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Dear Neighbor,

This year saw the Illinois General Assembly take some disturbing steps backwards on major issues, while making some 
improvements in other areas. It was a decidedly mixed result for a spring session that began with talk of tax increases and 
ended with a middle-of-the-road budget which no one is happy with. While neighboring states continue to move forward, 
creating jobs and offering tax relief, Illinois seems to be stuck in the mud.

It was a frustrating year for those of us who wanted to bring property tax relief to our constituents, as several common-
sense proposals were sent to committees never to see the light of day. An overhaul of school funding which passed the Senate 
threatens to compel local school districts to hike property taxes. However, we did achieve some important changes to local 
governments, increasing accountability and transparency, as well as giving voters more of a say in some local boards.

Overall, it was not a particularly productive year and relatively few bills got to the Governor. The biggest news was what 
did not happen. The Governor requested that the temporary tax hike be made permanent, but that effort was defeated. I 
cosponsored a resolution to keep the promise that ‘temporary’ meant exactly that.

This summer I will be out and about in the district, looking to hear from as many people as I can about the big and  
small issues in state government. I look forward to talking with you. You should always feel free to contact my office at 
135 Fremont Street in West Chicago 60185 or call (630) 293-9344. You can also keep in touch with me at   
mike.fortner@sbcglobal.net.

          Sincerely,
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ReviSiting Some Bad HaBitS on tHe Budget

A few years ago, some much-heralded reforms were made to our budget 
process. The most important among these changes was a process called 
“Budgeting for Outcomes” which required the House and Senate to adopt 
a resolution early in the year stating the exact amount of revenue we would 
have to work with, and then crafting a budget around it. I was happy to 
co-sponsor that bipartisan measure which became law.

After three years of following this sound procedure, this year the General 
Assembly did it completely backwards. The House passed a budget, then 
came up with an estimate of available revenue that was magically the 
same as the spending. It was a disappointing relapse into the old, bad 
habits which caused so many problems in the past. The budget they 
passed this year was hastily put together in the middle of the night and 
rammed through with minimal debate and no Republican input. This is not 
the way to run a state.

The budget relies on $2 billion of borrowing from future year budgets in 
order to balance. This was an unnecessary action and it sets us up for an 
artificial crisis when we work on a budget next year.

I want to thank everyone who responded to my legislative 
survey this spring. I thought that you might like to see some 
of the results. The responses split almost right down the 
middle, with 53% taking the survey online at mikefortner.
org and 47% returning the paper survey.

Question one asked what you thought our state budget 
priorities should be. Thirty-four percent of those responding 
said our top priority should be expanding job opportunities, 
while education came in a close second with 33% of 
responses.

On the second question, which asked about what our most 
important crime and public safety concern should be, it was 
a virtual tie between gang crime (31%) and identity theft 
(30%). School safety was a close third at 26%.

The third question dealt with schools, and what our top 
priorities should be when considering education policy. 
Teacher/student ratio was rated number one, with 29% of 
respondents picking that option. School accountability came 
in second at 24% while parental involvement was close 
behind at 21%.

Question four requested your thoughts on the temporary tax 
increase which is scheduled to begin rolling back at the end 
of this year. A total of 71% were in favor of getting rid of the 
tax increase: 58% said the tax should be allowed to expire 
on schedule, and another 13% were in favor of phasing out 
the tax increase over four years instead of the current two.

Lastly, the fifth question asked if you supported a higher 
motor fuel tax to fund construction on roads and bridges. 
Sixty-seven percent of respondents said no, they would not 
favor a higher motor fuel tax.

I appreciate everyone who took the time to fill out and 
return the survey. As always, please feel free to get in touch 
with me with your opinions on these or any other issues 
affecting state government. 

SuRve y ReSponSeS indicate 
SuppoRt FoR JoBS-FRiendly 
policieS, expiRation oF 
tax Hike

giving local taxpayeRS a gReateR voice
In May I joined with a bipartisan group of Fox Valley legislators to pass legislation putting in place an elected board to 
oversee the Fox Valley Park District. Currently, this is one of the last appointed park boards in the state, but starting 
in 2017, its members will be elected by the voters. My input to the proposal helped set up a system under which 
two board members would be elected from each of three districts, making sure that the districts are fairly divided 
among the residents affected by the change.

Earlier this year we also passed important transparency measures which required better public notice for items which 
are placed on the agendas for annual town meetings. I believe this change will bring greater accountability to local 
governments through providing more opportunities for a better-informed public. 

District Office:
135 Fremont St.
West Chicago, IL 60185 
(630) 293-9344
(630) 293-9785 FAX

RepReSentative FoRtneR...WoRking FoR you

Springfield Office:
200-4N Stratton Bldg.
Springfield, IL 62706 
(217) 782-1653
(217) 782-1275 FAX

E-mail: mike.fortner@sbcglobal.net       Website: mikefortner.org

Please stop by or contact 
our office if you are in 
need of any assistance or 
information about state 
programs or legislation.

This spring I 
received many 
calls and 
email about 
property taxes, 
particularly 
from residents 
in Wayne 
Township. It 
took a while to 

track down the problem, and I want 
to share what I learned, since many 
of us are affected by the way our 
property taxes are determined.

Property tax bills are prepared 
separately by each county, but 
some districts overlap two or 
more counties. In some cases 
the counties can share data and 
determine the amount of tax levy 
that must be generated in each 
county, but in some cases the 
Illinois Department of Revenue 
has to determine the split. This 
is particularly true for districts 
that include part of Cook County, 
which uses a different method for 
assessment than Kane or DuPage.

A couple of years ago the 
Department of Revenue started 
asking for additional information 
from the counties to help balance 
the tax load between Cook and its 
neighbors. Because the data from 
Kane was incomplete, residents 
in the DuPage portion of districts 
U46 and the City of Elgin were 
overcharged. The Department has 
now received the correct numbers 
and the charges will be reversed on 
next year’s tax bill. I will continue to 
work with the counties and monitor 
the correction as it goes forward.

u-46 pRopeRt y 
tax aSSeSSment 
eRRoR
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