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Hypocrisy of Leave campaigners 
 
Today a new deal between the UK and the European Union has been outlined by the Prime 
Minister, which will be discussed by European leaders at the European Council later this 
month. 
 
These are meaningful reforms which would strengthen our economic co-operation with 
Europe, bringing jobs and growth to the UK, whilst also taking back greater control over our 
national interests, notably giving national Parliaments more control over EU legislation. 
 
Today, Leave campaigners have roundly attacked these proposals. Nigel Farage has said 
they are “ludicrous”, Matthew Elliot of Vote Leave said they are “trivial”, and Leave.eu have 
said they are a “a fudge and a farce”. They have attacked them as being a “smokescreen”, 
and “nothing more than a PR exercise”. 
 
This is, however, deeply hypocritical as leave campaigners have a long history of 
campaigning for and championing the very reforms the Prime Minister is today proposing. 
 
This past support for the Prime Minister’s renegotiating stance highlights the deep hypocrisy 
at the heart of the Leave campaigners’ criticisms: They have pre-emptively rejected the final 
renegotiation package and are the only people who have given up on reform and want to 
walk away from Europe come what may.  
 
The leave campaigns’ hypocrisy will put the many benefits we gain from being in Europe – 
trade, jobs, low prices, investment – at risk. 
 
How the Leave campaigns used to support the renegotiation 
 
Leave campaigners have a long history of campaigning for and championing the very 
reforms the Prime Minister is seeking in his renegotiation of the Britain’s relationship with the 
EU. 
 
A: Economic Governance  
 
Protecting non-Eurozone members 
 

• Protections for non-Eurozone members are included within the UK Government and 
European Commission’s renegotiation proposals. 

 
“Legal acts, including intergovernmental agreements between Member 
States, directly linked to the functioning of the euro area shall respect the 
internal market or economic, social and territorial cohesion, and shall not 
constitute a barrier to or discrimination in trade between Member States. 
These acts shall respect the competences, rights and obligations of Member 
States whose currency is not the euro.” 
President of European Council letter to EU Heads of Government, 2nd 
February 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

This has been repeatedly supported by leave campaigners. 
 

• Matthew Elliott, Chief Executive of Vote Leave, has previously prioritised protecting 
“the City and financial services” and protecting the UK “from Eurozone meddling.” 

 
“The Change we need 
“Protect the City and financial services 
“Protect the UK from Eurozone meddling” 
Matthew Elliott, 3 February 2015, 
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-
changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html  

 
• Business for Britain’s ‘Change or Go’, which, in its own words, “sets out what 

changes should be sought from the renegotiation”, says “a permanent mechanism for 
protecting the non-Eurozone states” is a “benchmark” for renegotiation.  

 
“A permanent mechanism for protecting the non-Eurozone states must have been 
introduced” 
Business for Britain, ‘Change or Go’, http://forbritain.org/cogchapter5.pdf  

 
• Matthew Elliott has said that, “If the Government gets a two-tier Europe, we’re very 

much in.” 
 

“If the Government gets a two-tier Europe, we’re very much in” 
Matthew Elliott, 1 June 2015, http://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/isabel-
oakeshott-eurosceptics-need-to-wake-up-if-they-want-us-to-leave-the-eu-
10289339.html  

 
• Peter Cruddas, Business for Britain board member, has said that it was time for a 

“debate about how to protect the UK from further misrule by Brussels and the 
Eurozone.” 

 
“Is it not time we had a serious debate about how to protect the UK from further 
misrule by Brussels and the Eurozone?”  
Peter Cruddas, Telegraph, 23 June 2015, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/banksandfinance/11694461/Time-
for-the-City-to-speak-up-on-the-case-for-Brexit.html 

 
• John Redwood, leading leave campaigner, has said that protections for non-Euro 

members must be “at the core of the renegotiation.” 
 

“At the core of the renegotiation must be an answer to the conundrum of how does a 
non-euro member of the EU avoid being sucked into the political union that the euro 
now needs?” 
John Redwood, 30 June 2015, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/general-election-
2015/politics-blog/11707610/John-Redwood-The-UK-either-needs-to-dine-a-la-carte-
in-the-EU-or-leave-the-restaurant.html  

 
• John Redwood, leading leave campaigner, has said that David Cameron “should 

concentrate on getting a new relationship for the Euro permanent outs.” 
 

“Instead he should concentrate on getting a new relationship for the Euro permanent 
outs as the greater Euro zone presses on to political union.” 
John Redwood, 18 July 2014, http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2014/07/18/what-can-
we-expect-from-our-new-eu-commissioner-candidate/  

 

http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://forbritain.org/cogchapter5.pdf
http://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/isabel-oakeshott-eurosceptics-need-to-wake-up-if-they-want-us-to-leave-the-eu-10289339.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/isabel-oakeshott-eurosceptics-need-to-wake-up-if-they-want-us-to-leave-the-eu-10289339.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/isabel-oakeshott-eurosceptics-need-to-wake-up-if-they-want-us-to-leave-the-eu-10289339.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/banksandfinance/11694461/Time-for-the-City-to-speak-up-on-the-case-for-Brexit.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/banksandfinance/11694461/Time-for-the-City-to-speak-up-on-the-case-for-Brexit.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/general-election-2015/politics-blog/11707610/John-Redwood-The-UK-either-needs-to-dine-a-la-carte-in-the-EU-or-leave-the-restaurant.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/general-election-2015/politics-blog/11707610/John-Redwood-The-UK-either-needs-to-dine-a-la-carte-in-the-EU-or-leave-the-restaurant.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/general-election-2015/politics-blog/11707610/John-Redwood-The-UK-either-needs-to-dine-a-la-carte-in-the-EU-or-leave-the-restaurant.html
http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2014/07/18/what-can-we-expect-from-our-new-eu-commissioner-candidate/
http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2014/07/18/what-can-we-expect-from-our-new-eu-commissioner-candidate/
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• John Redwood has supported the principle of “Eurozone members completing a 
political union” alongside “a new and looser relationship for the UK.” 

 
“The first is that the UK fully accepts the logic of the single currency. The UK will not 
stand in the way of Eurozone members completing a political union to complete their 
currency union, as long as the rest of the EU understands this necessitates a new 
and looser relationship for the UK.” 
John Redwood, February 15 2015, http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2015/02/15/what-
would-a-new-uk-relationship-with-the-eu-look-like/  

 
• Steve Baker, chair of Conservatives for Britain, and other leading Leave campaigners 

specify resolving “the question of what should be the relationship between the 
Eurozone and non-Eurozone states” as part of “fundamental change in our 
relationship with the EU.” 

 
“There must be reform of the EU and fundamental change in our relationship with the 
EU (…) resolve the question of what should be the relationship between the 
Eurozone and non-Eurozone states” 
Steve Baker MP, Douglas Carswell MP, Kate Hoey MP, Kelvin Hopkins MP, Bernard 
Jenkin MP, Owen Paterson MP, Graham Stringer MP, 
http://www.stevebaker.info/2015/06/statement-on-the-formation-of-an-exploratory-
committee-for-the-eu-referendum/  

 
B: Competitiveness 
 
Strengthening competition and cutting red tape 
 

• Commitments to strengthen competitiveness and cut red tape, especially for SMEs, 
are included within UK Government and European Commission’s renegotiation 
proposals. 

 
“At the same time, the relevant EU institutions and Member States will take 
concrete steps towards better regulation, which is a key driver to deliver the 
above-mentioned objectives. This means lowering administrative burdens and 
compliance costs on economic operators, especially small and medium 
enterprises, and repealing unnecessary legislation as foreseen in the 
Declaration of the Commission on a subsidiarity implementation mechanism 
and a burden reduction implementation mechanism, while continuing to 
ensure high regulatory standards. And the European Union will pursue an 
active and ambitious policy of trade.” 
President of European Council letter to EU Heads of Government, 2nd 
February 2016 

 
This has been repeatedly supported by leave campaigners.  
 

• Matthew Elliott, Chief Executive of Vote Leave, has previously advocated the EU 
cutting red tape. 

 
“The Change we need 
“Cut EU red tape for SMEs and start-ups.” 
Matthew Elliott, 3 February 2015, 
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-
changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html  

 
 

http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2015/02/15/what-would-a-new-uk-relationship-with-the-eu-look-like/
http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2015/02/15/what-would-a-new-uk-relationship-with-the-eu-look-like/
http://www.stevebaker.info/2015/06/statement-on-the-formation-of-an-exploratory-committee-for-the-eu-referendum/
http://www.stevebaker.info/2015/06/statement-on-the-formation-of-an-exploratory-committee-for-the-eu-referendum/
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
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• John Mills, Head of Labour Leave, has previously congratulated David Cameron on 
prioritising “flexibility and fairness to boost competitiveness.” 

 
“David Cameron should be congratulated for laying down markers on how the EU 
needs to change along the lines of flexibility and fairness to boost competitiveness” 
John Mills, 30 April 2013, http://labour-uncut.co.uk/2013/04/30/there-is-no-reason-
why-labour-should-fear-eu-renegotiation/  

 
• Leave.EU say reducing red tape and regulation, and protecting the City, would be a 

measure of success for the renegotiation.  
 

“Only by achieving the following would we deem the government's renegotiation to be 
a success:…A huge reduction in red tape and regulations for British businesses and 
start-ups…A reduction in EU regulation to protect the City and financial services 
industries”  
Leave.EU website, accessed 2 February 2016, https://leave.eu/en/faqs 

 
• Matthew Elliott, speaking as the Chief Executive of Business for Britain, called for the 

Prime Minister to address European red tape. 
 

“The ‘self-harm’ inflicted by the EU in overregulation is causing severe harm to 
Britain’s businesses. The Prime Minister should explore sensible…if he wants to free 
the UK’s vital SMEs from Brussels’ overbearing red tape.”  
Matthew Elliott, 24 January 2014, http://businessforbritain.org/2014/01/24/pm-right-to-
highlight-problem-of-eu-overregulation/ 

 
• Business for Britain say they want reform of the EU on the “principles of 

competitiveness.” 
 

“We want to see fundamental reform of the EU based on the principles of 
competitiveness, flexibility; powers flowing back to the Member States, democratic 
accountability, and fairness.”  
Business for Britain website, accessed 2 February 2016, 
http://businessforbritain.org/about/ 

 
• Kate Hoey, Co-Chair of Labour Leave, singled out red tape and regulation as the 

issue that needed reform in Europe.  
 
“We need a Europe of co-operating nations — not a European superstate with vast 
red tape and regulation. Radical reform is needed and if that doesn’t happen then we 
need to have the confidence to recognise that leaving would make us a freer and 
ultimately wealthier nation.”  
Kate Hoey, 23 October 2014, http://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/kate-hoey-if-eu-does-
not-reform-uk-should-quit-1-6376032#ixzz3z0WCymDJ 
 

• UKIP’s 2015 manifesto called for a stop on excessive regulation in Europe.  
 

“Excessive regulations stream out of Brussels, adding huge administrative and 
financial burdens to the challenges already faced by small businesses. All this must 
stop”  
UKIP manifesto, 15 April 2015, 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ukipdev/pages/1103/attachments/original/142
9295050/UKIPManifesto2015.pdf?1429295050 

 
  

http://labour-uncut.co.uk/2013/04/30/there-is-no-reason-why-labour-should-fear-eu-renegotiation/
http://labour-uncut.co.uk/2013/04/30/there-is-no-reason-why-labour-should-fear-eu-renegotiation/
https://leave.eu/en/faqs
http://businessforbritain.org/2014/01/24/pm-right-to-highlight-problem-of-eu-overregulation/
http://businessforbritain.org/2014/01/24/pm-right-to-highlight-problem-of-eu-overregulation/
http://businessforbritain.org/about/
http://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/kate-hoey-if-eu-does-not-reform-uk-should-quit-1-6376032#ixzz3z0WCymDJ
http://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/kate-hoey-if-eu-does-not-reform-uk-should-quit-1-6376032#ixzz3z0WCymDJ
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ukipdev/pages/1103/attachments/original/1429295050/UKIPManifesto2015.pdf?1429295050
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ukipdev/pages/1103/attachments/original/1429295050/UKIPManifesto2015.pdf?1429295050
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C: Sovereignty 
 
Opting out of ‘ever closer union’ 
 

• Protections against ‘ever closer union’ are included within the UK Government and 
European Commission’s renegotiation proposals. 
 

“The Treaties allow an evolution towards a deeper degree of integration 
among the Member States that share such a vision of their common future, 
without this applying to other Member States. 
“It is recognized that the United Kingdom, in the light of the specific situation it 
has under the Treaties, is not committed to further political integration into the 
European Union. [The substance of this will be incorporated into the Treaties 
at the time of their next revision in accordance with the relevant provisions of 
the Treaties and the respective constitutional requirements of the Member 
States.]” 
President of European Council letter to EU Heads of Government, 2nd 

February 2016 
 
This has been repeatedly supported by leave campaigners.  
 

• Matthew Elliott, Chief Executive of Vote Leave, previously put “An end to ever closer 
union” as the number one reform the Government should seek from Europe.  

 
“The Change we need 
1. An end to ever closer union” 
Matthew Elliott, 3 February 2015, 
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-
changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html  

 
• Business for Britain’s ‘Change or Go’, which, in its own words, “sets out what 

changes should be sought from the renegotiation”, says exempting Britain “from the 
commitment to ‘ever closer union” is a “benchmark” for renegotiation.  
 

“The EU must have exempted Britain from the commitment to ‘ever closer union’” 
Business for Britain, ‘Change or Go’, http://forbritain.org/cogchapter5.pdf  

 
• John Mills, Head of Labour Leave, has previously advocated ending “ever closer 

union.”  

 
“The UK does not want to be part of a United States of Europe but how are we going 
to safeguard our position from "ever closer union" if we are the only large country in 
the EU but outside the euro?” 
John Mills, 12 October 2015, http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/john-mills-why-top-labour-
donor-backing-calls-brexit-eu-1523589  

 
• Nigel Farage, UKIP Leader, has repeatedly attacked the concept of “ever closer 

union.”  
 

“We remain committed by Treaty to make progress towards an ever closer union 
whose currency is the Euro” 
Nigel Farage, 2012, http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://forbritain.org/cogchapter5.pdf
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/john-mills-why-top-labour-donor-backing-calls-brexit-eu-1523589
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/john-mills-why-top-labour-donor-backing-calls-brexit-eu-1523589
http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf
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“Being just part of a single market or customs union is not possible because the 
whole of the EU’s interpretation of what the Single Market is and how you create it 
offers no possibility other than ever closer Union. 
Nigel Farage, 2012, http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf 

 
“‘[The EU has]… never tried to hide it: ‘ever closer union’ was in from the beginning 
and has been constantly repeated ever since – in endless variations… It is an all or 
nothing proposition going in only one direction – and the only fair question in any 
referendum MUST reflect that reality.” 
Nigel Farage, 2012, http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf 

 
• While many leave campaigners will say that this move in symbolic, Nigel Farage has 

said that “words matter” in relation to “ever closer union.” 
 

“Words matter. The way you describe anything helps define your thinking… The 
original 1957 Treaty of Rome explicitly commits signatories to “ever closer union” 
Nigel Farage, 2012, http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf  

 
• Nigel Lawson has said that “’ever closer union’ has to be explicitly abandoned.” 

 
“To be precise, the notion that "more Europe" must always be promoted, that there is 
no acceptable end to the process of integration short of a full-blown United States of 
Europe, and that the watchword must always be that of "ever closer union" has to be 
explicitly abandoned.” 
Nigel Lawson, 5 September 2011, http://www.theguardian.com/politics/wintour-and-
watt/2011/sep/05/eu-margaretthatcher  

 
• Nigel Lawson, writing for Conservatives for Britain, says that ‘ever closer union’ is the 

number one reason why Britain should leave the EU. 
 

“Why should we leave? There are three main reasons. The first is that it is a political 
project whose objective we don’t share...That is what ‘Ever Closer Union’ is about.”  
Nigel Lawson, 12 January 2016, http://conservativesforbritain.org/2016/01/12/lord-
lawson-outlines-the-case-for-leaving-the-eu/  

 
• Leave campaigner, David Campbell-Bannerman, has said that “this EU referendum 

is a once in a lifetime opportunity to…end ever closer union.” 
 

“CfB understands this EU referendum is a once in a lifetime opportunity to reform our 
relationship and end ever closer union - or for Britain to avoid immersion and 
destruction within an emerging European Superstate by withdrawal.” 
David Campbell-Bannerman, 9 June 2015, 
http://www.conwayfor.org/david_campbell_bannerman_mep_time_for_radical_chang
e_in_the_eu_or_else_we_brexit  

 
• Paul Nuttall, UKIP Deputy Leader, has attacked the concept of “ever closer union.” 

 
“The only thing that is certain is ever closer union.”  
Paul Nuttall, 25 May 2015,  
http://www.ukip.org/france_and_germany_plan_to_strip_power_of_taxation_away_fro
m_national_governments  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf
http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf
http://www.ukipmeps.org/uploads/file/ReferendumStichUp.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/wintour-and-watt/2011/sep/05/eu-margaretthatcher
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/wintour-and-watt/2011/sep/05/eu-margaretthatcher
http://conservativesforbritain.org/2016/01/12/lord-lawson-outlines-the-case-for-leaving-the-eu/
http://conservativesforbritain.org/2016/01/12/lord-lawson-outlines-the-case-for-leaving-the-eu/
http://www.conwayfor.org/david_campbell_bannerman_mep_time_for_radical_change_in_the_eu_or_else_we_brexit
http://www.conwayfor.org/david_campbell_bannerman_mep_time_for_radical_change_in_the_eu_or_else_we_brexit
http://www.ukip.org/france_and_germany_plan_to_strip_power_of_taxation_away_from_national_governments
http://www.ukip.org/france_and_germany_plan_to_strip_power_of_taxation_away_from_national_governments
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• Kelvin Hopkins, a member of Labour Leave, has said that “UK disengagement from 
the concept [of ever closer union] could be politically significant.” 

 
“UK disengagement from the concept [of ever closer union] could be politically 
significant as it could be used to advocate further opt-outs in future Treaty 
negotiations or to resist integrationist initiatives.” 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmeuleg/458/45812.ht
m  

 
• Vote Leave spokesperson Luke Johnson said that the reforms were “condescending” 

because they didn’t “address the fundamental issues such as ending ever closer 
union that the EU is committed to.” 
 

“No, I think it’s relatively trivial and I’m afraid to say that I think the negotiations of 
supposed reforms that Cameron is attempting at the moment are effectively 
condescending to us because they’re a device, they’re not going to lead to much 
change, and I fear it’s not going to address the fundamental issues such as ending 
ever closer union that the EU is committed to.” 
Luke Johnson, BBC Andrew Marr Show, 31 January 2015, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06znclc 

 
Introducing a ‘red card’ for national parliaments over EU legislation  

 
• A ‘red card’ system is introduced within the UK Government and European 

Commission’s renegotiation proposals. 
 

“Where reasoned opinions on the non-compliance of a draft Union legislative 
act with the principle of subsidiarity, sent within 12 weeks from the 
transmission of that draft, represent more than 55 % of the votes allocated to 
the national Parliaments, the Council Presidency will include the item on the 
agenda of the Council for a comprehensive discussion on these opinions and 
on the consequences to be drawn therefrom.” 
President of European Council letter to EU Heads of Government, 2nd 
February 2016 

 
This has been repeatedly supported by leave campaigners.  
 

• Matthew Elliott, Chief Executive of Vote Leave, previously argued for Britain to have 
the right to veto EU laws. 

 
“Restore Britain’s right to veto EU laws” 
Matthew Elliott, 3 February 2015, 
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-
changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html  

 
• A Business for Britain paper, ‘The Government’s agenda for an EU renegotiation’, 

openly argued for the ‘red card’ system, saying it would “give national parliaments the 
right to block legislation… by grouping together to form a blocking majority.” 

 
The Red Card system would give national parliaments the right to block legislation 
rather make the European Commission ‘reconsider laws’, as the current Yellow Card 
system does. A Red Card would allow national parliaments to force the EU to 
abandon a policy, either through acting independently or by grouping together to form 
a blocking majority. 
Business for Britain, ‘The Government’s agenda for an EU renegotiation’, 
http://forbritain.org/agendaforreform.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmeuleg/458/45812.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmeuleg/458/45812.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06znclc
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://www.conservativehome.com/thinktankcentral/2015/02/matthew-elliott-the-ten-changes-we-need-in-our-relationship-with-the-eu.html
http://forbritain.org/agendaforreform.pdf
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• Business for Britain’s ‘Change or Go’, which, in its own words, “sets out what 

changes should be sought from the renegotiation”, advocates a red card system. 
 

“Far more effective tools are needed to ensure that the UK could block measures that 
it fundamentally disagrees with, and these tools must be secured in any 
renegotiation. Examples of possible changes could be the securing of a genuine ‘red 
card’ (which would give legal weight to the parliaments’ opposition and would force 
the European Commission to drop proposals)” 
Business for Britain, ‘Change or Go’, p.208, http://forbritain.org/cogwholebook.pdf  

 
• 95 Conservative MPs wrote to David Cameron urging him to implement a “national 

veto over current and future EU laws a reality.” 
 

“we would urge you to back the European Scrutiny Committee proposal and make the 
idea of a national veto over current and future EU laws a reality” 
11 January 2014, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/conservative/10566124/EU-veto-The-Tory-
MPs-letter-to-David-Cameron.html  

 
• In response to the above, leading Eurosceptic Chris Grayling said it was not “realistic 

(that)... any one parliament can veto laws across the European Union", showing the 
significance of having a blocking majority. 

 
Mr Grayling told BBC One's Sunday Politics: "I don't think it's realistic (that)... any one 
parliament can veto laws across the European Union." 
He added: "We have got to have a system that's viable. I'm not convinced we can 
have a system where one parliament can veto European legislation." 
BBC News 21 January 2104, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-25701515  

 
D. Social benefits and free movement 
 
Limiting migrants’ access to benefits 
 

• New powers to limit EU migrants’ access to benefits are included within the UK 
Government and European Commission’s renegotiation proposals. 

 
“in order to take account of a pull factor arising from a Member State's in-work 
benefits regime, a proposal to amend Regulation (EC) No 492/2011 on 
freedom of movement for workers within the Union which will provide for an 
alert and safeguard mechanism that responds to situations of inflow of 
workers from other Member States of an exceptional magnitude over an 
extended period of time.” 
President of European Council letter to EU Heads of Government, 2nd 

February 2016 
 
This has been repeatedly supported by leave campaigners.  
 

• UKIP previously supported restricting access to new immigrants until they “have paid 
tax and NI for five years.” 

 
“End access to benefits and free NHS treatment for new immigrants until they have 
paid tax and NI for five years” 
UKIP manifesto 2015, http://www.ukip.org/ukip_manifesto_summary 

http://forbritain.org/cogwholebook.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/conservative/10566124/EU-veto-The-Tory-MPs-letter-to-David-Cameron.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/conservative/10566124/EU-veto-The-Tory-MPs-letter-to-David-Cameron.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-25701515
http://www.ukip.org/ukip_manifesto_summary


9 
 

 

 
• Paul Nuttall, UKIP Deputy Leader, has said the Government must “protect” UK 

taxpayers from paying for more migrant benefits.  
  

“What steps will the government be taking to protect our tax-payers from this benefit 
‘bonanza’, which is potentially disastrous for our budget, at a time when the British 
people are facing cutbacks and austerity?” 
Paul Nuttall, 3 May 2011, http://www.paulnuttallmep.com/benefit-fears/  

 
• Nigel Farage has criticised the “pull factor” of UK benefits, and does not think it is fair 

that “migrants can come and immediately start drawing benefits.” 
 
“You want these as and when? And you can’t blame people wanting to come here. 
I don’t blame them. I’d come here myself if I was in their position. So would you. 
Anyone would be tempted… 
“£60 a week – with the purchasing power of five times that. Sent back to Romania or 
Bulgaria. What an incentive. What a draw. What a pull factor, as they call it in 
immigration circles. 
“And while you can’t blame them – is it fair? Is it fair for the people who are already 
here in this country. Who’ve paid in to the system? 
“That migrants can come and immediately start drawing benefits? When we, the host 
country, is strapped for cash, when youth unemployment is at a million, when the 
NHS is groaning and the deficit is a burden on every family?” 
Nigel Farage, 20 September 2013, UKIP Conference, 
http://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2013/09/nigel-farages-speech-full-text-and-audio/ 

 
• John Redwood has previously called on the Government to address the issue of 

migrants’ access to benefits with a “contributory based system.” 
 

“The original idea of free movement was the free movement of workers, not the free 
movement of benefit seekers… 
“I have urged this government to switch us over to a contributory based system where 
all can be treated fairly but where UK citizens who have contributed – or who have 
earned entitlement by undertaking full time education here for a specified period – 
qualify for benefits that would not be given to new arrivals.” 
John Redwood, 4 Nov 2014, John Redwood Diary, 
http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2014/11/04/benefits-and-the-eu/ 

 
• Leading figures from Vote Leave have also called for restrictions on welfare benefits 

as “an economic disincentive for coming to the UK.” 
 

“Furthermore, Britain could also restrict access to welfare benefits for EU citizens to 
act as an economic disincentive for coming to the UK.” 
Jon Moynihan, Andrew Allum, Matthew Elliott, Luke Johnson, Mark Littlewood, John 
Mills, Helena Morrissey and Viscount Ridley [Joint Article], 25 June 2015, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/eureferendum/11698869/Immigration-
Britain-can-only-control-who-comes-in-if-we-leave-the-EU.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.paulnuttallmep.com/benefit-fears/
http://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2013/09/nigel-farages-speech-full-text-and-audio/
http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/2014/11/04/benefits-and-the-eu/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/eureferendum/11698869/Immigration-Britain-can-only-control-who-comes-in-if-we-leave-the-EU.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/eureferendum/11698869/Immigration-Britain-can-only-control-who-comes-in-if-we-leave-the-EU.html
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• Business for Britain’s ‘Change or Go’, which, in its own words, “sets out what 
changes should be sought from the renegotiation”, says many EU nations have a 
contributory system, which can reduce the incentive for migrants to come to the 
country in question. 
 

“It is outside the scope of this Section to advocate an overhaul of the UK benefits 
system, but as has been noted previously, many EU nations have a contributory 
system, which can reduce the incentive for migrants to come to the country in 
question.” 
Change or Go, pg 401, http://forbritain.org/cogwholebook.pdf 

 
• The TaxPayers’ Alliance, which was founded by Matthew Elliott, Chief Executive of 

Vote Leave, has said, in the context of migrants coming to the UK, that “the bloated 
welfare budget” must be brought under control. 
 

“Migrants coming to the UK to work hard and make a life for their families should be 
welcome, but we must also ensure that the bloated welfare budget is brought under 
control.” 
Jonathan Isaby, Chief Executive of the Taxpayers’ Alliance, 29 June 2014, 
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/493066/Sponging-migrants-benefits-halved 

 

http://forbritain.org/cogwholebook.pdf
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/493066/Sponging-migrants-benefits-halved


 

 

Find out more 

If you haven’t signed up yet, add your name below and show you’re 
backing the campaign to secure a stronger Britain. 

www.strongerin.co.uk/join 

If you would like to support the campaign 
on behalf of your business: 

www.strongerin.co.uk/business 

 

Follow on Twitter 

@StrongerIn 

 
Sign up on Facebook 

facebook.com/StrongerInCampaign 

 
Contact us 

e: contact@strongerin.co.uk 
t: +44 20 3287 2621 

 

 

 

 

Promoted by Will Straw on behalf of The In Campaign Ltd, a company 

incorporated in England & Wales under company registration #964119  and 

whose registered address is at St Bride's House, Salisbury Square, London, EC4Y 8EH. 
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