
The Church IS NOT:  

 Advocating for a repeal of the stormwater fee.  A number of local jurisdictions have already put 

into place good-faith efforts to reduce stormwater runoff based on the fees they expect to 

raise, and these efforts should not be undermined. 

 Seeking an exemption from stormwater fees.  Cleaning up the bay is a shared responsibility, and 

everyone will need to do their part to achieve this goal. 

The Church IS advocating for statewide legislation that: 

 Addresses wide disparities between jurisdictions and places a reasonable statewide cap on fees 

that can be charged to religious and nonprofit institutions, in recognition of their reliance on 

charitable contributions and the cost-saving services they provide to local communities. 

 Includes all property owned by a religious institution, and not just a “house of worship” in the 

statewide cap. 

 Provides grant programs and credits against fees to assist religious and nonprofit institutions in 

implementing stormwater mitigation projects on their properties, and that provide relief from 

fees on properties that have put projects into place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Church joins many in the religious and environmental communities in supporting the goal of 

protecting the Chesapeake Bay from harmful runoff pollution.  The Church also recognizes the laudable 

intent of furthering that goal through the 2012 state law requiring 10 local jurisdictions to impose 

stormwater fees on homeowners, businesses, and religious and nonprofit institutions.     

However, a number of valid concerns have been raised since these jurisdictions have begun to implement 10 

significantly disparate versions of a stormwater fee.   While it is important that local jurisdictions put into 

place measures to reduce runoff, it is clear that the current mechanism for accomplishing this goal needs 

further work.  The Church has a particular concern regarding the disproportionate imposition of fees on 

properties owned by religious and nonprofit institutions, particularly in Baltimore City. In that jurisdiction 

alone, Catholic churches and parishes have been charged a total of more than $300,000 in stormwater fees; 

one Catholic cemetery was charged $27,000. While other jurisdictions have imposed more reasonable fees 

on the nonprofit community, Baltimore City’s stormwater fee will severely deplete the resources needed by 

our churches, schools and charities to minister to their local communities.   

Given the likelihood that this issue will again be addressed by the General Assembly during the 2014 

legislative session, it is important to clarify several points regarding the Church’s stance on the stormwater 

issue.  

For more information, contact Mary Ellen Russell or Chris Ross at the Maryland Catholic Conference: 

Email: mrussell@mdcathcon.org or cmross@mdcathcon.org   Phone: 410-269-1155; 301-261-1979 
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