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Meet the 2021 ESG Conference Scholarship Winners! 
The Emeriti of the First Affirmative Financial Network present the 2021 ESG For Impact Conference Scholarship Winners. 

 
 

Reem Fatayerji is completing her MBA at Duke University, where she is 
speakers/events coordinator for the impact investing cohort after earning her 
bachelor’s degree in International Relations and Economics at University of California, 
Davis. She previously worked in a consulting firm supporting nonprofits in impact 
management, finance, and strategy, and as an analyst with an investment consulting 
firm. Reem writes: “I am aiming to work with an impact investing company working 
directly with clients in the sustainability space.” 

 

David Krantz is completing his PhD in sustainability at Arizona State University, focusing 
on solar energy and faith-based environmentalism. Drawn by a religious impulse to 
integrate scholarship and social action, David was a member of the ASU team which 
won the Intentional Endowment Network’s 2021 Corporate Engagement Competition; 
he will present the team’s remarkable work on BlackRock at the Conference. David 
earned master’s degrees in public administration and Judaic studies from New York 
University, a master's degree in journalism from UC Berkeley, and a degree in 
journalism and Hebraic studies from Rutgers University. 

 

Katrina Lang is completing her master’s Degree in International Relations at Florida 
State University, with an eye to advancing responsible investing internationally and to 
bring her involvement in SRI forward. She worked in client support for a First 
Affirmative-affiliated representative for four years. Katrina writes: “Understanding the 
history of the field in the United States by learning from the current leaders will help 
my personal knowledge of the field, as well as propel the continuation of innovation 
and interest for students and SRI/ESG career seekers such as myself.” 

 

Nicholas McCrossan is completing his master’s degree in Sustainability Solutions at 
Arizona State University, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in Finance and Supply 
Chain Management. He serves as an ESG intern at ASU Enterprise Partners, which 
manages ASU’s endowment, and serves as president of the Sustainable Impact and 
Financial Initiative, which has managed a portion of the endowment under ESG 
guidelines and now focuses on advocacy work. He writes: “ESG 4 Impact would be the 
perfect place to supplement my individual studies with multiple days of conversations 
with peers and mentors who share my passion for sustainable investing.” 



 

Jordan McGuire is completing her Bachelor of Business Administration at William & 
Mary, with a concentration in sustainability. She previously worked for a student loan 
consulting firm helping grad students refinance their loans, and recently completed an 
ESG internship at an investment management firm. She writes: “I would like to attend 
this conference… to meet and network with individuals who are impacting the ESG 
investment world… I aspire to work for a sustainability-focused fund and work directly 
with clients who wish to have their portfolio geared towards their own values.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

About the ESG for Impact Conference Scholarship Program 

The emeritus representatives of First Affirmative Financial Network founded the SRI Scholarship Program in 2015 
to help ensure that the culture, commitment, and competence of the impact investing movement be sustained into 
the next generation. We believe the values-driven, multi-disciplinary community of practice that has formed the 
foundation of the now robust Sustainable Responsible Impact investment industry (aka ESG) is a unique and vital 
part of the business model. As people who brought the concept and practice of investing for fair returns and 
positive impact to the public one client conversation at a time, we understand the value of personal connection. 
We bring a diverse group of top students and young professionals to what’s now the annual ESG For Impact 
conference so they can experience and be welcomed into this community. 
 
In service of these goals, we actively solicit a diverse group of applicants and then "blind" the applications before 
sending them to our readers who score them based on specific criteria and the readers’ many years of client-facing 
experience. We require the winners to communicate what they are learning to their networks as a condition of the 
scholarship. We use the time at the conference to integrate winners into the community with personal 
introductions and mentoring. After the conference, we stay in touch and integrate them into a network of winners 
across class years. 
 
We treat all donors as equal contributors, regardless of the size of their donation, to maintain the communal and 
collaborative culture of the project. We operate exclusively with volunteer labor so ALL donations go toward 
maximizing the number of winners who can attend the conference. 
 
Please consider joining us in this work by making a tax-deductible contribution to the ESG Conference 
Scholarship Fund through our fiscal partner The Crane Institute of Sustainability, home of the Intentional 
Endowments Network at: https://www.intentionalendowments.org/esg_conference_scholarship.  
 
For more information, please contact esg4impactscholars@gmail.com. 
 
VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

 Our Generous Donors including… Georgette Frazer and Don Beyer; Ron Cohen; George Gay, First 
Affirmative Financial Network; Hansen’s Advisory Services; Peter & Claudia Kinder; Celia Mueller; Natural 
Investments; Newground Social Investment; Mark Regier; Simonetti Sandmel Family. 

 Our Readers: Georgette Frazer, Celia Mueller, Charles Sandmel, Steve Schueth, and Amy Thacker 

 And our Fiscal Partner: The Crane Institute of Sustainability / Intentional Endowments Network, 
www.intentionalendowments.org, especially Noreen Marton.  


