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SUPRANATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE BACKING THE ALLIANCE AND ITS 

AMBITION 

Fiona Reynolds

CEO, Principles for 

Responsible Investment

Asset Owners hold a unique 

position at the top of the investment 

chain, with the power to set 

investment strategies that can help 

mitigate climate change.

Inger Andersen

Executive Director, UN 

Environment Programme

I applaud the leadership of this 

Alliance. The commitment sends a 

strong signal that investors are 

listening to science, and moving us 

to a path of resilience and

sustainability.



ASSET OWNERS AROUND THE WORLD HAVE JOINED THE ALLIANCE FOR 

SEVERAL KEY REASONS
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“Responsibility on climate 

protection falls especially on 

those who own businesses. 

Asset Owners must play a role 

in shaping the necessary 

structural change.”

Günther Thallinger, CIO

Allianz

“We are committed to the 

advocacy, engagement and 

integration of climate risk and 

opportunity across our 

portfolio to meet that 

challenge as fiduciaries.”

Anne Simpson, Director

CalPERS

“Send a strong signal to the 

companies in which we took 

participations, creating 

therefore a leverage effect on 

the whole economy.”

Joel Prohin, CIO

CDC

“The Alliance can act together 

as active owners and ask 

companies to transform their 

business models to comply 

with the Paris agreement.”

Torben Pedersen, CEO

PensionDanmark

“We have a leadership role to 

take in fostering the transition 

to a carbon-neutral economy. 

By working collectively, we will 

succeed in meeting our goals 

and building a more 

sustainable future.”

Charles Emond, President & 

CEO, CDPQ

“Committing to net-zero GHG 

emissions by 2050 is a great 

extension to our approach.”

Guido Fürer, CIO

Swiss Re

“We believe in active 

ownership and that an asset 

owner can make a difference 

in the needed transition 

towards a 1.5-degree world.”

Michael Kjeller, CIO

Folksam
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OUR AGENDA IS CLIMATE CHANGE AND A GLOBAL ALLIANCE TO BE PART OF

THE SOLUTION

To achieve the 1.5°C objective,

CO2 emissions need to be cut in

half every 10 years until 2050

Coordinated and determined action 

by public authorities, corporations 

and financial institutions to transition 

to a low carbon economy

Concrete actions and risk 

management by networking, 

knowledge sharing and aligning 

our portfolios

THE CHALLENGE

Joint climate action

THE SOLUTION

Coordinated action to

achieve 1.5°

THE ALLIANCE

Asset Owners as part of

the solution
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29 ASSET OWNERS WITH $5 TRILLION ASSETS AS STRONG SIGNAL OF 

SUPPORT TO POLICYMAKERS AND A CALL TO ACTION FOR THE ECONOMY

Commit to transitioning investment portfolios to net-zero GHG emissions by 2050 consistent with a maximum temperature rise of 

1.5C degrees above pre-industrial temperatures, taking into account the best available scientific knowledge including the findings of 

the IPCC, and regularly reporting on progress, including establishing intermediate targets every five years in line with Paris 

Agreement Article 4.9. 

In order to meet fiduciary duty to manage risks and achieve target investment returns, this Commitment must be embedded in a 

holistic ESG approach, incorporating but not limited to, climate change, and must emphasize GHG emissions reduction outcomes 

in the real economy.

Seek to reach this Commitment, especially through advocating for, and engaging on, corporate and industry action, as well as 

public policies, for a low-carbon transition of economic sectors in line with science and under consideration of associated social 

impacts.

This Commitment is made in the expectation that governments will follow through on their own commitments to ensure the 

objectives of the Paris Agreement are met.

THE COMMITMENT
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SCIENTIFIC STUDIES DEMONSTRATE AN URGENT NEED FOR RAPID 

REDUCTIONS OF CO2 EMISSIONS

Source: IPCC SR1.5 – Summary for Policy Makers, figure 3a

Global total net CO2 emissions

(in billion tons of CO2/year)

Illustrative model – Path to limit 

global warming to 1.5°C

Negative emissions

Annual CO2 emissions from fossil fuels and 

industry in 2018~38 Gt

Maximum total annual CO2 emissions in 2050 

and beyond, coupled with negative emission 

technologies
~4 Gt

Net Zero 2050 means a 50% chance of a maximum 1.5°

average global temperature increase by 2100 compared to 

pre-industrial level

420 Gt cumulative CO2 emissions left (“CO2 budget”) for a 2/3 

chance of limiting global warming to a max. 1.5°C temp. increase
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THE ALLIANCE PROVIDES MANY BENEFITS AND ENABLES LEADERSHIP IN 

THE AREA OF CLIMATE FINANCE 

To strengthen asset manager and portfolio company engagement by jointly leveraging existing efforts, 

e.g.,  CA100+, WEF Mission Possible, and encouraging sectoral dialogues to find solutions across value 

chains
01

To amplify asset owner requests to policymakers for a stable and supportive policy environment02

To ease navigation of the various measurement and reporting methodologies, to develop commonly 

standard frameworks and to close potential gaps we collaborate with various initiatives, e.g., Science 

Based Targets Initiative, 2 Degrees Investing Initiative, TCFD.
03

To benefit from the technical support of recognized organizations including UN Environment Finance 

Initiative (UNEP FI), Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI), WWF, and Mission 2020 (M2020)04

Why it is worth being part of the Asset Owner ALLIANCE JOURNEY
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DIFFERENT TRACKS REFLECT THE AMBITION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 

COMMITMENT

Monitoring, 

Reporting & 

Verification (MRV)

Develop a 

framework for 

Alliance target -

setting and 

reporting

1

Track

Engagement

Successful 

engagement of 

key sectors, 

companies and 

asset managers 

to develop 

transition 

pathways

2

Track

Policy

Strengthen 

connections and 

supporting 

dialogues on key 

policies for a 

transition to net-

zero by 2050

3

Track

Recruiting

Orchestrated 

outreach to 

further Asset 

Owners to 

significantly grow 

the Alliance

6

Track

Financing 

Transition

Explore ways to 

finance 

transformation 

and invest in new 

technologies 

needed to a net-

zero by 2050 

world

5

Track

Communication

Support all tracks 

by promoting 

activities of the 

Alliance and 

aligning 

messaging with 

stakeholder 

engagement

4

Track



COLLABORATION WILL BE KEY TO ACHIEVE THE REQUIRED STRUCTURAL 

ECONOMIC CHANGE

MUTUAL

INTERACTION

NEED FOR

COLLABORATION
Policymakers & Regulators

We asset owners, advocate for a net-zero carbon economy

by engaging with all relevant stakeholders across the

sector value chains including policy and regulators.

Our target is to achieve real world impact by driving the

transformation to a carbon free economy.

Thereby we achieve decarbonization of our investment

portfolios and also mitigate climate risk.

Companies 

and real 

economy

Finance

Society

8

Technology & Innovation
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THE ALLIANCE IN THE NEWS

THE ALLIANCE IN THE NEWS

Bloomberg: Investors make unprecedented 

commitment to net zero emissions

Financial Times: Moral Money special: UN green 

roof, protesters and what’s ahead

Financial Times: $4.3tn investor group adds more 

allies in fight for carbon neutrality

Responsible Investor: $2.4trn UN-backed asset 

owner alliance aims for net zero portfolios by 2050

Reuters: Pension funds and insurers pledge 

climate action at U.N. summit
World Economic Forum: Asset owners can help 

drive the economic change we need

IPE: Viewpoint: Investors commit to a net-zero 

future

https://www.bloomberg.com/press-releases/2019-09-23/investors-make-unprecedented-commitment-to-net-zero-emissions
https://www.ft.com/content/1c427066-de56-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/64f36a6a-3d4f-11ea-a01a-bae547046735
https://www.responsible-investor.com/articles/24trn-un-backed-asset-owner-alliance-aims-for-net-zero-portfolios-by-2050
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-un-investors/pension-funds-and-insurers-pledge-climate-action-at-u-n-summit-idUKKBN1W81AG
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/01/the-climate-emergency-demands-structural-economic-change/
https://www.ipe.com/reports/special-reports/esg/viewpoint-investors-commit-to-a-net-zero-future/10034268.article


SECRETARIAT MEMBERS TO CONTACT
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ALLIANCE CONTACTS AND WEBPAGE

https://www.unepfi.org/net-zero-alliance/

ALLIANCE WEBPAGE

Remco Fischer

UNEP FI

kai.fischer@un.org

Sagarika Chatterjee

PRI

sagarika.chatterjee@

unpri.org

Jesica Andrews

UNEP FI

jesica.andrews@un.org

Elke Pfeiffer

PRI

elke.pfeiffer@unpri.org

Udo Riese 

Allianz

udo.riese@allianz.de

Claudia Bolli

Swiss Re

Claudia_Bolli@swissre.c

om

Héléna Charrier

Caisse des Dépôts

Helena.Charrier@caissed

esdepots.fr

Philippe Batani

CDPQ

pbatani@cdpq.com

https://www.unepfi.org/net-zero-alliance/
mailto:kai.fisher@un.org
mailto:sagarika.chatterjee@unpri.org
mailto:jesica.andrews@un.org
mailto:elke.pfeiffer@unpri.org
mailto:udo.riese@allianz.de
mailto:Claudia_Bolli@swissre.com
mailto:Helena.Charrier@caissedesdepots.fr
mailto:pbatani@cdpq.com


THANK YOU


