
 
 

DECLARATION OF CASSANDRE CRESWELL 
 

I, Cassandre Creswell, state that I have personal knowledge of the statements made 

herein, can competently testify to the following facts, and declare as follows: 

1. I am Director of Illinois Families for Public Schools (IL-FPS).  As Director, I am 

responsible for IL-FPS’ day-to-day operations.  I also am President of IL-FPS’ Board of 

Directors, and I am a founding member of IFPS.   

2. I am authorized by IL-FPS to provide this declaration.  I make this declaration in 

my capacity as Director of IL-FPS and as President of its Board of Directors.  I also provide this 

declaration as a parent.  I have one child who attends school in the Chicago Public School 

system. 

3. IL-FPS is an Illinois not-for-profit corporation.  More than 7900 parents and 

public school supporters located throughout Illinois have signed up to receive IL-FPS mailings 

and information. IL-FPS has more than 6500 followers across Twitter and Facebook.   

4. IL-FPS was founded in 2016.  I was one of the founding board members.  At the 

time, the organization was known as Raise Your Hand Action.  In August 2019, Raise Your 

Hand Action changed its name to Illinois Families for Public Schools. 

5. IL-FPS organizes and mobilizes Illinois public school families throughout Illinois 

to advocate for policies and laws that support strong, well-resourced public schools for all 

Illinois children.  IL-FPS represents the interests of Illinois public school families by giving them 

a regular voice at the state level and a presence in Springfield.  IL-FPS believes that the fate and 

fortune of individual public schools and school districts in Illinois are tied to that of the Illinois 

public education system as a whole.  IL-FPS seeks to support public schools throughout Illinois 
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and to help put them in the best position to educate and serve all Illinois public school students 

well.  

6. In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic caused schools throughout Illinois to close to 

protect students and teachers from spreading the virus to one another and their families.  But, 

remote learning had a negative impact on many children’s academic progress and emotional 

well-being.  IL-FPS and I support in-person, in-school learning, provided it takes place safely in 

an environment that protects students, teachers, other school personnel from the coronavirus, to 

the extent possible. 

7. IL-FPS and I support the efforts of Governor Pritzker, the Illinois Department of 

Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education to implement and enforce in all Illinois 

schools public health-based, non-pharmaceutical interventions against spread of the coronavirus.  

In conjunction with vaccines, these health-based measures, including wearing face masks while 

in a school, staying home from school after close contact with someone who has contracted 

COVID-19, and social distancing, render Illinois schools as safe as they can be for in-person, in-

school instruction in light of the coronavirus.   

8. Governor Pritzker and the state agencies are not alone in their stance that these 

health-based protections are vital to keeping schools open for in-person, in-school instruction 

while coronavirus remains in our midst.  The U.S. Center for Disease Control encourages 

schools to implement these layered preventions strategies together and consistently.  See 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html 

(last visited on January 2, 2022).  The American Academy of Pediatrics offers the same 

recommendation: “Schools must continue to take a multi-pronged, layered approach to protect 

student, teachers, and staff (ie, vaccination, universal mask use, physical distancing, ventilation 
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when resources are available, screening, testing, hand washing, staying home and getting tested 

when sick, contract tracing, isolation and quarantining).  See 

https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-

guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/ (last 

visited on January 2, 2022).  Further, the American Academy of Pediatrics informs on its website 

that “[d]uring the surge of the more transmissible delta variant this [past] summer and fall, in-

school transmission has been observed more often in school districts that did not enact mask 

requirements.” 

9. Even with these layered protections in place and the availability of vaccines, some 

schools have not been able to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 in their school community.  

News reports reflect that this past school term, some Illinois schools had to cease in-person 

learning and return to remote learning for periods of time because the coronavirus sickened 

numerous students and staff.  For example: 

• The Staunton School District in Macoupin County closed its schools and shifted 
to remote learning in August when students started contracting COVID-19 after 
the first day of school.  https://fox2now.com/news/illinois/staunton-school-
district-goes-remote-after-rise-in-covid-cases/  

• Parkview Middle School and LaSalle Elementary School in Creve Coeur closed 
in December for a week because of COVID-19. 
(https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/parkview-middle-school-
and-lasalle-elementary-school-closing-through-dec-17-due-to-covid-19/)  

• Willow Bend Elementary School in Rolling Meadows closed in November for 
two weeks after 40 students contracted COVID-19. 
https://patch.com/illinois/arlingtonheights/covid-19-outbreak-shuts-down-rolling-
meadows-school-2-weeks 

• Edison Junior High School in Rock Island closed in November due to a major 
spike in COVID-19 cases and shifted to remove learning.  
https://www.quadcities.com/articles/60399/  

• Tri-City School District encompassing schools in Buffalo, Dawson, 
Mechanicsburg closed in December and shifted to remote learning because of a 
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spike in students and staff in the school community who contracted COVID-19.  
https://www.tricityschools.org/  

• Pleasant Hill High School in Quincy shifted to remote learning in December due 
to outbreaks of COVID-19 and the flu within the school community.  
https://www.phwolves.com/vnews/display.v/ART/61b15ba9c9f0d  

• Evanston Township High School shifted to remote learning in December due to a 
COVID surge that led to the diagnosis of at least 140 new cases among students 
and staff in the school community in a single week. 
https://patch.com/illinois/evanston/129-evanston-township-high-school-students-
newly-covid-positive  

10. Further, news reports reflect that some Illinois schools are delaying reopening in 

the new year, shifting temporarily to remote learning, or opening with trepidation that they may 

yet have to shift to remote learning as COVID-19 infection rates continue to skyrocket in Illinois 

and elsewhere as a result of the highly transmissible omicron variant.   

11. IL-FPS and I are mindful that there is a divide among parents in Illinois (and 

nationally) regarding implementation and enforcement of public health-based requirements in 

schools.  We have heard from parents on both sides of the issue. IL-FPS continues to publish on 

its social media discussion on this important issue. 

12. IL-FPS and I support Governor Pritzker’s Executive Orders and guidance issued 

by the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education concerning 

implementation and enforcement of these public health based, non-pharmaceutical interventions. 

We also support the requirement that teachers and other school employees either get vaccinated 

or be tested for the coronavirus weekly.  With the highly transmissible omicron variant coursing 

through our communities on the heel of the delta variant, now is not the time to relax, much less 

prohibit, public health measures that protect our children, their teachers and school personnel, 

and, by extension our families and communities and, in turn, allow schools to remain open for 

in-person, in-school instruction.   



5 

13. Parents who do not want their child to wear a mask or isolate after a close contact 

and who claim it is their choice essentially assert that they have the freedom to allow their child 

to more readily transmit the virus to their peers in school and into the surrounding communities.  

This effort to promote so-called individual choice to the detriment of the school and greater 

community should not be permitted.  

14. IL-FPS and I do not stand alone in this view.  We have heard from many parents 

who are very concerned about efforts of others to undermine these public health measures and 

pressure school boards to make masks optional.   

15. This concern continues, especially now that we are confronted with a lawsuit filed 

in Macoupin County in October 2021 by parents who seek a court-directive prohibiting schools 

from requiring children to wear masks or isolate after a close contact with someone with 

COVID-19.  IL-FPS and I oppose the relief the lawsuit requests.  

16. Other parents also oppose the lawsuit.  For instance, a parent of a student in 

Algonquin launched an online petition titled “Dismiss Lawsuit to Force Children to Be Exposed 

to COVID-19 in IL Schools.”  See https://www.change.org/p/parents-dismiss-lawsuit-to-force-

children-to-be-exposed-to-covid-19-in-il-schools (last visited on January 2, 2022).  The petition 

makes clear that the claims made and the relief sought in the Macoupin County lawsuit do not 

represent the position of other parents throughout Illinois.  Among other points, the petition notes 

that “If this lawsuit is success, I believe that me and/or my child(ren) and every other child and 

employee in Illinois schools will be at higher risk of contracting COVID.”  IL-FPS published the 

link to the petition on its website.  As of January 2, 2021, 2,244 people from around the state 

have signed onto the petition who want in-person, in-school instruction to remain as safe as 

possible in light of the complications the coronavirus presents.   
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17. It is critical that we take steps to keep Illinois public schools open to in-person 

learning in as safe an environment as the circumstances permit.  To achieve this goal, all school 

communities benefit from a common policy that requires implementation and enforcement of the 

public-health based layered prevention measures Governor Pritzker’s Executive Orders and the 

guidance offered by the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of 

Education encompass. 

18. IL-FPS and I understand that the plaintiffs in the lawsuit filed in Macoupin 

County seek to certify a class of all parents in the nearly 150 school districts they have sued, 

including the district in which my child goes to school.  IL-FPS and I oppose that effort.  To be 

clear, the plaintiffs in that lawsuit do not represent me or my position as a parent of a student 

who attends school in one of the districts that lawsuit has named as a defendant.  Nor do they 

represent the position of countless other parents throughout Illinois, including those who have 

signed the petition started by the parent in Algonquin.   

19. In the event that the court agrees with the plaintiffs in the litigation filed in 

Macoupin County that a class should be certified, I expect and request opportunity to opt out of 

that class.  Moreover, I expect and request opportunity to express directly in the litigation my 

opposition to plaintiffs’ claims and efforts.  No doubt, numerous other parents who have students 

in the districts named in the lawsuit would request the same opportunities to opt out and voice 

their opposition.  These expectations apply to the Macoupin County lawsuit as well as any other 

lawsuit in which a plaintiff seeks to certify a class that challenges the authority of Governor 

Pritzker, the Illinois Department of Public Health, or the Illinois State Board of Education to 

require public health-based measures (including those currently required) designed to keep our 
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schools open and keep our children, their teachers, staff and others in school communities safe 

from contracting COVID-19. 

 

Under the penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 

the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and correct, except 

as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned 

certifies as aforesaid that she verily believes the same to be true. 

 

Dated:  January 2, 2022       
        Cassandre Creswell 
 

 


