
Whereas the Michigan legislature is currently considering Senate Bill No. 446 that would 

effectively prevent local governments from regulating short-term Airbnb-style rentals by, 

among other provisions, defining short-term Airbnb-style rentals as non-commercial and 

“a residential use of property and a permitted use in all residential zones,” and 

 

Whereas, Senate Bill No. 446 would prohibit local governments from applying rules to 

these properties that are different than those applied to other residential dwellings in the 

same zone, and 

 

Whereas, the benefits of short-term rentals must be balanced against significant concerns 

including 

 

• Airbnb does not publicly disclose addresses of its units, displays maps on its 

website that include only approximate locations of its units, and prohibits on its 

website “content that is sufficient to identify a listing’s location,” all of which 

make it difficult for regulators or neighbors to know where short-term rentals are 

operating 

 

• strangers could use undisclosed short-term rentals to gain access to multi-family 

apartment buildings and condominiums where such short-term rentals are 

prohibited creating safety risks for residents 

 

• Airbnb or other companies that withhold from the public the locations of their 

units could operate short-term rentals near the governor’s official residence 

without public knowledge, creating potential safety risks when the governor was 

recently the target of a kidnapping plot 

 

• commercial operators could convert multiple residential units into full-time short-

term rentals thereby reducing the supply of affordable housing in communities 

 

• short-term rentals have become party houses, drawing noise complaints 

 

• Airbnb could continue a pattern of racism identified in 2016 by researchers at 

Harvard University who found discrimination against African Americans in 

Airbnb rentals by contacting hosts with inquiries from guests who appeared to be 

of different races 

 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Ingham County Democratic Party opposes Senate Bill 

446 because we believe that local governments need more tools rather than fewer to 

address the type of concerns raised by short-term rentals. 


