
 
 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
Via Zoom (focus on Hazleton, Buchanan, Clayton and surrounding counties)  

 
AGENDA 

 
12:00-12:15 Welcome and Introductions 
  Olga Reding, IOA Education and Outreach Coordinator  
  
12:15-12:45   USDA Organic History and Background 
  Olga Reding, IOA Education and Outreach Coordinator  
 
12:45-1:15 Organic Regulations and Certification Overview  
  Matt Miller, organic farmer and former IDALS Organic Certifier 

(organic regulations and production considerations for crop production 
including nutrient management, pest/weed management, rotations, buffers, 
land transition, and natural resources/biodiversity) 

 
1:15-1:30 BREAK  

 
 
1:30-2:00 Organic Agronomics from Mercaris  

Megan Thomas, Mercaris Economist  
 
Megan Thomas was a USDA 1890 National Scholar with a background in 
small-scale farming and agricultural economics. She has worked with the 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service as an economic assistant in the Office of 
Capacity Building and Development, Office of Trade Programs, and the 
Office of Global Analysis where she assisted economists with data analytics 
of commodity markets. Megan received a Master of Science in Agricultural 
Business and Economics from Auburn University and a Bachelor of Science 
in Agricultural Economics from Southern University and A&M College.  

 
 

   2:00-3:00 Organic Producer Panel 
(producers describe their operation, why they farm organically, challenges, 
opportunities, and open Q&A) 
- Scott Wedemeier, Maynard  
- Wayne Wangsness, Decorah  

Scott Wedemeier owns and operates a 911 acre family farm in 
Maynard, Iowa. Scott is the third generation to farm this land. 
Scott transitioned their herd to organic in the spring of 2015, 
and has been part of the Organic Valley Cooperative. The 



Wedemeiers also have a small number of sheep and pigs, 
maintain a natural wetland, and raise steers. In his rotation 
Scott includes alfalfa mixes, oat, barley, wheat, cereal rye, 
soybean, corn, sorghum sudan, clover and interrow-seeded 
cover crops. Scott stated that organic farming has given him 
the opportunity to realize the short comings of conventional 
agriculture, from a soil health and biological perspective, and 
how to farm with the natural courses of nature versus the way 
we just want to farm. 

Wayne Wangsness is an organic farmer out of Decorah, IA. 
Wayne has been farming since 1964, and transitioned to 
organic in 1995. He has 200 acres, and his rotations include 
corn, soybeans, oats, hay and rye. Wayne feels that with 
organic agriculture, he has a lot of possibilities to explore, and 
he is proud of what he is doing both from an environmental 
perspective and from serving his community. Wayne is the 
president of the Quality Organic Producer Cooperative 
(QOPC), where they do custom electric weed annihilation. 
 

3:00  Adjourn  


