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State Revenue Up in January 
 

State tax revenue rose significantly in January, as sales tax collections continue to outpace projections and lead the 

revenue growth.  For the month, state revenue rose 53.8 percent when compared to January 2021.   

 

There were several factors that helped add to the January revenue growth.  December 31 was a state holiday in 2021, 

so tax payments received by the state on that day were credited in January.  Also, in 2021 the due date for quarterly 

and annual tax payments – January 31 – fell on a weekend and the payments were credited in February.  January 31 

was on a Monday this year, so those payments were included in the January figures.  Finally, the Department of 

Revenue has implemented a new deposit process where some tax payments are placed in a deposit suspense category.  

At the end of January, this amounted to $253.8 million of individual income, sales/use, and motor fuel tax.  Currently, 

all those funds are included in the January revenue figure. 

 

Even with these caveats, state revenue is growing.  For the year, General Fund receipts are up seven percent.  That is 

four percent higher than what the Revenue Estimating Conference had projected at its December meeting.  

Conventional wisdom would say that state revenue will not finish at that lofty growth level, as personal income tax 

payments will be affected by another round of rate reductions from the 2018 tax cut.  But conventional wisdom may 

not have factored in the Iowa consumer. 

 

Sales tax revenue for the month was up $71.1 million, or 27.3 percent.  For the year, sales and use tax collections are 

up 14.3 percent, which well ahead of the 5.2 percent projected by the REC.  Sales and use tax continue to power state 

tax collections, in spite of continued supply-chain issues. 

 

The state will have one more revenue report before the next meeting of the Revenue Estimating Conference, which 

will be on March 10.  Unlike the last few years where work on the budget waited until after that meeting, there is no 

reason for the Legislature to wait on the next round of revenue projections.  State revenue is growing. 

 

Will the House Republican Tax Cut Plan Cause Budget Problems? 
 

A main criticism of not only the plan released by House Republicans but also the plans released by Senate Republicans 

and Governor Reynolds is that the reduction in government revenue caused by lowering income tax rates will directly 

cause catastrophic budget problems in future years.  This is a typical and kneejerk reaction by groups and individuals 

who are both dependent on government spending and who also would rather see increased government spending. 
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The bottom line is that the House Republican tax cut plan, when fully implemented, not only leaves money in the 

Taxpayer Relief Fund but it also leaves money in the ending balance ensuring a balanced state budget a cushion for 

future contingencies. 

 

The keys to the plan are to maintain a disciplined overall state spending level and to simply count on a normal level of 

state revenue growth.  The House GOP plan does both.  It is realistic and responsible. 

 

Outside of the state’s general fund, which is used to fund state departments and programs, there are three pots of 

money. 

 

First, there are the reserve funds.  The Cash Reserve Fund and the Economic Emergency Fund.  These two funds 

receive moneys from the state’s general fund surplus.  The reserve funds are available for emergency purposes.  The 

reserve funds are also used for cash flow purposes enabling the state’s general fund to maintain a positive cash balance 

through the fiscal year.  This reduces the state’s need to borrow funds for short term cash flow needs. 

 

Second, there is the state’s ending balance.  This is also referred to as the state’s budget surplus.  The ending balance is 

simply the amount of state revenue left unexpended at the end of the fiscal year and after the reserve funds are filled to 

their statutory levels.  The FY 22 ending balance is estimated to be around $1.17 billion. 

 

Third, there is the Taxpayer Relief Fund.  This is an account in the State Treasury that holds unanticipated state 

revenue.  In order for funds to be deposited in the Taxpayer Relief Fund, actual state revenue has to exceed what had 

been projected for state tax collections by the three-member Revenue Estimating Conference.  The difference between 

what was actually collected in tax revenue and what the REC had projected is deposited into the account once the 

fiscal year’s books have been closed.  It currently has a balance of $1.05 billion.  That amount will only grow in FY 

2022, as once again actual state revenues are ahead of what the REC projected last spring. 

 

The House GOP tax cut reduces taxes beginning Jan. 1, 2023.  It takes the four income tax brackets in effect on that 

day and begins the process of flattening them out into one 4% flat rate for everyone.  No one pays more than 4% 

beginning on Jan. 1, 2026.  The other major piece of the plan is to eliminate retirement taxes.  Beginning immediately 

on Jan.1, 2023 all taxes on retirement income are eliminated.  Additionally, there are provisions which address leasing 

income and capital gains for farmers. 

 

The House Republican plan uses both the ending balance and the Taxpayer Relief Fund to backfill any revenue 

reduction to prevent any negative impacts on key services like public education, medicaid and law enforcement. 

Here how it works – the overall plan calls for government spending growth to stay at 2% in all but two years.  Those 

two years allow for higher spending to make sure anticipated increases in Medicaid responsibilities are met.  

Maintaining that level of spending will be done on a year to year basis. 

 

Is 2% spending growth a reasonable assumption?  It is and here’s why, from fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 2021, 

the state averaged 1.9% spending growth. 

 

Starting in fiscal year 2023 (the first year the tax cut will have an impact) through fiscal year 2026 (the last year of the 

flat tax phase-in), the House GOP plan withdraws money from the Taxpayer Relief Fund equal to 50% of the overall 

revenue reduction.  The other 50% of the revenue reduction is covered by the state’s ending balance.   

According to estimates by the nonpartisan Legislative Service Bureau when the Legislature begins work on the fiscal 

year 2027 budget, over a billion dollars will still remain in the Taxpayer Relief Fund and over a billion dollars will still 

remain in the state’s ending balance. 

 

Now, the natural reaction to that information is do to two things – cut taxes deeper and increase government spending 

to higher levels.  Doing that violates a cardinal rule of budgeting for House Republicans – plan for the unexpected.  

With inflation still rampant and anti-economic growth decisions from Biden Administration with help from Nancy 

Pelosi and Chuck Schumer, leaving a healthy budget cushion allows the Governor and the Legislature to respond to 

unforeseen problems and revisit the levels of tax cuts should the budget situation allow for more reductions friendly to 

Iowa taxpayers and families. 
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(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

House Ag Committee Approves Measure to Prohibit CRP Land Being 

Classified as Residential Property 
 

On Thursday, January 27, 2022, the Iowa House Agriculture Committee passed House Study Bill 500 (which became 

House File 2164) by unanimous 18-0 vote.  The measure specifies that County Assessors are not to classify or value 

land enrolled in the federal conservation reserve program as residential property.  The bill precludes the ability of 

county assessors to reclassify/revalue land that is under federal contract/enrolled with the United States Department of 

Agriculture into the conservation reserve program as residential land.  This seeks to resolve situation where assessors 

revalue/reclassify CRP land as residential in part because under state department of revenue administrative rules, land 

enrolled in conservation reserve programs are not considered being used for agricultural production.   

 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Commerce 

 

Commerce Committee Working on Insurance Bills 
  
It is week four of this legislative session and the Commerce Committee has been busy working on a number of bills. 

Some of the bills voted on by the committee this week include the following: 

  

HSB 547 – This is model legislation that keeps Iowa a leader in the insurance industry. It creates a framework and 

protections to for the Insurance division to review the solvency of insurance holding companies. Current law only 

allows for the review of individual insurance companies, this change would allow for a holistic review of all related 

insurance companies. 

 

HSB 587 – Allows Life Insurance additional investment options. Currently insurance companies are limited in 

investing in government and corporate bonds outside of the US and Canada. In the current environment, many of these 

types of investments can have a negative return. This would open up additional investment options in the equity 

market, while adding limitations the percentage of legal reserves that can be invested.  

  

These bills passed out of committee unanimously with bipartisan support. You can see all the legislation the House 

Commerce Committee is working on by visiting 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=696 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=696
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=696
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Economic Growth   

 

Economic Development—Main Street Iowa Program 
 

The Main Street Iowa program works with communities that successfully complete a competitive application process 

and commit to exceptionally high standards for downtown economic development. In Iowa, over 50 communities are 

connected to a network of 40 programs across the country representing over 1,200 Main Street communities. 

 

Utilizing the Main Street Approach, communities capitalize on the unique identity, assets, and character of their 

historic commercial districts. Locally developed strategies are implemented through work in four areas, known as the 

Four Points: Economic Vitality, Organization, Promotion, and Design. 

 

Assistance from the Main Street Iowa team includes training workshops, architectural and design assistance, business 

assistance, and a number of other technical assistance opportunities. The program will be hosing virtual workshops in 

February for communities interested in applying for Main Street Iowa program designation in 2022. Communities can 

pre-register for one of the three virtual workshops (repeated) scheduled from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. (with a noon 

lunch break) on February 16, 17 and 22. 

 

The workshops will provide an overview of the program, summary of expectations and benefits, the application, 

competitive designation process, and strategies to complete the application. 

 

To register, visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022MSIApp 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

Education 

 

Do Iowa Universities/Colleges Provide a High ROI? 
 

Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the Workforce has published its research on the ‘Colleges Where 

Low-Income Students Get the Highest ROI.’ Of the nearly 3,500 colleges evaluated, all three Regents universities rank 

in the top 600 while 12 private colleges in Iowa rank in the top third. An institution’s weighted score considers three 

factors: the percentage of students who receive Pell Grants, the graduation rates of Pell Grant students, and the 

percentile rank of 40-year earnings of Pell Grant students. To view specific colleges and rankings, the full report can 

be found here.  

 

Since 1972 the Pell Grant program has made a huge impact for students coming from low-income backgrounds. The 

federal government uses information provided on the FAFSA to determine whether students are eligible for the Pell 

Grant, which is a need-based award that does not need to be repaid. The national high school class of 2021 left an 

estimated $3.75 billion in Pell Grants on the table by not completing the FAFSA, according to a new National College 

Attainment Network analysis. Iowa alone left $24,996,147 total Pell Grant Dollars on the table. The full report can be 

found here. As of this week, 38.5% of Iowa’s high school seniors have filed the FAFSA, which is down one 

percentage point from this time last year.  Iowa College Student Aid has resources to assist Iowa students in going 

through the filing process. To view FAFSA completion rates by school district, click here. 
Info from Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, National College Attainment Network, and Iowa College Student Aid) 
 
(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2022MSIApp
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/lowincome/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ncan.org/news/592984/NCAN-Report-3.75-Billion-in-Pell-Grants-Goes-Unclaimed-for-High-School-Class-of-2021.htm?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://fafsa.iowa.gov/
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Environmental Protection 

 

EPA Expands Pesticide Outreach to Better Meet the Needs of Applicators 
 

On Tuesday, February 1, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a press release announcing 

the celebration of National Pesticide Safety Education Month to raise awareness for pesticide safety education and 

share best practices for using pesticides safely in and around our homes.   

 

EPA is also proud to support numerous successful efforts and programs that help the public every day, including: 

• Responding to the COVID-19 public health emergency – EPA continues to provide helpful consumer tips and 

outreach on the best cleaning and disinfectant practices. These efforts included an informative video on how to 

use EPA’s List N: Disinfectants for Coronavirus to find approved products for use against SARS-CoV-2, the virus 

that causes COVID-19. The Agency has successfully reviewed and approved more than 500 surface disinfectant 

products to ensure American businesses, families, schools, and other organizations have as many tools as possible 

to disinfect surfaces during the pandemic. 

• Increasing access to pesticide safety information – EPA supports programs like the National Pesticide 

Information Center (NPIC), which provides objective, science-based information about pesticides and pesticide-

related topics to enable people to make informed decisions. NPIC addresses current and emerging pesticide-related 

issues through their pesticides hotline with pesticide specialists answering calls from the public in over 240 

languages. The site, which provides free federal, state, and local resources, receives around 8 million views per 

year. 

• Creating culturally relevant resources – EPA uses focus group research to produce a variety of creative, 

multicultural, language outreach materials. These include radio spots, newsletter ads, posters, and more that raise 

awareness of worker protection under the WPS. The radio spots have reached farmworkers and their families in 

more than 75 geographical markets across the U.S., reaching an audience of approximately 25 million people. 

These radio messages included information on how farmworkers and pesticide handlers can reduce occupational 

exposure to pesticides, what to do if exposed, and how to mitigate illness and injury. 

• Supporting Pesticide Safety Education Programs (PSEPs) – PSEPs teach pesticide safety across the country to 

workers and target communities. EPA supports PSEPs to provide workshops and educational tools to 

approximately 825,000 certified pesticide applicators in a variety of languages and help them meet certification 

requirements. PSEPs reach an additional 2 million people, including pesticide educators, farmworkers, and inner-

city and rural communities. Find a program near you.  

• Furthering pesticide-related outreach – EPA funds several projects that advance pesticide safety education. 

Most recently, EPA awarded a five-year cooperative agreement to the University of California-Davis, in 

partnership with Oregon State University, for the second phase of the Pesticide Educational Resources 

Collaborative (PERC). PERC coordinates development of pesticide-related educational resources that meet 

national needs. Many new resources were launched through this cooperative agreement including multilingual 

manuals, pamphlets, webpages, videos and guides for different targeted audiences on how to work with or around 

pesticides safely. More than 47,000 materials have been distributed 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Human Resources 

 

Supporting Children in Foster Care 
 
This week the House Health and Human Services Budget Committee heard from DHS about the progress of 

implementing Family First in Iowa and the House Human Resources Committee advanced a bill to help support Iowa’s 

foster children.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrp7xscZ4LA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/about-list-n-disinfectants-coronavirus-covid-19-0
http://npic.orst.edu/
http://npic.orst.edu/
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/pesticide-safety-education-programs-0
http://www.pesticideresources.org/
http://www.pesticideresources.org/
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Family First is a federal law that changes the direction of child welfare services across America. Iowa is the eleventh 

state in the nation to receive approval for its prevention services and programs plan, and Iowa is receiving more federal 

money than any other state to support high quality legal representation for parents. Family First is intended to safely 

reduce the foster care population, place children with known and stable caregivers, and reduce the number of youth in 

shelter and group care settings.  

 

Iowa has already implemented many preventative practices and the data shows significant improvement. The chart 

below shoes the decrease in children being removed from their family over the last two years in every geographic area 

of the state.  

 

 
 
More child welfare data can be found here and this information will be updated quarterly. To support this important 

work, this week the House Human Resources committee passed House Study Bill 616 which will increase the upper 

age of foster care from 18 to 21 to ensure these foster youth are able to have adequate supports as they transition to 

adulthood. The bill also requires the courts to contemplate sibling placement throughout the adoption process for foster 

children, as we know that it can be extremely traumatic for children that have lost their parents, to additionally lose 

their siblings.  

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Information Technology 

 

The DMACC Story 
 

This week the Information Technology committee heard from Rob Densen, president of DMACC, on the major 

cyber-attack against the institution in early June of last year. Densen described how an alert from their threat 

management software turned into a rollercoaster over the next days and weeks. Fortunately, DMACC was able to 

respond quickly to the ransomware attack including responding in real time to intrusions.  

 

https://dhs.iowa.gov/dashboard_childwelfare
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Ultimately DMACC was able to identify exactly what files were compromised and was able to rebuild their entire 

network from the ground up through their backup systems. Several things were learned to prevent future cyber 

breaches that were shared with the committee. These include: 

• Know your insurance company and their number on speed dial - in an attack, every second counts 

• Have redundancy and backup systems 

• Use encryption 

• Limit user access to the network 

• Regularly schedule and perform “table top” exercises of a cybersecurity breach 

• Keep an expert on retainer 

• Have regular briefings with your internal IT response team 

• Train people to identify risky security actions - even things as simple as email phishing attempts 

• Have and test your disaster recovery plan 

 

The Information Technology committee is continuing to look at the issues of cybersecurity and identify ways to 

help the state defend against cyber-attacks. 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz, 1-3452) 

 

Judiciary 

 

Judiciary Committee Works to Protect Victims 
 

The House Judiciary Committee has been busy advancing bills aimed at protecting victims in a variety of ways. The 

following bills have passed committee with bipartisan support and are now available for floor debate.  

 

HF 2079- Post Arrest Release For Certain Sex Abuse Charges 

A person charged with 1st, 2nd or 3rd degree sexual abuse will be required to appear before a magistrate before they 

are released on bail. Additionally, a person charged with these crimes will have a temporary no-contact order 

entered before they are released on bail.  

 

HF 2160- Assisted Reproduction Assault 

Creates the crime of 4th degree sexual abuse if a health care professional uses their own genetic reproductive 

material without the consent of the patient. This prevents infertility health care professionals from substituting their 

own genetic material in place of the agreed upon person. Violation is an aggravated misdemeanor and placement on 

the sex offender registry.  

 

HSB 529- Discovery of Evidence in Sex Abuse Cases 

In criminal cases involving victims of sexual abuse, the rules of evidence governing a victim’s past sexual behavior 

shall also apply to discovery conducted in a criminal or postconviction proceeding, including discovery. Adding this 

language to the code protects a victim of sexual abuse from having to testify about past sexual behavior in criminal 

or postconviction actions.  

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille 1-5230) 
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Labor 
 

Iowa Awards $1.4 million in Employer  

Innovation Fund Awards 
 

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds awarded $1.4 million in grants to 38 Iowa employers and partner organizations 

who are launching projects to help Iowans achieve postsecondary training and education. Combined, the 

Employer Innovation Fund awards will boost workforce talent by helping 3,542 Iowans earn non-credit and for-

credit credentials that will enable them to obtain or maintain high-demand jobs. 

 

“Iowa needs innovative ideas to grow our workforce and train the skilled workers who will help create a 

prosperous future for our industries and state,” Governor Kim Reynolds said. “These awards are quality 

investments in developing the deep talent pool necessary to keep our economy moving forward.” 

 

The Future Ready Iowa Employer Innovation Fund awards grants that can be used to cover the cost of training 

and education supplies, as well as to provide much needed wrap-around services addressing other barriers that 

some Iowans face when trying to obtain skilled training. Award amounts can range from $1,000 to $50,000. 

 

“Solving Iowa’s workforce needs over the long term is going to require a wide range of approaches and a 

willingness to embrace new ideas,” said Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce Development. “These 

grants are rewarding Iowa businesses for developing new ways to solve their own workforce issues.” 

 

Iowa’s future growth will be built on jobs that require more than a high school diploma. Future Ready Iowa, 

established in 2016, created a goal that 70 percent of Iowa’s workforce have education or training beyond high 

school by 2025. 

 

For more information, see the list of awards on the Future Ready Iowa website. 
(Info from Iowa Workforce Development) 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 Natural Resources 

 

House Natural Resources Committee Approves  

Youth Furbearing License Accommodation 
 

On Monday, January 31, 2022, the Iowa House Natural Resources Committee considered and passed House File 2044 

by an unanimous  17-0s vote.  The measure amend current Code Chapter subsection (483A.24.9) that allows an under 

16-years of age person without a DNR fur-harvester license (but implied hunting license) to accompany a fur-harvester 

licensed person (parent, guardian; or a competent adult with consent of parent/guardian) while hunting raccoons to 

more broadly apply to hunting of other fur bearing game or the trapping of fur-harvester game.   

 

This allows parents, guardians or other competent adults given parental/guarding consent to expose and train person 

under 16 years of age in the hunting and trapping of fur-bearing animals without requiring a person under 16-years of 

age to acquire and pay for a state DNR license to hunt or trap any fur-bearing species during the state specified season.  

The instigation for this bill comes from fur-harvesting license persons who wish to present and train a younger 

generation in the art and craft of hunting and trapping of fur-bearing game without investing in DNR required hunting, 

fur-harvesting and habitat fees ($22, $26.5, and $15 respectively). 

https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/innovation
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(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

 

HF 2123 Helps Provide Pictures of Missing Persons 
 

Having a loved one missing is something no one is prepared for. When a person is missing in Iowa, law enforcement 

works to collect as much information as possible from friends, family and others who know the individual. This 

information can be shared across the state with other law enforcement departments and the public. The Missing 

Persons Information Clearinghouse has information about people from our state who have gone missing, you can find 

the website here https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/criminal-investigation/missing-persons 

 

This summer is was brought to the attention of the Public Safety Committee that some missing persons do not have 

photographs posted with their information. After several calls with the Department of Public Safety and others, the 

committee learned that driver’s license pictures and non-operator identification pictures are not allowed to be used in 

these cases due to current law. HF 2123 was drafted to address this problem.   

 

Rep. Klein requested a bill to ensure a driver’s license picture or non-operator identification picture could be posted on 

the missing persons website so others will know what the person looks like. While the bill was a simple request and 

moved quickly through the committee, the impact to families missing loved ones will be big. This bill is now ready for 

floor debate and will be sent to the senate upon passage.  

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230) 

 

State Government 

 

State Government Continues to Move Legislation 
 
This week was another busy week for the State Government Committee. The committee passed several bills to help 

create transparency, streamline government efficiency, and protect Iowans. House Study Bill 567, is a campaign 

finance bill that was voted out of committee with unanimous support. If enacted, this bill would require the campaigns 

for statewide offices, the General Assembly, and countywide offices to submit an additional supplementary report 

during nonelection years. Currently these candidates are only required to submit a report in January following a 

nonelection year. Under this legislation, candidates would file a report in July to report on the first half of the 

nonelection year and another one in January to report on the second half of the year. This additional report will provide 

more transparency and openness for elected officials and their campaign finances. 

 

Additionally, the committee moved forward with a bill to streamline the Council on homelessness. The council was 

created with 38 voting members, many of these 38 members had specific affiliations or department representatives. 

The Council on homelessness’s size has prevented it from being able to efficiently hold meetings and achieve quorum 

to conduct the business of the council. As passed out of committee, House Study Bill 573 would bring the number of 

members to 20 members, of which 11 would be voting members of the general public. The remaining 9 members 

would be Directors, or their designees, of specific relevant state departments and agencies. Providing a more efficient 

membership of the council will allow them to address ways to help prevent and alleviate homelessness in Iowa.  

 

Another piece of legislation that passed out of the committee was a bill that would amend the Civil Rights Commission 

chapter of Iowa Code to require employers to provide simple reasonable accommodations for an employee with 

medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth. These accommodations would be made to assist these employees 

Public Safety 

https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/criminal-investigation/missing-persons
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with the activities of their specific occupation. These accommodations could be as simple as a chair at a job where the 

employee would normally stand or a trashcan being placed near the employee’s work area to aid with morning 

sickness. This bill affirms that these reasonable job-related accommodations are guaranteed under Iowa law. This bill 

also clarifies that a reasonable accommodation does not include any action that imposes an undue hardship on a 

business.  

 

As the legislative session continues, the State Government Committee will be working on more legislation that protect 

Iowans from government overreach, improve government efficiency, and provides protection for all Iowans. There are 

only two legislative weeks left before the first legislative funnel takes place. This is the deadline for House legislation 

to pass out of house committees in order to still be considered active legislation. The State Government Committee 

will be working on many more bills before that date in order to advance positive legislation for the state.  

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

 

Iowa DOT Adds New Changing Stations to Rest Stops 
 

Based on House Republican legislators’ interest in adding adult changing stations in rest areas to assist families with 

disabled members, the Iowa DOT has recently added them throughout the state and presented to the House 

Transportation Committee that they converted family rest rooms to accommodate the adult changing tables. Please see 

the article below by the Iowa DOT.  

New Changing Station Options in Iowa Rest Areas Are A Game Changer for Families 

 

Kristin Haar and her family want to have the freedom to travel from place to place like any other family. However, 

Kristin’s daughter Bronwyn has multiple disabilities due to FOXG1 Syndrome. These disabilities can make the most 

basic of tasks, like using a restroom in a public place, extremely difficult. “Our family has to carefully plan each outing 

or trip based on where we might be able to change Bronwyn,” explains Haar. “You don’t realize how life-limiting it 

can be to not have a place to take care of your loved one’s restroom needs.” 

 

While many restrooms have accommodations for those in a wheelchair, the designs assume that the person using the 

facilities can take care of themselves. Many persons with disabilities need the assistance of someone else and extra 

support to fully attend to their sanitary needs. 

 

We have been forced to use unsanitary public restroom floors or use our van as a changing space which lacks privacy 

and is not feasible in winter months,” explains Haar. “Bronwyn deserves to have her privacy protected and be able to 

use the restroom while remaining clean, warm, and safe like anyone else. Unfortunately, most people don’t understand 

the huge limitations meeting a basic need like restroom use can cause until you’re faced with caring for someone with 

special needs.”   

 

Last year legislation was proposed that would have required Iowa DOT rest areas to include adult changing stations in 

rest areas to assist families caring for older children and adults with special sanitary needs. While the bill did not 

become law, the Iowa DOT knew that we needed to move forward with ideas presented in the legislation. With the 

guidance of advocacy groups, we are now working to resolve the issue of the availability of a dignified and respectful 

way to meet the basic sanitary needs of families like the Haars at Iowa’s modern rest areas. 

 

Director of the Design Bureau, Mike Kennerly, said, “Before the legislation came up, we had not even conceived of 

this issue. However, once we heard the plight of these families, we knew right away that providing these 

accommodations was the right thing to do.”  

 

Kennerly had the opportunity to meet with an advocacy group to hear their stories and begin planning for change. “I 

was able to talk to these families about their struggles. I very quickly moved from my initial idea that ‘this is the right 

thing to do’ to ‘we have to do this.” I left that meeting with tears in my eyes knowing that something most people take 

Transportation 

https://www.transportationmatters.iowadot.gov/2021/08/new-changing-station-options-in-iowa-rest-area-a-game-changer-for-families.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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for granted can be so difficult for some,” he said. “It hit me right in the face that we need to make changes so that these 

families have a place to take care of their loved ones most basic of needs.” 

 

With the full support of Iowa DOT management, Kennerly tasked Steve McMenamin, Iowa DOT rest area 

administrator; Seana Godbold, Iowa DOT chief landscape architect; and our rest area consultant team at Snyder & 

Associates and CRW Architecture, to retrofit the family restrooms in existing modern rest area buildings and plan for 

adequate space in family restrooms in future rest area buildings. The new area will provide space for discreet and 

sanitary care for families with older children and adults who need additional assistance using rest area facilities. 

 

Haar said, “These adult-size changing stations will really open up Iowa to persons with disabilities who want to travel. 

I can tell you these adult-size changing stations will make a huge difference in many lives, ours included.”  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

House Veterans Affairs Committee Hears Presentations to Help Iowa 

Veterans 
 

Recently the House Veterans Affairs Committee heard presentations from the Iowa Veterans Affairs Commission, the 

Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs and Iowa Veterans Service Officers.  

 

These presentations highlighted the important benefits Iowa’s veterans have access to. According to the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs, there are 206,430 veterans in Iowa.  

 

To get to know your local county veterans’ affairs officials as they can help assist veterans with access to services. 

You can find them at the Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs website: https://va.iowa.gov/counties.  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 

 

Ways & Means 

 

House GOP Tax Plan Clears Subcommittee 
 

This week a House subcommittee approved House Study Bill 626. The bill is very similar to the Governor’s tax 

proposal (HSB 551) except that the House version does not include corporate tax cuts and instead focuses on 

individuals. Additionally, the House bill provides that the taxpayer trust fund will be used to partially pay for the tax 

cuts. The bill includes the following divisions: 

 

Division I—Sale of Certain Qualified Stock—Net Capital Gain Exclusion 

This division provides an employee-owner one lifetime election to exclude from income tax their net capital gains 

from the sale or exchange of capital stock (ESOPs). This exclusion is phased in over three years starting tax year 2023.  

 

Division II—Retired Farmer Lease Income Exclusion 

This division provides that a retired farmer’s income from rental of their property is exempt from tax. The farmer must 

be 55/farmed for at least 10 years. If the farmer choses this exemption, they are not eligible for the capital gains 

exclusion provided by Division III. This change begins tax year 2023.  
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Division III—Retired Farmer Capital Gain Exclusion 

This division provides a single lifetime exclusion of capital gain on the sale of a retired farmer’s land or livestock. This 

change begins in tax year 2023.    

 

Division IV—Individual Income Tax Rates—Tax Years 2023-2025 

This division strikes the tax brackets and rates that would go into effect in tax year 2023 and reduces them further in 

tax years 2023, 2024, and 2025.  

 

Division V—Individual Income Tax—Flat Rate 

This division picks up where Division IV left off. It provides for a flat tax of 4.0 percent on all taxable income. This 

begins in tax year 2026.  

 

Division VI—Retirement Income 

Currently, Iowa Code provides for an income tax exclusion for the first $6,000 of retirement income. This division 

provides that all retirement income would be excluded from tax. The change begins in tax year 2023.  

 

Division VII—Taxpayer Relief Fund 

For each of the next six fiscal years, this division transfers from the taxpayer relief fund to the general fund of the state 

the following amounts: 

• FY 2022-2023, $113 million 

• FY 2023-2024, $159.1 million 

• FY 2024-2025, $92.3 million 

• FY 2025-2026, $259.4 million 

• FY 2026-2027, $195.6 million 

• FY 2027-2028, $9.6 million 
 

The bill is now eligible to be debated in the House Ways and Means Committee. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

   

 

 


