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you have? How do
V  youshow you care
about your corminity ? How can
you be instrumental in making
changes you believe are import -
ant? These are questions that
each of us hasto ask ouiselves,
Some of us say it's our “concern
fox the cormunon goad;’ “patrio-
tism" or because of “our faith”

The Pima County Interfaith
Council offers our community a
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way to show its power andmakea The Pima County Interfaith Council teaches citizens from all back-
difference. The council, mnadeup  grounds how to engage effectively in strengthening their communities.

of over 30 faith communities and
local nonprofits, is payt of a larger
state community of faith orga-
nizations representing a broad
spectrurn of people. Working to-
gether, we have a much stronger
impact on important issues than
each can have alone,

We invite you to our account -
ability session at 3 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 30, at St. Pius X Catholic
Chuwch’s gym, 1800 N, Camino
Pio Déeimo.

At this event, we listen to
candidates from both parties
answer questions about issues
impostant to all of us. We ask for
answers about our concerns —
your concerns — from candidates
running for federal and state
office in competitive elections in
our region, These issues in-
clude funding for public educa-
tion, health care, immigration,
workforce development, food
insecurity, and our environment.
We have the opporltunity to hear
straight answers to tough ques-
tions that help guide our votes in
the November election,

For this especially critical etec-
tion season, the accountability

. session provides a major public

vent whele candldates for the
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Candidates will gather at the PCIC
accotntability sessionat 3p.m,
Sunday, Sept. 30, at St Pius X,
1800 N. Caminp Plo Bécimo,
Doors openat 2 pm,

U.S. Congress and the state Leg-
islature receive vetted questions
about specific issues important

" to the comrunity, All candidates
relevant to the local Pima County
area are invited to the event.

Cornpetitiveness of their
districts and the nature of the
issues underscore the reason
why certain candidates receive
questions. This year candidates
include those from U.S. Congres-
sional District 2 (Democrat Ann
Kirkpatrick and Republican Lea
Marquez Peterson) as well as Ari-
zona House candidates from state
Legislative Districts 2 and 10,
This event is not a debate,

PCIC does not tell voters whom
to vote for as we are strictly non-
‘partisan. We support the issues
that are important to our fami-
lies. We want to know how can-

didates will fight for our issues so
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that we can be informed voters.
After the election, we meet with
those elected to remnind them of
their promises and to hold them
accountable to us, their constit-
uents.

At Pima County Interfaith
Council, we believe that people
working together have the power
to effect change. We teach every-
day citizens from all backgrounds
and faith traditions how to col-
laborate and engage effectively in
strengthening our communities.
We are purposefully diverse. Our
member organizations include
communities of many faiths, as
well as nonprofit organizations
such as JobPath and the Com-
munity Food Bank, We are united
around issues that our mem-
bers have told us are important
in their lives. We seek to teach
communities to join together to
demand solutions to the prob-
lems that face all of us.

Come and be part of democra-
cyinaction!

Nancy Smith and Anne Leonarl are PCIC !
leaders from St.Pius X Catholic Church ‘
and Mountain Vista Unitarian Unwelsallst
Congrepation.




