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As we approach the V National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry (Sept. 20-23,
2018), we celebrate the leadership and gifts of Hispanic Catholics in the United
States. The USCCB Dept. of Justice, Peace and Human Development is celebrating
the contributions of Hispanic Catholics through our sponsorship of and participation
in the V Encuentro and our ongoing work to invest in missionary disciples who put
faith in action in their communities. Ana Chavarin, a mother of four and community
leader in Tucson, AZ, is one such leader. Ana offers this testimony about responding
to the call to missionary discipleship:
My name is Ana Chavarin. I am an immigrant from Mexico. I came to this country 14
years ago. I am a single mother of four children and I’m a parishioner at Saint John
the Evangelist in Tucson, Arizona.
Right now, I have two part-time jobs and I take classes at community college, where I
am studying to be a psychologist. Four years ago, I went back to school to get my
GED. That’s where I discovered one of my passions: helping others. I got involved in
the student council and organized service projects, but these ways of helping were not
enough. I saw all of the need in the community but I did not know how to do more.
Then, one day the priest at my church invited us to read The Joy of the Gospel.
Around the same time, I was invited to a leadership training. What I learned in
training was just what Pope Francis said in The Joy of the Gospel. In this apostolic
exhortation, the pope invited us to be a light to others and to walk the extra mile. He
talked about how we should involve ourselves in the community, vote, protect those

in need, and be a voice for people who are oppressed. It was amazing how everything
I read in the document connected with the leadership training! Shortly thereafter I was
offered a part-time job as a community organizer. This was a blessing to me because
apart from working to help make changes in my community, I had another source of
income for my family.
Now working as a community organizer, I have trained leaders in different parishes.
Together we have fought drugs, we have done immigration forums to educate our
brothers and sisters about their rights, we have met with the police department to
make sure they do not do racial profiling, and we have organized a voter information
project to educate people and encourage voting.
All of these things I connect with Matthew 25:35: “I was hungry and you gave me
food.” Then Christ tells them, “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me.” I see Christ in every person that we help empower. In every
step in my work, I see Christ, and my love and faith grow day by day.
I invite you to put your faith in action and walk
the extra mile. Our Lord sends us to pray but he
also needs hands and bodies that want to walk
the road to Jericho.
Going Deeper!
Listen to Ana’s testimony as part of this webinar
on missionary discipleship by the USCCB
Department of Justice, Peace and Human
Development for the National Catholic
Association of Diocesan Directors for Hispanic
Ministry. Use this handout to consider how social
justice and Hispanic ministry offices can
collaborate in your diocese.
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