MITHRA FOR MAYOR:
A GREEN VISION FOR WOLLONGONG
Wollongong is at a crossroads.
No longer a small regional town, we
don’t have much room to grow between
our beautiful escarpment and the coast.
With close to a quarter of a million people, we are well on
our way to being one of Australia’s major regional cities.
But we need better transport, a richer cultural life and
good jobs to realise our full potential.
We are proud of our industrial past, and our university,
and must turn our focus to the future: there are vast
economic opportunities for Wollongong in embracing the
renewable energy economy.
We

want Wollongong to have good jobs, so that people
don’t need to commute to Sydney.

We

want a vibrant cultural life and night time economy,
and to be a city where everyone’s contributions are
valued, and everyone feels welcome.
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1 Warrawong
and Helensburgh

New libraries for Warrawong and
Helensburgh with community
centre, play space and cafe.
2 Whyte’s
gully World class

recycling centre
3 Use
our own nursery at the

Botanic Gardens to grow native
trees for our street trees program
4 F airy Meadow East-west
connections for cycling, including
along Towradgi Creek
5 Southern
Wollongong Electric or

hydrogen Green Gong Shuttle for
Southern Wollongong
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6 Beaches
Litter free beaches:

upgrade beach cleaning rake to
sieves
7 West
Dapto Rain gardens to filter

run-off and protect water quality
8 Dapto
Upgrade Dapto Skate park

9 Port
Kembla Fund the King

George V Park Masterplan,
prioritising facilities for young
people
10 Corrimal
and Figtree Mountain

bike and pump tracks
11 More
pedestrian crossings


12 Dapto Make Dapto Pool free
13 City centre Support live music
and creative arts
14 Thirroul Protect local heritage
15 Wollongong Fast chargers for
electric vehicles
16 Helensburgh Solar panels over
the former tip site
17 Wombarra Community recycling
pop ups
18 Bulli Drinking water fountains in
parks and sportsfields

19 Stanwell Park Recycling bins in
public spaces
20 More affordable housing
21 CBD More commercial office
buildings (and good jobs) in
the CBD
22 West Dapto Connected green
corridors from the escarpment
to the coast
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LOVING
OUR LAND
Wollongong has a
special natural setting
and Council should be
a leader in valuing our
beautiful escarpment,
forests, waterways
and coast.

Jess Whittaker Ward 3 candidate

Value our unique and beautiful sub-tropical rainforest
on the escarpment, and protect and rehabilitate the
creek corridors that link the escarpment to the sea.
Genuinely consult and collaborate with Dharawal
people to promote healing.
Increase funding to look after our beaches, bush and
creeks and to encourage residents and visitors to
appreciate them. Last year Council spent six times as
much on its parks as on our natural areas.
More trees and plant diversity in our streets and
parks as part of the Urban Greening program, using
predominantly plants native to the Illawarra.
Planning

decisions won't compromise our region's
special environment. Keep substantial natural areas
and wildlife corridors and leave buffers around
riparian areas.

Protect

our Aboriginal and non-Indigenous heritage.

GROWING OUR
CITY
SUSTAINABLY

Infrastructure

One of Council’s
major responsibilities
is to set the strategic
framework for
development. We
need to put people’s
needs before
developers’ profits.

We

must be built ahead of new
development, not development first with planned
infrastructure never happening.
support medium density development in areas
that are well served by education, shops, transport
and other services, and where people can go about
their daily lives without a car.
 imit development in Thirroul and the suburbs to
L
the north.

Use

water sensitive urban design, with restored
creeks, rain gardens and permeable paving.

For more detail go to www.illawarragreens.org.au

GETTING
OUT & ABOUT
We can make it
convenient and
pleasant for people to
walk, cycle or catch
the train or bus. It
should be safe for kids
to walk to school.

Bronwyn Batten Ward 1 candidate
Build

more footpaths, pedestrian crossings and
cycleways, especially going east-west.

E xpand

the free shuttle bus service to the southern
suburbs, and upgrade the buses to renewable energy
powered models.

Lower

speed limits in suburban streets.

Lobby

Transport for NSW for better train and bus
services for the Illawarra.

Develop

Wollongong CBD as a knowledge economy
centre so our residents are not forced to commute to
Sydney.

NEW JOBS,
CLEAN
INDUSTRIES
Wollongong must
seize the opportunity
to take advantage
of the transition to
clean energy and
manufacturing. There
are jobs in green steel
making, offshore
wind, green hydrogen
production and export,
and in innovation and
research.

Encourage

a hydrogen hub and offshore wind
development at Port Kembla, and ensure we have
sufficient industrial zoned land to support this new
industry.

Council

will take the lead in collaborating with state
government, the education sector and unions to
ensure we have local jobs and job training for the new
jobs that will be needed in the future.

E xpand

our development of sustainable building
products, and become an export hub for zero
carbon industries.

Zone

land in Burelli St exclusively for office buildings
to avoid empty shopfronts.

For more detail go to www.illawarragreens.org.au

SECURING
THE FUTURE
Council has made
a commitment to
net zero carbon
emissions by 2030
but the work to get us
to a safe climate has
just begun.

Cr Cath Blakey Ward 2
Transition

Council cars, trucks and equipment to
electric powered from 100% renewable energy.

Expand
the FOGO program into apartment buildings
to further reduce organic waste going to landfill.

Ensure

new developments are low energy, sustainable
buildings, and are equipped for electric vehicles and
car-share schemes.

Install

regular community recycling drop-off centres
and recycling bins in public spaces..

Put

solar panels on Council buildings, carparks and
former landfill sites.

DIVERSITY
AND FAIRNESS

Increase

We celebrate our city’s
diversity. Wollongong
is a proud union
town and is home to
people speaking over
80 languages. We
fly the rainbow flag.
Everyone has a right
to a secure home and
basic services.

Ensure

Wollongong’s social housing by requiring
developers to build or contribute more.
the new libraries at Warrawong and
Helensburgh are welcome spaces for everyone,
integrating community groups and services.

Make

beaches and community facilities more
accessible for people with a disability.

Make

Dapto pool free for people who don’t live close
to the beach.

Fund

more programs to support our status as a
refugee welcome zone.

For more detail go to www.illawarragreens.org.au

CREATIVITY AND
HAVING FUN
A healthy city has
a thriving cultural
and sporting life.
Everyone should
have opportunities to
express themselves,
play and have fun.
All kids need healthy
exercise.

Fund

more grants for community arts projects.

Reduce

licensing fees for arts and creative groups
using Council facilities to bring them into line with
the subsidised licences given to community sports
organisations.

Provide

more sporting fields, lighting and female
change rooms so that everyone in our community
who wants to play sport is able to.

Plan

new and improved skateparks in Port Kembla,
Wollongong and Thirroul, and a revamp at Dapto
and Unanderra.

Meet

the demand for adventure facilities such
as mountain bike trails by ensuring they are welldesigned and in suitable places.

Build

amazing playgrounds.
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