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State Representative

Unes pans 
“Unconstitutional” 
House Budget
Calling the House Budget passed at 
the end of Session, “Constitutionally 
unbalanced”, Rep. Mike Unes was critical 
of the entire budgeting process used in developing the state 
budget this spring.  “In 2011, we had a very bipartisan budgeting 
process.  We knew tough decisions had to be made and so the 
House appropriation committees worked very hard to make 
the smartest budget cuts possible by taking in-depth testimony 
from state agencies and encouraging everyone to bring their 
best suggestions to the table,” said Unes.  “Unfortunately, what 
happened this year would be funny were it not so tragic.  This 
state budget was put together and constructed in a matter of 
hours and voted on before anyone really had an opportunity to 
know what’s in it.  That is not how a responsible budget is made.  
Because of that, we have a state budget that was passed that 
does not match the revenues that are estimated to be coming in 
to state government.  That’s not only wrong, it’s Constitutionally 
unbalanced.”  Unes went on to pledge to continue to work with 
both parties to try and pass, “responsible, balanced budgets 
moving forward.  It’s our sworn duty to do so and I take that very 
seriously.”
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Improving the Transition for Military 
Families Helps to Keep Military Bases in 
Illinois
Recognizing that Illinois needed to update their procedures for 
military families transitioning into Illinois’ schools following 
a transfer, Rep. Mike Unes was Chief Co-Sponsor of HB 3939 
to bring Illinois into compliance with national standards for 
transition of children of active duty military members into Illinois 
schools.  This issue was brought to Unes’ attention by a retired 
General who had served at the Illinois National Guard base in 
Bartonville.  Illinois’ previous procedures would have been a 
negative factor in the next round of Base Realignment Closing 
Commission Hearings at the federal level.  Negative scores in 
this regard can jeopardize the military bases Illinois retains, so 
it was not difficult for Unes to respond proactively to the need 
for updates to these laws.  Thankfully, HB 3939 passed both the 
House and Senate and has been sent to Governor Quinn.

Veteran Training for Law 
Enforcement
Rep. Mike Unes shepherded legislation 
through the Illinois House to allow for 
increased law enforcement training when 
it comes to issues specific to Veterans in 
Illinois.  SB 3225 was supported by the 
Illinois law enforcement community, as 
well as several veterans’ organizations.  
The bill allows the Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards Board (ILETSB) 
to develop curricula to be used for this 
training to not only help law enforcement 
react to situations involving veterans, 
but also how they can help build bridges 
with veterans to utilize their training and 
skills gained in the military as a conduit 
to jobs in domestic law enforcement 
agencies.  SB 3225 passed both the Senate 
and House and has now been sent to the 
Governor.

Protecting Law-abiding Firearm Owners from FOID Renewal Backlog Woes
“Constituent service is my top priority as State Representative.  
One of the issues I hear about regularly from my constituents is 
the problems they have with the backlog in renewing their Firearm 
Owner Identification (FOID) Cards.  The backlog of applications 
prevents renewals in a timely fashion and regularly leads to a lapse 
in FOID card coverage.  I proposed we extend a grace period to 
those who have applied in time, but have not yet received their 
new card,” said Rep. Mike Unes when proposing HB 1526.  This 
bill would simply allow those who are applying for renewal of 
their FOID card coverage if they sent their renewal in on time but, 
through no fault of their own, have not received their new card, an 
opportunity to continue to legally own their firearms and be able 
to purchase ammunition legally.  The legislation would not allow 
any new purchases of firearms during the grace period, but would 
allow ammunition purchases and utilization of existing hunting 
leases without penalty.  This is an issue Rep. Unes continues to 
advocate for and continues to build support around a coalition to 
accomplish this goal of protecting law-abiding firearm owners. BUDGET



Selling the State Air Fleet
Rep. Mike Unes co-sponsored House Bill 28 that would sell the 
state’s aircraft.  The state’s fleet of airplanes and helicopters is 
a luxury we can no longer afford.  “We should sell the state’s 
air fleet that flies the state’s top officials wherever they want 
to go.  Some say this is small potatoes for savings but just like 
our home budgets, small potatoes can add up when money is 
tight.  Free air travel for politicians and bureaucrats is a luxury 
we simply cannot afford,” said Rep. Unes.  This issue came to a 
head again this year during budget discussions, when it came 
out that the state’s airplanes were used to fly Prairie Chickens 
from Kansas to Illinois as part of a project by the Department 
of Natural Resources to re-populate the once native species.  
Other states have similar programs that drive the chickens at 
a much lower cost.  The cost to fly each chicken from Kansas 
to Illinois- $1,166 per bird.  Unfortunately, our budgetary 
chickens are coming home to roost and this is yet another 
example of why we should sell the air fleet.

Lessons Learned from Local 
Disasters
Drawing from lessons learned after flooding 
in the 91st District in the Spring of 2013 and 
tornadoes that hit the district in the Fall of 2013, 
Rep. Mike Unes joined together with legislators 
representing other areas of the state that had 
also been affected by disasters to make some 
critical reforms in Illinois.  Legislation was 
passed to help the property tax transition for 
homeowners and commercial property owners 
as they rebuilt their property.  Unes also joined 
with others in advocating that FEMA change 
their Disaster Declaration process to provide 
support to communities hard-hit by natural 
disasters.  Our hearts went out to our neighbors 
in the wake of these natural disasters.  Our 
region banded together, neighbor helping 
neighbor.  Now is the time for our units of 
government to take up this rebuilding spirit and 
fix the problems that have been identified in 
combatting these disasters.

Rep. Unes helping to hand out hot meals in 
East Peoria with the American Red Cross 
following the November Tornadoes.
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Eliminating Lame-Duck Sessions
With much-needed government reform in mind, Rep. Mike Unes co-sponsored HJRCA 43, which 
would eliminate so-called Lame-Duck Sessions wherein incumbent legislators who were not re-
elected still have the opportunity to vote on issues that come before the General Assembly until the 
new legislators are sworn into office.  Unes reminded Illinoisans why this issue is so important, “I 
remember watching the lame-duck session in 2011 in the dark of night – literally hours before I was 
sworn into office for my first term as State Representative – as they voted to pass the 67% income tax 
increase that has been so damaging to Illinois’ climate for jobs.  This was only possible because of 
the votes of lame-duck legislators who were no longer accountable to those they represented.  This 
abysmal practice should end immediately.  This is all the more important with the majority party 
pushing the effort to extend the income tax increase until after this Fall’s Election – I want to be sure 
that the voters are protected from the parting ‘gifts’ of these lame-duck legislators.”

REJECTING A PAY RAISE FOR LEGISLATORS
Legislation co-sponsored by Rep. Mike Unes, HB 6235, would require members of the General 
Assembly to take 12 furlough days in FY15, at a rate of one per month.  It also prohibits any cost-
of- living increases and continues the reduced per diem and mileage reimbursement rates that have 
been in effect for the past four years.  “One of the initiatives I have touted since session started is a pay 
cut for legislators and statewide elected officials.  This bill is entirely appropriate with the dire fiscal 
situation of the state budget.”  

Improving Illinois’ Climate 
for Manufacturing Jobs
Rep. Unes co-sponsored bills to make 
permanent the Research & Development 
Tax Credit (HB 2891) and to establish 
the creation of a Manufacturing Job 
Destination Tax Credit (HB 1495).  This tax 
credit would provide for a credit of 25% of 
the Illinois labor expenditures made by a 
manufacturing company in order to foster 
job creation and retention in Illinois.  All 
of Illinois’ surrounding states that have a 
Research and Development Tax Credit have 
a permanent credit in order to spur new 
development in their states.  Rep. Unes 
and many job creators believe it is critical 
Illinois make this tax credit permanent in 
order to retain these research jobs in our 
state.  Unfortunately, both bills continue to 
be stymied by the majority controlling the 
Illinois House.

Keeping Mid-Sized and Rural 
Hospitals in Central Illinois
There are always some easy votes in 
Springfield and some very tough votes.  
When faced with one of those tough 
votes, Rep. Mike Unes erred on the side 
of keeping the healthcare industry as 
the largest employer in Central Illinois.  
Hospitals and nursing homes are facing a 
sea of change in their industry due to many 
factors, including the implementation of 
Obamacare.  Unes worked closely with 
local hospitals and nursing homes to pass 
a rate reform bill (SB 741) that helps rural 
and mid-sized hospitals and nursing homes 
continue to serve the most vulnerable in our 
society.  “I reached out to area hospitals and 
discussed the impact on services provided 
to our community if this rate reform bill 
did not pass.  This legislation was not only 
needed to protect critical medical services 
provided in our communities but also ,with 
the healthcare industry being the largest 
industry employer in my district, this was 
about protecting jobs,” said Rep. Unes.

JOB CREATION

Rep. Unes meets with Canton Main Street 
officials while they’re in Springfield.

Rep. Unes speaks 
to students in the 
Capitol Rotunda 
about Technology 
Projects they 
developed at their 
schools. This annual 
event showcases 
how students use 
technology in their 
classrooms and the 
innovative ways it 
helps their skills 
development.


