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By Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO » California class-
rooms could reopen with modi-
fications as soon as late July, Cal-
ifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
Tuesday, bringing a new wave of 
uncertainty for parents, teachers 
and students.

Newsom laid out the possi-
ble change, the earliest proposed 
start date yet, as part of a reopen-
ing plan that would allow retail-
ers and manufacturers to restart 
likely within weeks. Child care and 
summer schools along with parks, 
trails and other outdoor spaces 
may also be allowed to reopen.

No decisions have been made 
about an early school start, New-
som said, noting that the “learn-
ing loss is very real.” Almost all 
schools are closed under Califor-
nia’s statewide stay-at-home or-
der, and educators and students 
have been struggling to adapt to 
at-home learning.

EASING ORDERS

Newsom sees 
possibility of 
schools going 
back in July

By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com 
@Will_S_Houston on Twitter

Several county traffic projects 
are making headway in Marin 
County, but the coronavirus pan-
demic is expected to further strain 
timelines and funding availability, 
the Transportation Authority of 
Marin said in a new report.

“I think it’s safe to say revenue 
for this fiscal year will be down 
compared to the original projec-
tions,” said Anne Richman, the 
agency’s executive director. “I 
think for next fiscal year it’s pos-
sible they will be down.”

TAM collected $28.98 million 
in revenue from its countywide, 
half-cent sales tax in 2018-2019, up 
from $27.5 million the previous fis-
cal year. The tax, formerly named 
Measure A, was extended by vot-
ers by 30 years under Measure AA, 
which took effect April 1, 2019.

REVENUE LOSS

Local road 
projects face 
uncertainty 
amid virus

By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com 
@HalsteadRichard on Twitter

Residential and commercial ten-
ants in Marin will have 90 days af-
ter a countywide moratorium on 
evictions expires on May 31 to re-
pay back rent.

The Marin County Board of Su-
pervisors unanimously approved a 

resolution on Tuesday granting the 
additional time over some public 
objections. Tenant advocates called 
for a longer repayment period to 
prevent displacement. Commer-
cial landlords said no action was 
needed.

“Our goal was to strike the right 
balance,” said Supervisor Damon 
Connolly. “On the one hand pro-
viding strong tenant protections in 

this unprecedented crisis but also 
not driving small landlords out of 
business.”

Connolly said it was important 
that extra time for repayment be 
provided to commercial tenants as 
well as residential tenants.

“There are programs providing 
some relief to small businesses 
through the CARES Act and re-
lated Small Business Administra-

tion loan programs,” he said, “but 
as we know that has been sporadic 
in actually addressing the funding 
needs for small businesses.”

The resolution also encourages 
landlords and tenants to agree on 
a payment plan during the mora-
torium period and provides addi-
tional protections to tenants, such 
as prohibiting landlords from ha-
rassing or intimidating them in 
hopes of extracting rent during 
the moratorium.

The supervisors’ action amends 

the resolution adopted on March 
24 placing a moratorium on evic-
tions for nonpayment of rent if ten-
ants can demonstrate economic 
hardship due to the coronavirus 
emergency. It applies to all cities 
and towns in Marin as well as the 
unincorporated areas.

So far, Marin County and the 
Marin Community Foundation 
have jointly allocated more than 
$2.5 million to provide loans to 
Marin residents who are unable 

MARIN SUPERVISORS

Tenants get extra repayment time

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com 
@MatthewRPera on Twitter

Nobody in Bolinas tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus last 
week in a rare, privately funded 
study that aimed to test all of 
the town’s residents, according 
to Marin County public health 
officials.

“It’s a relief,” said Dr. Matt 
Willis, Marin County’s chief 
public health officer, who con-
firmed the results Tuesday.

Willis said the study high-
lighted the success of the stay-
at-home order he issued last 
month in collaboration with 
other Bay Area health officers, 
which resulted in the closure 
of many West Marin parks and 
beaches and triggered a re-

duction in tourism and travel 
throughout the area.

“This is a sign to me that we 
really did get in front of this and 
interrupt transmission,” he said, 
noting there have been no con-
firmed cases in Bolinas since 
the first Marin County diagno-
sis was reported on March 9.

Nearly 1,800 people were 
tested in the secluded town last 
week, according to Dr. Bryan 
Greenhouse, a UCSF infectious 
disease specialist and one of the 
study’s leaders.

Anyone who lives or works in 
Bolinas — which has a popula-
tion of about 1,620 people, ac-
cording to the 2010 census — 
was invited to participate, he 
said. The majority of partici-
pants were tested inside their 
cars by a team of medical work-

ers who administered both 
throat and nasal swabs to de-
termine the presence of active 
coronavirus infections and fin-
ger pricks to detect antibodies, 
which signal whether a person 
has already had the virus.

Others arrived on foot or bi-
cycle at the drive-thru testing 
site, which was set up in a dirt 

lot next to the town’s fire sta-
tion. A small portion of partici-
pants with mobility challenges 
were tested inside their homes 
— an effort that was made pos-
sible by a donation from the 
Marin Community Founda-
tion, according to leaders of 
the study.

PRIVATE PROJECT

Bolinas townwide testing  
finds no coronavirus cases

PHOTOS BY ALAN DEP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Medical professionals administer a coronavirus test at a drive-through testing site in Bolinas on April 20. None of the nearly 1,800 people 
who participated tested positive.

Local residents park under tents at the coronavirus testing site in Bolinas.
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Of that tax revenue, 
about $22 million was 
spent on projects support-
ing local transit systems 
and other services, and 
about $2.4 million was 
spent on administration 
and professional services, 
according to an audit.

With the coronavirus 
pandemic and shelter-in-
place order grinding many 
local businesses to a halt, 
government and transpor-
tation agencies throughout 
the region are bracing for a 
drop in sales tax revenues 
they rely on.

Depending on how badly 
TAM’s sales tax revenues 
are affected, Marin County 
and its cities might see a 
decline in the amount of 
funding TAM designates 
to local road projects in its 
2020-2021 fiscal year bud-
get, Richman said. In addi-
tion, transportation fund-
ing made available by state 
and federal agencies could 
also be impacted.

Marin Transit heavily 
relies on TAM’s Measure 
A and AA sales tax reve-
nue, which made up about 
39% of the transit district’s 
operating revenue for the 
current fiscal year.

Marin Transit expects to 
receive the nearly $14 mil-
lion in revenue it was al-
located for this fiscal year, 
according to Marin Tran-
sit finance and capital 
programs director Lauren 
Gradia. But the district is 
forecasting a 15% to 20% 
drop in sales tax receipts 
in the 2020-2021 fiscal year 

compared to the current 
fiscal year, or about $2.4 
million, Gradia said.

To address current and 
future losses, Marin Tran-
sit plans to tap into its re-
serves and use the $5.4 
million in federal stimu-
lus funding it was allotted.

“These funds provide 
the resources for Marin 
Transit to maintain and 
restore (when appropriate) 
current levels of service,” 
Gradia wrote in an email.

The potential changes 
follow what TAM officials 
and others deemed a suc-
cessful year for the coun-
ty’s congestion manage-
ment agency.

The TAM Citizens’ Over-
sight Committee annual 
report for 2019 highlighted 
several projects and ser-
vices the agency led or pro-
vided funding to through 
Measure A and AA sales 
tax revenues, Measure B 
vehicle registration fee rev-
enues or through state and 
federal grant funding it se-
cured.

These included TAM 
expanding the number 
of crossing guard cross-
walks from about 80 to 98 
and awarding $6.6 million 
for 27 path projects near 
schools in October.

Mary Jane Burke, the 
county schools superin-
tendent, said the expanded 
crossing guard program 
has led to an “unbelievable 
difference” for the safety 
of students, staff and fam-
ilies. Surveys conducted in 
the fall and spring show 
about 50% of students 
now regularly walk, bike 
or take the bus to school, 
with the new projects set 
to add more routes.

“We are very grateful for 
the direct positive impact 
related to the safety of stu-
dents and families,” Burke 
said.

Also highlighted was the 
opening of 4 miles of car-
pool lanes on the Marin-
Sonoma Narrows between 
the county line and Pet-
aluma; the launch of the 
Marin Commutes Program 

to advocate for alternative 
commute options; and the 
opening of the Grand Ave-
nue pedestrian and bicycle 
bridge across the San Ra-
fael Canal.

The report also noted 
the opening of the Rich-
mond-San Rafael Bridge 
bike and pedestrian path 
in November; the North-
South Greenway bicycle 
path extending from the 
Cal Park Hill Path north 
into Central San Rafael; 
and the design of a two-
way, separated bike path 
connecting Francisco Bou-
levard East with Andersen 
Drive in San Rafael.

Peter Pelham, the chair-
man of the oversight com-
mittee, wrote in the re-
port that the panel’s review 
found all of the “key proj-
ects and programs have 
been funded in accordance 
with the expenditure plans 
approved by Marin County 
voters.”

Not all agree on the 
use of the funds. David 
Schonbrunn, founder and 
president of the San Ra-
fael-based Transporta-
tion Solutions Defense 
and Education Fund non-
profit organization, argues 
that TAM has not demon-
strated it has a strategy to 
address the county’s con-
gestion issues and contin-
ues a focus on prioritizing 
solo driving projects.

“TAM, as an agency, has 
never shown any interest 
in change,” Schonbrunn 
said. “We have to start 
with the fact that what 
they’re doing isn’t work-
ing, that (congestion) just 
keeps getting worse.”

Several long-term proj-
ects — such as the comple-

tion of the Marin-Sonoma 
Narrows into Novato, and 
preliminary studies and 
outreach on a proposed 
connector between north-
bound Highway 101 and 
eastbound Interstate 580 
— might be delayed be-
cause of the pandemic, 
Richman said.

On Wednesday, the Cali-
fornia Transportation Com-
mission is set to discuss 
whether to delay the dead-
line for cities and counties 
to submit lists of projects 
seeking state gas tax fund-
ing through Senate Bill 1. 
County and city organiza-
tions have requested the de-
lay as staff and city councils 
respond to concerns caused 
by COVID-19.

Schonbrunn said the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
presented “a time of poten-
tially profound change” in 
changing commute hab-
its and addressing con-
gestion.

“The immediate ques-
tion I would have is, is 
TAM and other similar 
agencies going to be talk-
ing to employers about 
more use of working from 
home?” he said. “That is a 
particularly cost-effective 
response to the congestion 
problem.”

Richman said prelim-
inary outreach efforts to 
local employers have been 
made, even before the pan-
demic.

“I think we’ll just con-
tinue with that kind of 
work,” Richman said, “but 
maybe now with more of 
an eye to some of the work 
arrangements that people 
have been able to have dur-
ing this COVID period as 
well.”

Roads
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A cyclist pedals over the Grand Avenue pedestrian and 
bicycle bridge near Second Street in San Rafael. Some 
road projects in Marin could be slowed by loss of revenue 
because of the coronavirus.

to pay their rent due to the 
economic fallout from the 
virus.

“It’s important to remem-
ber that it’s helping small 
businesses and larger busi-
nesses who are the land-
lords,” Leelee Thomas, a 
Marin County planning 
manager, told supervisors 
Tuesday. “When tenants re-
ceive that rental assistance 
those landlords are getting 
paid with the money.”

Advocates for renters, 
such as the Marin Organiz-
ing Committee and Legal 
Aid of Marin, have called 
on supervisors to adopt an 
ordinance giving tenants at 
least 180 days after the local 
state of emergency expires 

to repay rent owed to land-
lords. No date has been set 
for the emergency declara-
tion to be lifted.

On April 6, the Judicial 
Council of California sus-
pended action on eviction 
cases until 90 days after 
Gov. Gavin Newsom de-
clares the state of emer-
gency over. Thomas said the 
council’s action, however, 
does not prevent landlords 
from issuing notices related 
to eviction that might be 
used to intimidate renters 
in the meantime.

The supervisors con-
ducted the Tuesday meet-
ing by video conference to 
maintain social distanc-
ing. Members of the public 
participated by submitting 
email comments, and the 
comments were read aloud 
by a supervisors’ aide.

Tom Gable, pastor of 

Marin Lutheran Church 
and a member of the Marin 
Organizing Committee, 
wrote, “We are particularly 
supportive of the new lan-
guage that prohibits harass-
ment, allows tenants to self-
certify their inability to pay, 
and requires tenants to be 
notified of their rights be-
fore an landlord can take 
action in court.”

“However,” Gable said, 
“we know 90 days is an im-
possible timeline for renters 
to repay rent they missed 
during the shelter-in-place 
order. We risk spawning a 
second public health crisis 
if we allow Marin families 
to be thrown out of their 
homes as a result.”

The Marin Organizing 
Committee submitted state-
ments from nearly a dozen 
low-income families who 
are out of work and on the 

brink of homelessness be-
cause of the virus crisis.

Although no commercial 
landlords submitted com-
ments during the meeting, 
several supervisors men-
tioned they had received 
negative feedback.

In an email sent to Con-
nolly prior to the meeting, 
Roger Smith, a commercial 
property owner, asked the 
supervisors to postpone the 
action with respect to com-
mercial leases.

“No rational landlord 
would want to risk a va-
cancy in the middle of this 
pandemic,” Smith wrote, 
“In fact, every commercial 
property owner I know is 
working very hard to ac-
commodate their ten-
ants’ needs during the cri-
sis while balancing that 
against their own obliga-
tions.”

Smith added that he 
knows of “large, sophisti-
cated business tenants with 
access to credit markets” 
who are withholding rent 
and effectively using their 
landlords as a source of fi-
nancing.

In another email to Con-
nolly, Stephanie Plante, also 
a Marin commercial prop-
erty owner, wrote, “I have 
received more than one so-
licitation from large, na-
tional retail chains asking 
for rent forgiveness of 50% 
or more because ‘we under-
stand many landlords are 
providing short-term rent 
relief.’”

“Often, these tenants 
were also recipients of the 
first round of federal mon-
ies through the PPP loans,” 
she said, referring to the 
federal Paycheck Protec-
tion Program.

Time
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Greenhouse declined to 
discuss the study’s findings, 
saying that the team of UCSF 
researchers that oversaw the 
testing is still in the process 
of notifying participants of 
their results, and the team 
plans to make a formal an-
nouncement to the commu-
nity about the outcomes of 
the study later this week. Re-
searchers are also awaiting 
results from antibody tests, 
which Greenhouse antici-
pates will be available some-
time next month.

“It’s important that, with 
any large testing operation 
like this, we use every bit of 
diligence to check and re-
check the results,” said Dr. 

Aenor Sawyer, a UCSF or-
thopedic surgeon who lives 
part-time in Bolinas and is 
among the volunteer leaders 
who organized the testing 
venture. She noted that re-
searchers are still in the pro-
cess of scrutinizing the data.

Sawyer hopes that similar 
widespread testing efforts 
will be implemented in other 
communities, though she 
acknowledged that not all 
communities have the bene-
fit of wealthy donors to make 
such a venture possible. The 
study, which cost an esti-
mated $400,000, was spear-
headed by venture capitalist 
Jyri Engestrom and pharma-
ceutical company executive 
Cyrus Harmon. The two Bo-
linas homeowners had never 
met until earlier this month, 
when they were introduced 
by a mutual friend, Lyn Wer-

bach, who connected them 
over their shared determi-
nation to establish a test-
ing effort in the town with 
the goal of identifying and 

isolating people infected 
with the virus to stave off 
its spread.

When Mark Pincus, an-
other Bolinas homeowner 

who founded a video game 
development company, of-
fered up $100,000 to make it 
happen, Engstrom and Har-
mon were able to help orga-
nize a group of volunteers 
and make up the difference 
in funding that was needed 
to pull the venture off.

But for many other com-
munities, it will largely be 
up to government agencies, 
Sawyer said, to fund wide-
spread testing, which many 
scientists and officials agree 
is a crucial step toward lift-
ing coronavirus lockdowns 
and stemming the spread of 
the disease.

“Without having vaccines 
or treatments, we must un-
derstand the transmission 
pattern of the virus if we’re 
going to have a safe and 
healthy community,” Saw-
yer said.

Testing
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Cars pass the COVID-19 drive-through testing site in 
Bolinas on April 20. None of the nearly 1,800 people who 
participated tested positive.

The state also doesn’t 
have the power to order dis-
tricts to reopen. Tuesday’s 
announcement appeared 
to catch California’s top 
schools official by surprise, 
who said in a statement 
that “we all heard for the 
first time today the idea of 
schools reopening as early 
as July or August.”

Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tony Thur-
mond said there are “some 
major questions” that need 
to be answered. “First and 
foremost: Can this be done 
in a way that protects the 
health and safety of our stu-
dents, teachers, and school 
staff?

At the same time Califor-
nia educators grapple with 
how to reopen, the state’s 
more than 1,000 school dis-
tricts are expected to face 
budget cuts as tax revenue 
tumbles due to job losses 
and business closures.

State Board of Education 

President Linda Darling-
Hammond told lawmak-
ers Tuesday that schools 
need $100 million to pur-
chase 400,000 comput-
ers and 290,000 internet 
hotspots to help “close the 
divide and maintain ac-
cess for students.” She said 
most of California’s 6.2 mil-
lion students do have access 
to technology.

A lot of questions remain 
about the timeline and 
structure for schools that 
reopen, decisions that will 
be made district-by-district. 
Many districts already start 
the school year in August.

Whatever the timeline, 
school will likely look radi-
cally different, officials say.

Among the scenarios 
Newsom has previously 
raised: staggered start 
times to limit the number 
of students in a school at 
one time; changes to re-
cess, lunch and other school 
gatherings; and a hybrid of 
classroom and online learn-
ing.

One idea would be to 
keep students with their 
previous year’s teachers, 

even temporarily, said Dar-
ling-Hammond.

“Teachers can teach more 
effectively when they know 
their students well and stu-
dents learn more effectively 
in an environment of trust 
and belonging,” she said. 
“Some experts think of this 
as maybe something that 
will be done for a quarter 
before passing students 
on to the next grade level 
teacher.”

It also isn’t clear if an ear-
lier start will mean a lon-
ger school year or a school 
year that ends sooner than 
usual. California Federa-
tion of Teachers President 
Jeff Freitas said it’s possi-
ble the time could be made 
up if schools need to close 
again for a break in fall or 
winter because of a second 
surge of coronavirus.

Any changes to the 
school year will also need 
to be worked out between 
local districts and teachers 
unions.

The schools announce-
ment was part of a four-
phase plan Newsom dis-
cussed Tuesday to gradu-

ally reopen the state when 
hospitalization rates due to 
coronavirus begin to stabi-
lize. California remains fo-
cused for now on obtaining 
more protective gear for es-
sential workers and increas-
ing testing and tracing of 
the virus.

Unlike some other states 
that are already allowing 
hair and nail salons to op-
erate, those would have 
to wait until a later phase 
of California’s reopening 
plan, said Sonia Angell, 
the state public health di-
rector. And concerts and 
sporting events are even 
further away, possibly not 
until there’s a virus treat-
ment.

It wasn’t clear when res-
taurants may be able to re-
open for dine-in services. 
Many have begun offering 
takeout and delivery since 
Newsom issued his state-
wide stay-at-home order 
March 19, but thousands 
of restaurant workers have 
lost their jobs.

As the state considers 
reopening, Newsom is jug-
gling a state with a split per-

sonality. Officials in some 
rural counties say they’re 
ready to reopen while ur-
ban centers are wary.

Officials from six rural 
Northern California coun-
ties — Sutter, Yuba, Butte, 
Colusa, Tehama and Glenn 
— wrote to Newsom Mon-
day asking to implement “a 
careful and phased reopen-
ing of our local economies.” 
The counties, with a popu-
lation of about 500,000, 
have seen fewer than 100 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
and only a handful of 
deaths. Rural areas else-
where in the U.S. are sim-
ilarly reopening.

Marin has 226 cases, 12 
deaths and 43 hospitaliza-
tions (2 current), with 171 
recovered and 3,394 tested.

For now, Newsom said lo-
cal governments can only 
adopt stricter, not looser, 
measures than the state’s 
plan. Without addressing 
those six counties directly, 
he pushed back on those 
pushing for a quick reopen-
ing, saying it can’t be done 
without better tracking and 
tracing capabilities.

Schools
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1798
Joseph Haydn’s oratorio 
“The Creation” was 
rehearsed in Vienna, 
Austria, before an 
invited audience.

1916
The Easter Rising in 
Dublin collapsed as 
Irish nationalists sur-
rendered to British 
authorities.

1946
28 former Japanese 
officials went on trial in 
Tokyo as war criminals; 
seven ended up being 
sentenced to death.

1957
The SM-1, the first 
military nuclear power 
plant, was dedicated at 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

1961
“ABC’s Wide World of 
Sports” premiered, with 
Jim McKay as host.

1967
Aretha Franklin’s cover 
of Otis Redding’s “Re-
spect” was released 
as a single by Atlantic 
Records.

1991
A cyclone began strik-
ing the South Asian 
country of Bangladesh; 
it ended up killing more 
than 138,000 people, 
according to the U.S. 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

Birthdays
Actor Keith Baxter is 87. 
Singer Tommy James is 
73. Comedian Jerry Sein-
feld is 66. Actress Uma 
Thurman is 50.  Rock 
musician Mike Hogan is 
47. Actor Tyler Labine is 
42. Actress-model Taylor 
Cole is 36. Pop singer 
Foxes is 31. Actress 
Grace Kaufman is 18.

TODAY IN HISTORY

WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3 Afternoon:  
9, 9, 7
Daily 3 Evening:  
9, 4, 6
Daily 4: 5, 8, 6, 1
Fantasy 5:  
3, 5, 24, 35, 39
Daily Derby
1st: 7, Eureka
2nd: 8, Gorgeous George
3rd: 11, Money Bags
Race Time: 1:48.46

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Saturday’s drawing: 
15, 20, 27, 38, 40
Mega Number: 15
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $23 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing: 
13, 19, 53, 54, 63
Mega Number: 17
Tuesday’s estimated 
jackpot: $186 million

POWERBALL
Saturday’s drawing: 
1, 3, 21, 47, 57
Mega Number: 18
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $43 million

LOTTERY

Reality TV star 
Ashley Ross dies 
in Georgia wreck 
Ashley Ross of the 
reality TV show “Little 
Women: Atlanta” has 
died in a head-on 
crash on a Georgia 
road, police and her 
representative con-
firmed Tuesday. Ross, 
34, who was known 
as “Ms. Minnie,” died 
of her injuries Monday 
at Grady Memorial 
Hospital in Atlanta, her 
publicist Liz Dixson 
said in an email to The 
Association Press. 
“The family respect-
fully asks for their 
privacy as they grieve 
during this very dif-
ficult time,” Dixon said. 
The wreck happened 
late Sunday night on a 
road south of Atlanta, 
Dixson said. 
— The Associated Press

Star report
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