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Sports Wagering Tax Revenue Blows Past 

Estimates 
 

Legalized sports betting is now in its third year in Iowa, with 

Iowans and residents of neighboring states taking advantage of this 

new activity.  Legalized betting has also produced a new revenue stream for the state.  The 2022 legislative session has 

brought on a growing discussion on how to utilize these funds.  Before any decision can be made on where the money 

should go, one simple question has to be answered – how much sports wagering tax revenue does the state actually 

have to spend?  

 

When sports wagering was enacted in 2019, the Legislative Services Agency put out an extensive fiscal note outlining 

the financial impact of the bill to the state.  They estimated that the amount of sports wagering in state would range 

from $186 million to $560 million annually.  With the state assessing a 6.75% tax on the net receipts (after payouts for 

winning wagers), it was expected that the state would collect between $630,000 and $1.8 million annually.   

 

When added to the revenue collected from the legalization of internet fantasy sports wagering, Iowa’s annual take from 

the new forms of gambling would expected to range from $900,000 to $2.6 million annually.  The tax revenue would 

be deposited in the newly created Sports Wagering Receipts Fund, where the money would sit until appropriated by 

the Legislature.   Just before the start of the 2019 college football season, legalized sports betting began in Iowa.  The 

data clearly show Iowans seem to really like this new opportunity. 

 

In Fiscal Year 2020 – the first year of sports wagering – the state collected $1.8 million in sports wagering tax.  That 

was a pretty strong number considering that betting on sports wasn’t legal until August and the pandemic hit in March, 

shutting down most sporting events for months.   

 

In FY 2021, sports wagering tax collections jumped to $6.1 million.  And through the first six months of FY 2022, 

$1.254 billion has been wagered on sports betting in Iowa.  This has generated over $4.9 million in sports wagering tax 

collections.   

 

With sports wagering such a popular activity in the state and generating tax revenue well in excess of what was 

projected, a simple question arises – how much sports wagering tax money does Iowa have to spend?  

 

While the bill establishing legalized sports wagering created a fund to hold the tax revenue generated by it, the bill 

didn’t address how the revenue was to be spent or how legislators were to determine how much was available.  To 

clarify the situation, the House Appropriations Committee is looking to use an existing process to answer the question.   

 

House Study Bill 501 would direct the three-member Revenue Estimating Conference to set an estimate for Sports 

Wagering Tax collections.  This would be similar to already enacted provisions requiring the REC to set an estimate 

for the collections of tax on casino gaming.   
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As the Legislature moves closer to determining how Sports Wagering tax revenue is to be used, House Study Bill 501 

would provide an answer of how much could be spent. 

 

(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

IDALS Secretary Naig Encourages Iowans to Apply Now for 2022 Specialty 

Crop Block Grants 
 

On Tuesday, January 18, 2022,  the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) issued a press 

release in which Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig announced that IDALS is now accepting applications for 

the 2022 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  To qualify, the grants must be used to support projects that raise 

awareness about or drive demand for specialty crops grown in Iowa.  IDALS  

 

Eligible specialty crops include both fresh and processed fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and horticulture 

and nursery crops, including floriculture.  Successful grant applications should explain how projects will improve 

specialty crop production through marketing and promotions, research and development, expanding availability and 

access to specialty crops, and addressing local, regional and national challenges confronting specialty crop producers.  

All projects must have an educational component.  Preference will be given to projects that have the potential to 

significantly expand, enhance and improve production and demand. 

Iowa agencies, universities, institutions, producers, industry associations and community-based organizations are 

eligible to apply.  Single organizations, institutions and individuals are encouraged to participate as project partners.  

Grant applications for projects that directly benefit a particular product or generate a profit for a single organization, 

institution or individual will not be awarded. 

 

Awardees may receive up to $24,000, and projects can have a duration of up to 30 months.  For more information, visit 

the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program website.   

 

IDALS Extends Deadline for Spring Crop Insurance  
 

On Thursday, January 13, 2022, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) issued a press 

release in which Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig announced that the IDALS has extended the deadline for 

farmers who planted fall cover crops to sign up for a $5 per acre discount on their 2022 crop insurance premiums.  

Farmers and landowners now have through January 28,2022,  to sign up online at-- apply.cleanwateriowa.org.  Fall 

2021 cover crop acres enrolled in other state or federal cover crop cost-share programs are not eligible.  Farmers who 

received prevent plant payments in 2021 are still eligible for the discounted insurance premiums.  The insurance 

premium reductions will be available for fall planted cover crops with a spring planted cash crop.  Some insurance 

policies may be excluded, like Whole-Farm Revenue Protection, or those covered through written agreements.  

Participants must follow all existing farming practices required by their policy and work with their insurance agents to 

maintain eligibility.  For questions regarding the application process email covercropdemo@iowaagriculture.gov. 

 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

 

 

 

https://iowaagriculture.gov/sites/default/files/ag-diversification/pdf/2022%20Application_ProjectProfile_Template%20(11).docx
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/specialty-crop-block-grant-program
https://apply.cleanwateriowa.org/
mailto:covercropdemo@iowaagriculture.gov
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Commerce 

 

Insurance in Iowa 
 

As noted last week, the insurance industry is one of the areas of focus for the Commerce committee. The Iowa 

Insurance Division is tasked with protecting Iowans through a fair and positive regulatory environment.  The Division 

is responsible for regulating and overseeing the insurance market in Iowa including the three main areas of insurance: 

life and annuities, property and casualty, and health. 

 

Federal law has made it clear that individual states regulate insurance. The states work together through the National 

Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) to work on model legislation and encourage minimum standards for 

states to adopt. Iowa is considered a leader in both laws and regulations by the insurance industry. The state is at the 

forefront of adopting model laws and regulations. Because of this, there are over 200 insurers domiciled in Iowa and 

over 1300 non-domestic admitted insurance carriers in the state.  

 

Finally, the insurance industry has a positive economic impact for Iowa. There are over 46,000 industry professionals 

and Iowa maintains favorable tax rates. We are the number one state for insurance as percentage of GDP, leading all 

other states, including Connecticut. 

 

 (Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

Economic Growth   

 

Over $16 Million in Infrastructure Grants Go to Rural Iowa Projects 
 

This week the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) announced investments of $16.6 million in community 

infrastructure, housing, and revitalization projects. Awards were made through the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) program, which provides support for community improvements. 

 

Awards were made for water and sewer improvements, community facilities, housing rehabilitation, and upper story 

housing. IEDA made awards through the state’s CDBG-CV fund, which helps communities prevent, prepare for, and 

respond to COVID-19. Grants are awarded based on the benefit to lower income Iowans, financial need, project impact 

and readiness, and commitment of local resources. The grants will benefit local building projects that contribute to the 

economic development of multiple Iowa communities. Projects included in this round of grants include: 

• Building renovation for a new social services/family development center and Head Start facility in 

Marshalltown 

• Developing upper story housing in the downtown area of Sigourney 

• Library improvements in Storm Lake 

• Child care project in Carlisle 

 

The CDBG program is federally funded through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. IEDA is 

responsible for administering the CDBG funds in the non-metropolitan areas of the state. The full slate of awards can 

be found here: https://www.iowaeda.com/UserDocs/2022cdbgawards.pdf 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

 

https://www.iowaeda.com/UserDocs/2022cdbgawards.pdf
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Education 

 

Governor Proposes Curriculum Transparency for Parents 
 

In Governor Reynolds’s Condition of the State Speech she spoke about the pleas from parents for more transparency in 

education. During the pandemic, parents were able to see in real time what was being taught in the classrooms and it 

raised questions. Parents have made their concerns crystal clear to Democrats, Republicans, school board members, 

superintendents, principals and teachers.  Along with Governor Reynolds, Republicans will work towards a solution 

that supports parents and students while integrating the concerns of teachers.   

 

Governor Reynold’s proposal includes three things: 

• Public schools will be required to publish their class materials on school and/or district websites where parents 

and families can view/read it. Information shall include course syllabuses or written summaries, state academic 

standards, and titles of or links to textbooks used for classes.  

• Public schools will also be required to publish a comprehensive list of books available in their libraries and 

provide information about the process for filing a concern about a book. If the concern is not addressed by the 

school district within 30 days, it can be appealed directly to the State Board of Education. 

• State funding will be withheld from schools that do not comply with these requirements. 

 

Throughout the 2021 legislative session and the first semester of the 21-22 school year, Iowans expressed their 

concerns with divisive concepts taught as fact using the principles of Critical Race Theory.  House Republicans took 

the lead and passed legislation taking the first step debunking those concepts and removing them from required 

classroom curriculum. As the 2022 legislative session gets underway, House Republicans have heard about 

questionable topics, materials, or books being taught and used in schools with parents feeling that it is outside their 

reach to simply be aware of what is taking place inside the classroom.  It is not an unreasonable request by parents or 

an unreasonable legislative push from House Republicans to require school districts to transparently provide the topics 

and material taught to students.   

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

Environmental Protection 

 

DNR Urges Affected Businesses to Use SLEIS To Slice the Time Spent 

Reporting Emissions 
  

On Friday, January 14, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources issued a press release which state that the 

State & Local Emissions Inventory System (SLEIS) can simplify the work that businesses that are required to submit 

2021 air emissions inventory report and ensure it is complete and accurate.  The 2021 emissions inventory is due for 

all Title V facilities and for Minor Source facilities in Field Offices 1 & 6 (see map here: Environmental Field 

Offices).   

 

Businesses can sign up for training now or check out one of the online training videos at eAirServices. 

 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/fieldoffice
https://www.iowadnr.gov/fieldoffice
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Air-Quality/eAirServices
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Human Resources 

 

House Republicans Prioritize Child Care for Working Families 
 

Recently, the Governor’s Child Care Task Force released its report of recommendations to improve access to child 

care in Iowa. Based on the report, the Governor announced the following actions in her condition of the state address: 

 

• $200 million for funding stabilization grants for day cares 

• $10 million in additional funding for the Child Care Challenge Grant Program 

• Implementation of a child care management system – this website will enable day cares to collectively share 

administrative functions, group purchasing, and professional development.  

• Create a “Best Place for Working Parents” designation – the state will recognize employers to go above and 

beyond to accommodate their employees with children.  

• $100,000 for grants to integrate child care with preschool 

 

Additionally, House Republicans brought forward three bills this week (HSB 510, HSB 511, and HSB 539) based on 

the report to improve access to child care for working families. Many of these recommendations look to provide 

flexibilities to parents and providers that reduce regulations and align Iowa’s child care regulations with the majority 

of other states.  

 

Last year, House Republicans also brought forward a legislative package to increase child care workforce, increase 

provider rates to maintain existing child care facilities, provide incentives to develop new child care facilities, and 

support hard-working families afford the high cost of child care.  

The following bills went into effect on July 1, 2021: 

 

• Fixing the “Cliff Effect” - House File 302 establishes a state funded off-ramp program from Child Care 

Assistance (CCA) that will gradually increase cost-sharing from families as they increase their income. This 

bill removes the ceiling on Iowan’s ability to be successful. You often hear about the cliff effect in government 

programs – where individuals are stuck in welfare dependency and the program is limiting their ability to take 

a raise or promotion by removing all the supports the receive.  

• Child Care Tax Credits – Doubles the income eligibility for the child care tax credit from families making up 

to $45,000 to $90,000. SF 619 is retroactive to January 1, 2021 and will apply to next year’s state taxes. This 

bill provides relief to 25,000 Iowa families as they pay for day care for their children.  

• Child Care Provider Rate Increases – House File 891 increases rates to child care providers accepting Child 

Care Assistance children by $13.4 million statewide. This bill specifically increases the payment to 50% of the 

most recent market rate survey and will be distributed with $11.8 million to child care centers, $592,000 to 

Child Development Homes, and $954,000 to nonregistered child care home with a CCA provider agreement. 

• Rural Child Care - House File 260 allows nonregistered child care homes to increase by one school-aged child 

(from up to 5 kids, to up to 6). This bill is extremely important for rural Iowa parents who do not have access 

to a child care center in their area, and one additional slot can make a large difference in getting a family back 

to work.  

 

https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/IGOV_ChildcareTF_Report_112021.pdf
https://dhs.iowa.gov/childcare/funding-opportunities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/childcarechallenge?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/future-ready-pk-12?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGI/89/HSB510.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGI/89/HSB511.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGI/89/HSB539.pdf
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The federal government has provided almost $500 million to the state of Iowa in the last year to be used for child care. 

Below is a chart of how these one-time funds have been utilized.   

 

 
 

House Republicans Continue to Expand Access to Mental Health Care 
 

Over the last 5 years, the legislature has passed bipartisan mental health reform, created the state’s first ever children’s 

mental health system, provided significant funds to mental health providers through Medicaid rates, and expanded 

access to mental health care through telehealth.  

 

However, too often we continue to hear that there are open beds at the other 27 hospitals with inpatient psychiatric 

units, yet no where to put difficult mental health patients. Iowa House Republicans are committed to always working 

towards additional ways to treat mental illness like any other health care condition.   

 

That’s why this week, the House Human Resources Committee introduced four pieces of legislation to address mental 

health workforce and additional beds for Iowa’s most difficult patients.  

 

Mental Health Institutes: HSB531 will increase the current capacity at the Independence and Cherokee Mental Health 

institutes by 50%. This bill will add 32 adult beds and 14 child/adolescent beds for Iowa's most difficult-to-place 

mental health patients.  

 

Adding Psychiatrists: HSB532 is legislation to fund 12 psychiatric residents per year. Iowa ranks 44th in the country in 

psychiatrists per capita. This bill will help increase the number of psychiatrists trained in Iowa.  

 

Mental Health Provider Loan Forgiveness: HSB537 adds $1 million per year to expand loan forgiveness opportunities 

to continue to retain new prescribing mental health providers in Iowa.  

 

Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit: HSB530 is a bill to require the Department of Human Services to establish a Medicaid 

rate for those needing a higher level of inpatient psychiatric care.  

 

It takes time to develop the new mental health services, and Iowa has made great progress in expanding community 

supports statewide. Once all of these services are up and running, they will serve mental health patients in the proper 
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setting, decrease the time law enforcement will spend transporting patients and waiting in Emergency Rooms and jails, 

but most importantly, these bills will treat Iowans with mental illness like any other health condition. 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Information Technology 

 

Cybersecurity is Priority for IT Committee 
 

The year 2021 set new records for the number of data breaches impacting consumers. By the end of September 

2021, the number of breaches had already exceeded the total number of breaches in all of 2020. Industries targeted 

included manufacturing, utilities, healthcare, financial services, and government. These breaches impacted millions 

of people. Some of the major breaches from 2021 included Facebook, LinkedIn, Coinbase, Robinhood, T-Mobile, 

and Colonial Pipeline among others. 

 

Ensuring Iowan’s personal information is safe and secure is a priority for the IT committee. Iowans need to be 

confident that their information is secure and the entities that hold their information are taking proactive steps to 

secure their private information. This year the IT committee will spend considerable time researching and finding 

ways to encourage best practices, and increase transparency in the cybersecurity field.  

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz, 1-3452) 

 

Judiciary 
 

Supreme Court Strikes Down Biden OSHA Rules on Vaccines 

Last week the Court struck down the Biden Administration’s OSHA rule that would have forced millions of 

Americans to choose between taking the COVID-19 vaccine and their jobs. This ruling ensures that NO BUSINESS 

in Iowa will have to require employees be vaccinated. A business may still choose to require vaccination, but there 

is no federal or state enforcement.   

The full ruling can be found here 

 

What federal rules were stuck down? 

In September, the Biden administration announced that COVID-19 vaccines would be mandatory in businesses with 

more than 100 employees. An unvaccinated employee could lose their job, or be subject to mandatory masking and 

weekly testing requirements. In a 6-3 decision, the court determined that OSHA CANNOT ENFORCE this rule in 

Iowa, or any state. While the justices agree that OSHA has the power to regulate occupational dangers, they cannot 

regulate broad public health policy.  

 

If a business chooses to require vaccinations and an employee doesn’t get one, what can an employee do? 

Exemptions are available for employees for either religious or medical reasons. Under Iowa law, all an employee 

must do is fill out the exemption form. Employees do not have to provide a note from their doctor or their religious 

leader to have this exemption HF 902  makes it easy for employees to apply and receive exemptions from being 

required to take the COVID-19 vaccine.  If an employee is fired for not taking the COVID-19 vaccine, they can still 

receive unemployment benefits. HF 902 protects employees from being forced to pick between their job and their 

rights. 

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille 1-5230) 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/21a244_hgci.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF902
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Labor 
 

Governor Proposes Unemployment Insurance Reform 
 

Throughout the pandemic, unemployment numbers have remained a key factor for Iowa’s recovery from the 

government-imposed shutdowns and limitations.  To try to ensure people got back to work, Governor Reynolds 

ended participation in federal unemployment benefit programs. Iowa’s economy benefitted as a result.  But Iowa’s 

workforce shortage has not completely abated.  In Governor Reynolds’ Condition of the State, she proposed 

significant unemployment insurance reforms with the goal being to return unemployment to what it was originally 

intended: provide financial support for a limited time while working towards re-employment. She proposed five 

things: 

 

• Reducing the terms of regular unemployment benefits from the current maximum of 26 weeks to a 

maximum 16 weeks. Also reducing the extension of benefits for plant closings from the current 39 week 

maximum benefit to 26 weeks. 

• Benefit payment beginning one week after a claim is filed, allowing time for claims and potential employer 

appeals to be processed, while also encouraging a faster return to work.  

• Under current law, benefit recipients are required after a certain number of weeks to accept a job that pays a 

fraction of their prior wage or lose their benefit. The percentage of prior wages will decrease on a more 

rapid timeline to encourage reemployment. 

• Define “misconduct” for unemployment benefit determinations to provide clarity and consistency in claim 

resolution. 

• Allow unemployment decisions to be directly appealed to district court.  

 

Today in Iowa there are 83,331 job openings in the state of Iowa. House Republicans continue to look for ways to 

get Iowans successfully back to work and Iowa’s economy moving forward so all Iowans can benefit. 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 Natural Resources 

 

DNR Gives Chronic Wasting Disease and Emerald Ash Borer Update  
 

On Tuesday, January 18, 2022, the House Natural Resources Committee received updates from Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources officials-- Jeff Goerndt who discussed the growing infestation of Iowa ash trees by the emerald ash 

borer (EAB) and by Chris Ensminger on chronic wasting disease (CWD) in the Iowa deer herd.  Chris Ensminger 

distributed a CWD factsheet which included information that samples from nearly 5,000 deer have been tested as part 

of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) effort to monitor for chronic wasting disease, resulting in 36 

confirmed positives from the 2021-2022 hunting season.  The samples were collected over the past 10 months from 

willing hunters and taxidermists, as well as from deer killed along Iowa’s roads.  Hunters have been a willing and 

important partner.  They voluntarily provide the samples for testing, and execute the slow the spread plan should one 

of those deer turn out to be positive.   

 

At the House panel meeting Mr. Ensminger told the committee that DNR uses a weighted surveillance strategy 

focusing on high priority samples – older bucks – to increase the likelihood of finding the disease if it is present in the 

area.  In areas where CWD is detected, the DNR increases the number of samples collected in order to monitor the 

spread of the disease.  As additional positives are detected, the DNR will engage hunters to help to manage the herd 

toward the lower end of the population goal.  Hunters can still participate in select deer management zones hunts 
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through January 23rd, while licenses are available.  At the meeting, it was noted that a hunter can submit samples of 

deer harvested prior to processing to the department which ships the samples to the state veterinary diagnostic 

laboratory at Iowa State University where results typical are turned around in days at a cost of $25 to the hunter. 

 

Chronic wasting disease is a neurological disease belonging to the family of diseases known as transmissible 

spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) or prion diseases.  It attacks the brain of infected deer and elk causing the 

animals to lose weight, display abnormal behavior, lose body functions and die. It is always fatal to the infected 

animal.  Most of the 36 positives came from existing deer management zones except for three – a road-killed deer five 

miles south of Jefferson in Greene County, a deer taken in northwest Fremont County, and one from just outside the 

zone in Jackson County.  The DNR will be scheduling meetings in these counties to discuss chronic wasting disease 

and how hunters can help to slow the spread.  With the addition of Greene and Fremont, Iowa now has 12 counties 

where chronic wasting disease has been confirmed.  “We will be updating our surveillance plan to include these new 

positives and will consider increasing the overall number of samples collected in the state. Early detection is key,” 

Harms said in the DNR press release. “Increasing harvest to catch any other positives will help us to manage for it 

more effectively. In these areas, we want to manage the herd on the lower end of our population goal to help slow 

disease transmission while still maintaining a quality recreational opportunity for our hunters.” 

 

The Iowa DNR contacted all hunters with a positive deer and offered the opportunity to come collect the deer meat, 

hide and other animal parts or were provided other options for disposal.  This is the 20th year the Iowa DNR has tested 

deer across the state.  The first deer tested positive in 2013. To date, 148 deer have tested positive for chronic wasting 

disease in Iowa. More information is available online at  

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Deer-Hunting/Deer-Health/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.   

 

County: Number of Positive Deer (Year Detected) 

Allamakee: 72 (2013) 

Appanoose: 3 (2020) 

Clayton: 29 (2016) 

Decatur: 1 (2019) 

Dubuque: 3 (2018) 

Fayette: 2 (2019) 

Fremont: 1 (2021) 

Greene: 1 (2021) 

Jackson: 2 (2020) 

Wayne: 22 (2017) 

Winneshiek: 10 (2019) 

Woodbury: 2 

 

The other one-half of the meeting dealt with the expansion of areas in Iowa effected by the Emerald Ash Borer by Jeff 

Goerndt which saw another 8-counties having reported, documented EAB infested ask trees.  Only 15 out of 99 

counties in Iowa are not yet infested.  The infestation is almost always fatal to ash trees, though it may take up to 10-

years.   

 

Early Inventory data suggests that there were roughly 52-million woodland ash tree in Iowa and 3.1-million 

community ash trees.  Since ash is the most commonly planted tree in Iowa, perhaps 40% and many ash trees in Iowa 

towns were planted to replace Elm trees which died of Dutch elm disease in the 1960 to early 1970s many Iowa 

communities will have holes again in the tree canopy.  It was noted at the meeting that large specimen tree of mature 

age in Iowa communities may cost more than $1,000 to remove and typical replacement trees can cost ~$150.  DNR 

recounted that it had sent information to Iowa woodland owners that they should consider harvesting ash tree stock 

soon before the bole and wood deteriorates from premature death of the trees.  The Iowa Department of Agriculture 

and Land Stewardship is a partner with DNR concerning EAB detection efforts and late last year produced the 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMTguNTE5NjcxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pb3dhZG5yLmdvdi9IdW50aW5nL0RlZXItSHVudGluZy9EZWVyLUhlYWx0aC9DaHJvbmljLVdhc3RpbmctRGlzZWFzZT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.BHAsi9Pnu7eyBJRl_pOehzG18dNGMWPzWjkbXjJwsn4/s/601016225/br/125254762733-l
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following map on the state infestation. 

 
(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

  
Zuckerberg Organization Funneled Over $4 Million into Iowa’s Election 

System in 2020 

The Center for Tech and Civic Life (CTCL), an organization largely funded and partnered with Mark Zuckerberg, 

Google, and Facebook, spent over $4.4 million in Covid-19 Response Grant Programs in 63 of Iowa’s counties.  

According to influencewatch.org, “The organization pushes for left-of-center voting policies and election 

administration. It has a wide reach into local elections offices across the nation and is funded by many left-of-center 

funding organizations.” 

These CTCL donations were not to political campaigns or spent on advertisements, but were directly given to election 

officials who oversee elections in Iowa. Zuckerberg donated $350 million to the Center for Tech and Civic Life.  As 

described by Zuckerberg, “The more I've focused on this election, the more important I've felt it is both to make sure 

local counties and states have the resources they need to handle these unprecedented conditions, and that people are 

aware that the infrastructure is in place to make every vote count so they can accept the result of the election as 

legitimate.” 

The result has been the opposite.  When private funding is used in the election process questions are raised about 

potential influence of voter turnout, election outcomes, access to voter information, and influence of the large 

corporations who donated the money. 

The Center for Tech and Civic Life posts that their organization is to aid in modernizing election technology, 

educating election officials, and providing ballot and candidate data. While describing their work in a non-partisan 

State Government 
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fashion all three founders were staff at the New Organizing Institute, a left-leaning organization that provided data, 

digital, and other trainings to progressive campaigns and organizers. 

How and where the funds were directed also raises concerns. The majority of counties that received grants from the 

Center for Tech and Civic Life voted for Joe Biden. The amounts of money per voter in these counties also skews 

towards counties that voted for Biden. Counties that voted for Biden received an average of $4.41 per registered voter, 

compared to counties that supported Trump which received an average of $0.91 per registered voter. In Iowa, Polk 

County received $6.01 per registered voter, Linn County $4.63, and Johnson County received $3.43 per registered 

voter.  

Iowa has strong election integrity laws including voter ID requirements, 100% paper ballots, mandatory audits of 

voting equipment and precinct results, and routine voter registration maintenance which has led to widespread 

confidence in election results in Iowa.  House Republicans have added the goal of stopping outside influence from 

corporate donors to local election officials to the list of election integrity measures from the State Government 

Committee this session.   

(Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

Transportation 

 

Federal Government Requires Additional Testing for CDL Applicants 
 

The Iowa DOT released the following information: 

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is set to implement new training requirements for first-time 

commercial driver’s license (CDL) applicants and some drivers who wish to upgrade existing commercial driver’s 

licenses. 

 

Beginning Feb. 7, 2022, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration will require drivers in all states across the 

U.S. who wish to do any of the following to complete these training requirements: 

• Apply for a Class A or Class B CDL for the first time 

• Upgrade an existing CDL (Class B CDL to Class A CDL) 

• Add a hazardous materials (H), passenger (P), or school bus (S) endorsement to their existing CDL for the first 

time 

In Iowa, the Iowa Department of Transportation and all Iowa county treasurer’s offices that issue commercial driver 

licenses will be required to verify CDL applicants’ Entry-Level Driver Training (ELDT) completion. Commercial 

driver training providers are required to upload an individual driver’s training certification to the Training Provider 

Registry. 

 

Iowa DOT issuance locations are working to accommodate as many CDL customers as possible who wish to complete 

any of the impacted services before the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration begins requiring the training on 

Feb. 7. Use the DOT’s online appointment scheduler and our staff will be in contact to prioritize your appointment. 

 

The ELDT is a Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration program and is not administered by the Iowa DOT. For 

more information please select one of the links below or call the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

information line at 1-800-832-5660 or the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Iowa Field Office at 515-233-

7400. 

Entry-level driver training information 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

https://iowadot.gov/mvd/driverslicense/service-selector
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/commercial-drivers-license/entry-level-driver-training-eldt
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/


 

 

12 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Condition of the Iowa National Guard 
 

Last week, Major General Benjamin Corell, Adjutant General of the Iowa National Guard, gave the Condition of the 

Iowa Guard to the Legislature. The entire speech can be found here.  

In his speech, the Adjutant General honored the 20 members of the Iowa National Guard have made the ultimate 

sacrifice while defending the nation since 9/11/21.  

 

The Adjutant General also thanked the service of the over 1,600 Iowa Soldiers and over 200 Iowa Airmen served on 

active duty missions throughout Europe, the Middle East, and Africa in 2021. 

  

Additionally, “this past October, we welcomed home 24 Soldiers from the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team who 

spent a year supporting federal operations on the Southwest Border. As they returned, we sent off several dozen 

Soldiers from the 376th Aviation Detachment, serving on federal duty supporting Customs and Border operations on 

the Southwest border again this year.  

 

This past November, 65 Airmen from both the 185th Air Refueling Wing in Sioux City and the 132d Wing in Des 

Moines deployed stateside to support Operation Allies Welcome. Operation Allies Welcome is the ongoing effort to 

bring Americans home from Afghanistan and bring vulnerable Afghans to the United States and support their 

resettlement.” 

 

We thank all of Iowa’s Soldiers and Airman for their service!  

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

Details Released on Governor’s Tax Proposal 
 

Last week Governor Reynolds laid out her comprehensive tax relief plan for the 2022 legislative session. This week 

more details and fiscal information are available as House Study Bill 551. The following is a division by division 

explanation as well as the fiscal impacts of each division.  

  

Division I—Sale of Certain Qualified Stock—Net Capital Gain Exclusion 

This division provides an employee-owner one lifetime election to exclude from income tax their net capital gains 

from the sale or exchange of capital stock (ESOPs). This exclusion is phased in over three years starting tax year 2023. 

Fiscal impact is: -$4.1 million in FY24, -$8.2 million in FY25.   

 

Division II—Retired Farmer Lease Income Exclusion 

This division provides that a retired farmer’s income from rental of their property is exempt from tax. The farmer must 

be 55/farmed for at least 10 years. If the farmer choses this exemption, they are not eligible for the capital gains 

exclusion provided by Division III. This change begins tax year 2023. Fiscal impact is: -$3.0 million in FY24, -$3.0 

million FY25.     

 

Division III—Retired Farmer Capital Gain Exclusion 

This division provides a single lifetime exclusion of capital gain on the sale of a retired farmer’s land or livestock. This 

change begins in tax year 2023. Fiscal impact is: -$8.0 million in FY24, -$8.0 million FY25.     

 

Division IV—Individual Income Tax Rates—Tax Years 2023-2025 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/HJNL/20220113_HJNL.pdf
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This division strikes the tax brackets and rates that would go into effect in tax year 2023 and reduces them further in 

tax years 2023, 2024, and 2025. Fiscal impact is: -$37.3 million in FY23, -$135.8 million in FY24, -$341.7 million in 

FY 25.     

 

Division V—Individual Income Tax—Flat Rate 

This division picks up where Division IV left off. It provides for a flat tax of 4.0 percent on all taxable income. This 

begins in tax year 2026. Fiscal impact is: -$852.0 million in FY26, -$1.289 billion in FY27.   

 

Division VI—Corporate Income Tax Rates—Adjustments  

This division provides for the corporate tax rates to be reduced based on a revenue trigger. It provides that in a year 

where corporate tax revenue exceeds $700 million, the excess is used to reduce the corporate rates the following year. 

This change begins in tax year 2023. Fiscal impact is: -$6.5 million in FY23, -$38.2 million in FY24, -$80.0 million in 

FY25.    

 

Division VII—Corporate Income Tax—Flat Rate 

This division provides that when the corporate rates are reduced (by Division VI) to a point where all rates equal 5.5 

percent, the corporate tax rate is codified at a flat 5.5 percent.    

 

Division VIII—Retirement Income 

Currently, Iowa Code provides for an income tax exclusion for the first $6,000 of retirement income. This division 

provides that all retirement income would be excluded from tax. The change begins in tax year 2023. Fiscal impact is: 

-$201.3 million in FY23, -$405.3 million in FY24. 

 

The total fiscal impact of the proposal is -$245.13 million in FY23, -$594.29 million in FY24, and -$833.61 million in 

FY25. Years beyond that do go above one billion. A subcommittee has been assigned to the bill.  State revenue 

available for increased government spending and for tax relief is $1.2 billion. In addition to that the Taxpayer Relief 

Fund has a current balance of $1.1 billion. 

 

 (Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

National Survey Reveals Americans’ Views Regarding COVID Vaccine 

   

Democratic Voters Support Severe Penalties  

Against Unvaccinated Americans 
 

According to a Heartland Institute/Rasmussen Reports national survey released last week, Democratic voters support 

punitive crackdowns on unvaccinated Americans. 

 

Rasmussen Reports made public data which showed 59% of Democrats support a government policy to restrict 

unvaccinated Americans to their homes while 79% of Republicans and 71% of unaffiliated voters oppose this type of 

policy. 

 

48% of Democrats support the idea that federal and state governments should be able to fine or IMPRISON individuals 

who “publicly question the efficacy of the existing COVID-19 vaccines on social media, television, radio, or in online 

or digital publications.”  Just 14% of Republicans and 18% of unaffiliated voters support such a policy. 

 

45% of Democrats favor a policy allowing governments to forcefully relocate citizens into temporary designated 

facilities or locations if they refuse to get a COVID-19 vaccine.  78% of Republicans and 64% of unaffiliated voters 

oppose such a draconian plan. 
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47% of Democrats favor a government digital tracking program to make sure Americans who are unvaccinated stay in 

quarantine or remain socially distant from others.  Finally, and most disturbing, 29% of Democratic voters support 

temporarily “removing parents’ custody of their children if parents refuse to take the COVID-19 vaccine.”   

 

Other findings included 55% support among Democrats for monetary fines for Americans who choose to not get a 

COVID-19 vaccine.  Just 19% Republicans and 25% of unaffiliated voters this idea. 

 

 


