware and software, this area will also be the centre 
for designing, testing and experimenting with advanced 
robotics across a limitless range of applications.

A full 3D printing area will allow members to produce 
three dimensional concepts and prototypes on the latest 
additive manufacturing technology.

“The Internet of Things” – where objects embedded with 
electronics, software, sensors, and network connectivity 
can collect and exchange data – will be a major focus of 
the Computer Centre.

COMPUTER & ROBOTICS CENTRE



The second floor of the IF Centre will contain two 
fully-equipped wet laboratories. These are specially 
outfitted areas where chemicals or biological matter 
can be handled in liquid solutions or volatile phases. 
The Wet Lab area has direct ventilation and specialized 
water and gas utilities. It also has a contained area for 
handling and disposing of acids and other materials.

WET LABORATORY CENTRE

DON’T BE  
AFRAID TO FAIL.

BE AFRAID  
NOT TO TRY.



The Food Processing Centre will be a place where members 
can experiment with healthier, more engaging, and more 
sustainable food products and food systems.

It will contain a large commercial kitchen with the latest in food 
processing, food testing and food preparation equipment.

It will also feature several “food computers” – designed from 
specifications developed by the “Open Agriculture” project 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). These 
advanced “automated growing systems” are controlled-
environment agriculture technology platforms that use robotic 
systems to control and monitor climate, energy, and plant 
growth inside a specialized growing chamber. 

FOOD PROCESSING CENTRE



“Hot desks” will be located throughout the Centre, available for use by members and guests. 
Members will also have access to meeting rooms, video conference rooms, a multi-media/
video production room, printing/copying equipment, and demonstration rooms. A variety of 
classrooms and training rooms will be located throughout the facility.

OFFICE CENTRE
The Office Centre is a state-of-the-art “smart office” 
that uses the latest technology to provide an enjoyable, 
productive and efficient environment. It will utilize 
adaptive work spaces as well as connected offices 
and office equipment throughout. It will feature “green” 
building materials, run on renewable power sources, and 
use automation to make the building as environmentally-
friendly as possible.



For larger meetings, seminars and conferences, a fully-equipped conference area provides 
seating and facilities for meetings of up to 300 people.  The conference area will  include the latest  
audio-visual capabilities, an adjoining service area and access to smaller break-out rooms. The 
conference centre can be segmented into two rooms to comfortably accommodate smaller groups.

CONFERENCE CENTRE

The Conference Centre will serve multiple purposes. It will 
be available for use by individual members and member 
organizations to conduct larger meetings. It will be used by 
IF Windsor-Essex for events, seminars and presentations, and 
will be available for use by non-member organizations on a 
rental basis. 

Both the Conference Centre as well as the Demonstration 
Centre are available to corporate, government, education and 
health care partners across the community.

“IMPOSSIBLE” 
ONLY MEANS THAT  

YOU HAVEN’T FOUND  
A SOLUTION YET.



Full kitchen facilities, recreation/exercise areas, and coffee/food service areas combine to make 
the IF Centre a functional and comfortable environment. A full-service café, supported by the Food 
Processing Centre, will serve members and will also be open to the public.

COMMON CENTRE

The IF Centre will feature a wide range of amenities for 
members and guests. Lounges, sitting areas and “hot 
desks” will be located throughout the facility. A beautiful 
courtyard provides an inviting open-air common space 
and delivers natural light to the central part of the Centre. 
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ABOUT IF WINDSOR-ESSEX
IF Windsor-Essex is a not-for-profit organization devoted to cultivating and curating an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem that connects education, health, government and business with applied research, 
education, physical space and the entrepreneurial community in Southwest Ontario.

Our purpose is to facilitate and support the rapid emergence of our region as a nationally-recognized 
incubator of innovations, solutions and new businesses that build on our strengths and drive the 
future of commerce.

IF Windsor-Essex will act as a catalyst for the kind of positive, disruptive and visionary change that 
results from a community-driven creative ecosystem. We foster a culture of collaboration, sharing 
and innovation in which solutions to problems and opportunities can take root and grow. We will be 
a “clearinghouse” for ideas and a central hub for connecting people, ideas and resources, all with a 
view to creating a better place in which to live and work.

IF Windsor-Essex will be supported by member fees, corporate sponsorships and individual donors. 
We also intend to secure funding from provincial and federal government agencies.

GET INVOLVED
IF Windsor-Essex invites the entire community to join us in a spirit 
of collaborating and creating. There are many ways for individuals, 
businesses and other organizations to get involved.

Become a member   |   Become a sponsor   |   Volunteer   |   Donate

Visit ifwe.ca to learn more.
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