
 

Vote with confidence – Arizona 
runs elections well 

By: Guest Opinion October 26, 2020 
 

Voting is now underway at a torrid pace, and soon 
we will know the much-anticipated results of our 
pending election. Still, we hear misguided threats 
and attempts to cast doubt on the election process 
and how well ballots will be counted. 
 
As faith leaders of the Arizona Interfaith Network 
who lead congregations that claim active members 
of all political persuasions, we want to remind all 
citizens that it is important to vote, regardless of your party affiliation, and to vote with 
confidence. 
 
Arizona runs elections well. We employ highly professional election officials, and the state has 
become a model for mail in ballots. We have personally met in the past month with county and 
state officials overseeing the voting process. The work of these officials will be essential for an 
orderly election. 
 
We are impressed with both the safeguards and security measures they have put in place, 
especially provisions for voting during the pandemic. This includes hiring and training 
additional poll workers, securing safe locations for voting, and preparing for the early tabulation 
of mail-in ballots, currently underway. 
 
The state wisely has allowed counties to start the early vote tabulation 14 days prior to Election 
Day in order to assure that a greater share of results can be displayed once the polls close. Still, 
we are likely to see delays in final decisions for close races, such as what we experienced in the 
2018 Senate race and numerous legislative races. It will be important that decisions not be 
rushed and claims of victory and defeat not be prematurely declared. 
 
Cooperation of citizens, candidates, and parties is crucial. We implore everyone, whatever your 
political leaning, to trust the process. Attempts to harass, intimidate, or otherwise suppress the 
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vote of fellow citizens will not be tolerated. These would be an affront to the rule of law, and 
we will be among the first to denounce such behaviors. 
 
Let’s all exercise patience and forbearance as we await the results. Allow the election officials 
to do their jobs. Let’s do our civic duty, applaud those candidates who have submitted 
themselves for public service and then move forward. Most of all, every vote must be counted. 
Our democracy requires it. 
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