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IAHR LAUDS RELEASE OF INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 

Interfaith Action for Human Rights, a mid-Atlantic faith-based human rights organization, lauds 
the release of the Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA interrogation practices during 
the former Administration.  

From much that has already been published we in the human rights community know that 
terrible atrocities were authorized by our government at the highest levels and carried out 
against those our government perceived to be enemies. Those of us tracking this behavior know 
that many who were swept up in the ‘War on Terror’ were innocent, guilty only of being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. “That we abandoned the rule of law, our principles and our 
values served this country very poorly,” states IAHR chair Suzanne Ohatnick.   Even if some 
information was gathered in this reprehensible way, in the larger picture, we alienated our allies, 
emboldened our enemies, providing them with excellent material for recruitment, and gave 
cover to despots around the world. Sadly, those trying to defend their actions began defending 
the use of torture, playing on Americans’ fears.  

It is an ugly picture for all to see that will be portrayed in this document due out today. Yet, if we 
are to return to the rule of law, to our principles and our values, this is a first step toward publicly 
acknowledging that we violated all of those principles. 

As an organization of people of faith, we are not without compassion for those who may have 
operated in a climate of both fear and confusion.  “But we cannot turn our faces away from the  
truth that our government sanctioned immoral and illegal acts; we await next steps,” states 
incoming Executive Director of IAHR Rabbi Charles Feinberg.   
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