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DALLAS AREA INTERFAITH

Program trains leaders
to put faith into action

By Violeta Rocha

Specral o T Tesas Cathdic

Miore than 2060 parishioners
representing 21 parishes
within ihe Diocese of [allas
participated barch 29-31 in
i qul.!l.:mllip IFNINE progriom
aimed ot "Welcoming the
Slranger.” The leadership
formaticon progeam, held at
Catholiz Charities Dallas, was
sponsored by the United Bintes
Conference of Catholic Bishops
and orgamzed by Dallas Area
Interfaith

The program. which is baing
aflered in hoth |':I:IH_1IE|'| Al
Spanigh in the 15 dicceses in
Texas, as well ns Mew Mexico,
Arizoma, and ather areas,
toguses on “lendership in dhe
Latino community, 50 thal
the church can reapond to the
Immigrant |.'-;_:1n|1|||.11i1:.'.

“Weo can't respond to the
community, if we don't hove
capable leaders,” Josephine
Loper Paul, lead organizer fior
Dallas Area Intarfaith, sad,

Auxiliory Bishop Gregory
Kelly of Dallas praised the
new beaders in attendance for
|.1rl|.'|.1:i|:|E their hearis to God's
call.

“I'm very gratefil for o
willingness vo leam and Lo
grow ns disciples of Jeans
fillri-.l," H'ishl_lrl Keelly said.

Tt i important o widerstand
ourselves us lenders and citizens
whi take ateps 1o help the
people in their community and
church,™

Jeaaica Barton, 30, a
panshicmer of San Juan Chisgo
LCathale Church, spw the
training &5 a way to pul her fxith

into action, especially when
it came o addressing ongaing

_Ii:'.-||.ll:'E LIJHII-EF'TIHE Iﬂ]ITlIgTH.“I:In.

*The Hible tells ws, withou
deed or action, there i3 no
tnith,"" Barron said. *There
i5 8 lod ol Fear and mslesding
information. We need to attend

programs hke this where we can

learn and then teach others."

I'u1art=.1rllu Linrci, 31, ]’jﬁl‘i!‘il:d
the collaborative effort the
Progrom cncouraged.

U lemamed thid working
together is more likely to ba
successtul,” snid Garcia, also a
parighlonar at San Tuan [Mego
Catholie Churzh,

Ciarcia, wha parbicipated in
the training program twi ycars
1T wial 1% Tt of u 'Il,:;qul:r:_:.hi;l
group in the Diocese of Dallas,
helped organize a Movember
2017 meeting where an dea for
parish idenfification cards was
e pled,

Ioe Rubin, organize
af the Industrial Areas
Foumdation, a network of
Faith and community-based
argaiizations Lthal receives
soms fiunding through a grand
from the Cathalie Campaign
for Tuman Development,
snid understanding what the
Catholic faith teaches plays a
ritle in how the faithful can aid
with the mation’s immigrant
COMFIETL LU LY.

*Catholic teachings become
vmpeortant in public life,
particularly on immigration
hecause we hove so much
tengion around that, Jwea
need to form relationships of
| |-:|:'|r|l_'|-' wrdl advocnle for o
mare weleoming and pecaptive
environment,” Rubio said.
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Aundliary Bishop Greg Kelly visitewith Adangba Mena, right, of 5t. Luke Cathalic
Church in brwing during a Daflas Area Int=rfzsth training workshop at Catholic
Charities Dallas March Z8.



