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A new shelter to aid victims of domestic violence is one step closer to reality. 
Monday, Val Verde County Judge Laura Allen and the Commissioners Court granted a 
one-year funding contract for $128,846 to Quad Counties Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse (QCCADA) to help begin the process of opening and operating a shelter. 
County Commissioner Precinct 2 Lewis Owens motioned to act on the proposal with 
County Commissioner Precinct 4 Gustavo Flores seconding. It was unanimously 
approved. 
 

The commissioners’ court also established a committee, consisting of County Attorney 

Ana Markowski Smith, Owens and County Purchasing Agent Rogelio Musquiz Jr., to 
negotiate the contract and perform the necessary feasibility studies on the shelter. 

“We thank the community and the commissioners’ court for voting and demonstrating 

confidence in us. We thank the community for their trust and we thank the churches, the 

mayor’s office, the Border Organization and all the people and organizations that 

believe in us, “ said Simon Sotelo, Director of QCCADA. “This isn’t about our agency; 

we are focused on the person that needs the help, the women that are abused, and the 
children who suffer in this very painful environment. It is about the health and safety of 

the families at risk.” 

 
Val Verde County has been without a domestic violence shelter since 2009 when the 
Amistad Family Violence and Rape Crisis Center closed due to financial troubles related 
to a failure to pay payroll taxes. The center had been in operation since 1993. 
Plans to reopen a shelter have been in discussion since 2010. 
Currently, victims of family violence must agree to leave Del Rio to seek intervention 
services and temporary shelter in Hondo, Carrizo Springs or other sites in Texas when 
arrangements can be made. 
 

“It has been over three years since the Amistad Family Violence Center closed. There 

are some basic services provided in the area, but nothing that provides a 24/7, 365-day, 
secure living environment that meets the many needs, and that is what has to happen if 

you are going to really offer comprehensive services,” said Sotelo. “Our tenaciousness 

focuses on the needs.” 

 

“Currently people or families seeking services are taken to other places. Families are 

taken out of the community to other places and brought back. Children are displaced 



from their regular school settings, and then brought back. It’s disruptive. I just cannot 

see how that possibly resolves any of the issues,” Sotelo added. 

Quad Counties has been providing public health and social services for Val Verde 

County since 1995. Sotelo said the group’s next goal is to reach out to various 

organizations in the community and build a network that will provide the necessary 
services to make a new center successful. 
 

“We are going to ask for a collaborative effort from the community as a whole, with 

continued support from civic organizations, churches, other non-profit organizations, 
and private individuals to assist in providing services. Together we can meet the needs 

and provide comprehensive services maximizing the center’s potential,” said Sotelo. 

Allen said there is still a lot of work that needs to be done, but is confident things are 
moving in the right direction. 
 

“I’m really excited we finally got it up and running. We still have a lot of work to do 

before it opens,” Allen said. “It is a subject that is near and dear to my heart. I was 

involved with domestic violence issues and the shelter even before I was an elected 

official. I will be even more excited when we open the center.” 
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