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Tenants get extra repayment time

MARIN SUPERVISORS

Extension will affect residential, commercial rents

By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com
@HalsteadRichard on Twitter

Residential and commercial tenants in Marin will have 90 days after a countywide moratorium on
evictions expires on May 31 to repay back rent.
The Marin County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a

resolution on Tuesday granting the
additional time over some public
objections. Tenant advocates called
for a longer repayment period to
prevent displacement. Commercial landlords said no action was
needed.
“Our goal was to strike the right
balance,” said Supervisor Damon
Connolly. “On the one hand providing strong tenant protections in

this unprecedented crisis but also
not driving small landlords out of
business.”
Connolly said it was important
that extra time for repayment be
provided to commercial tenants as
well as residential tenants.
“There are programs providing
some relief to small businesses
through the CARES Act and related Small Business Administra-

tion loan programs,” he said, “but
as we know that has been sporadic
in actually addressing the funding
needs for small businesses.”
The resolution also encourages
landlords and tenants to agree on
a payment plan during the moratorium period and provides additional protections to tenants, such
as prohibiting landlords from harassing or intimidating them in
hopes of extracting rent during
the moratorium.
The supervisors’ action amends

PRIVATE PROJECT

Bolinas townwide testing
finds no coronavirus cases

the resolution adopted on March
24 placing a moratorium on evictions for nonpayment of rent if tenants can demonstrate economic
hardship due to the coronavirus
emergency. It applies to all cities
and towns in Marin as well as the
unincorporated areas.
So far, Marin County and the
Marin Community Foundation
have jointly allocated more than
$2.5 million to provide loans to
Marin residents who are unable
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REVENUE LOSS

Local road
projects face
uncertainty
amid virus
By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com
@Will_S_Houston on Twitter

Several county traffic projects
are making headway in Marin
County, but the coronavirus pandemic is expected to further strain
timelines and funding availability,
the Transportation Authority of
Marin said in a new report.
“I think it’s safe to say revenue
for this ﬁscal year will be down
compared to the original projections,” said Anne Richman, the
agency’s executive director. “I
think for next ﬁscal year it’s possible they will be down.”
TAM collected $28.98 million
in revenue from its countywide,
half-cent sales tax in 2018-2019, up
from $27.5 million the previous ﬁscal year. The tax, formerly named
Measure A, was extended by voters by 30 years under Measure AA,
which took effect April 1, 2019.
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EASING ORDERS
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Medical professionals administer a coronavirus test at a drive-through testing site in Bolinas on April 20. None of the nearly 1,800 people
who participated tested positive.

Health officials cite success
of county stay-home order
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Newsom sees
possibility of
schools going
back in July
By Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press
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Smith added that he
knows of “large, sophisticated business tenants with
access to credit markets”
who are withholding rent
and effectively using their
landlords as a source of ﬁnancing.
In another email to Connolly, Stephanie Plante, also
a Marin commercial property owner, wrote, “I have
received more than one solicitation from large, national retail chains asking
for rent forgiveness of 50%
or more because ‘we understand many landlords are
providing short-term rent
relief.’”
“Often, these tenants
were also recipients of the
ﬁrst round of federal monies through the PPP loans,”
she said, referring to the
federal Paycheck Protection Program.
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to pay their rent due to the
economic fallout from the
virus.
“It’s important to remember that it’s helping small
businesses and larger businesses who are the landlords,” Leelee Thomas, a
Marin County planning
manager, told supervisors
Tuesday. “When tenants receive that rental assistance
those landlords are getting
paid with the money.”
Advocates for renters,
such as the Marin Organizing Committee and Legal
Aid of Marin, have called
on supervisors to adopt an
ordinance giving tenants at
least 180 days after the local
state of emergency expires

Testing

to repay rent owed to landlords. No date has been set
for the emergency declaration to be lifted.
On April 6, the Judicial
Council of California suspended action on eviction
cases until 90 days after
Gov. Gavin Newsom declares the state of emergency over. Thomas said the
council’s action, however,
does not prevent landlords
from issuing notices related
to eviction that might be
used to intimidate renters
in the meantime.
The supervisors conducted the Tuesday meeting by video conference to
maintain social distancing. Members of the public
participated by submitting
email comments, and the
comments were read aloud
by a supervisors’ aide.
Tom Gable, pastor of

brink of homelessness because of the virus crisis.
Although no commercial
landlords submitted comments during the meeting,
several supervisors mentioned they had received
negative feedback.
In an email sent to Connolly prior to the meeting,
Roger Smith, a commercial
property owner, asked the
supervisors to postpone the
action with respect to commercial leases.
“No rational landlord
would want to risk a vacancy in the middle of this
pandemic,” Smith wrote,
“In fact, every commercial
property owner I know is
working very hard to accommodate their tenants’ needs during the crisis while balancing that
against their own obligations.”

bach, who connected them
over their shared determination to establish a testing effort in the town with
the goal of identifying and

isolating people infected
with the virus to stave off
its spread.
When Mark Pincus, another Bolinas homeowner

who founded a video game
development company, offered up $100,000 to make it
happen, Engstrom and Harmon were able to help organize a group of volunteers
and make up the difference
in funding that was needed
to pull the venture off.
But for many other communities, it will largely be
up to government agencies,
Sawyer said, to fund widespread testing, which many
scientists and officials agree
is a crucial step toward lifting coronavirus lockdowns
and stemming the spread of
the disease.
“Without having vaccines
or treatments, we must understand the transmission
pattern of the virus if we’re
going to have a safe and
healthy community,” Sawyer said.
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tricts to reopen. Tuesday’s divide and maintain ac- and belonging,” she said.
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Many districts already start year that ends sooner than
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ally reopen the state when
hospitalization rates due to
coronavirus begin to stabilize. California remains focused for now on obtaining
more protective gear for essential workers and increasing testing and tracing of
the virus.
Unlike some other states
that are already allowing
hair and nail salons to operate, those would have
to wait until a later phase
of California’s reopening
plan, said Sonia Angell,
the state public health director. And concerts and
sporting events are even

sonality. Officials in some
rural counties say they’re
ready to reopen while urban centers are wary.
Officials from six rural
Northern California counties — Sutter, Yuba, Butte,
Colusa, Tehama and Glenn
— wrote to Newsom Monday asking to implement “a
careful and phased reopening of our local economies.”
The counties, with a population of about 500,000,
have seen fewer than 100
conﬁrmed COVID-19 cases
and only a handful of
Powered
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deaths.
Rural
areas elsewhere in the U.S. are sim-
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Greenhouse declined to
discuss the study’s ﬁndings,
saying that the team of UCSF
researchers that oversaw the
testing is still in the process
of notifying participants of
their results, and the team
plans to make a formal announcement to the community about the outcomes of
the study later this week. Researchers are also awaiting
results from antibody tests,
which Greenhouse anticipates will be available sometime next month.
“It’s important that, with
any large testing operation
like this, we use every bit of
diligence to check and recheck the results,” said Dr.

Schools

Aenor Sawyer, a UCSF orthopedic surgeon who lives
part-time in Bolinas and is
among the volunteer leaders
who organized the testing
venture. She noted that researchers are still in the process of scrutinizing the data.
Sawyer hopes that similar
widespread testing efforts
will be implemented in other
communities, though she
acknowledged that not all
communities have the beneﬁt of wealthy donors to make
such a venture possible. The
study, which cost an estimated $400,000, was spearheaded by venture capitalist
Jyri Engestrom and pharmaceutical company executive
Cyrus Harmon. The two Bolinas homeowners had never
met until earlier this month,
when they were introduced
by a mutual friend, Lyn Wer-

Marin Lutheran Church
and a member of the Marin
Organizing Committee,
wrote, “We are particularly
supportive of the new language that prohibits harassment, allows tenants to selfcertify their inability to pay,
and requires tenants to be
notiﬁed of their rights before an landlord can take
action in court.”
“However,” Gable said,
“we know 90 days is an impossible timeline for renters
to repay rent they missed
during the shelter-in-place
order. We risk spawning a
second public health crisis
if we allow Marin families
to be thrown out of their
homes as a result.”
The Marin Organizing
Committee submitted statements from nearly a dozen
low-income families who
are out of work and on the
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Cars pass the COVID-19 drive-through testing site in
Bolinas on April 20. None of the nearly 1,800 people who
participated tested positive.

