
 

Congregational Information Form 

In order to help us better support your congregation and facilitate collaboration with congregations and 
other partners situated near you, please complete this Congregational Intake Form. 

The information we are collecting includes basic contact information and characteristics about your 
congregation, plus information about the types of environmental education, restoration, or advocacy 

efforts in which your congregation has engaged. 

You will have the opportunity to share your name and contact information to help us better connect with 
you. Responses on the Intake Form will only be used for internal purposes. 

The estimated completion time is 10-20 minutes.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to Bonnie Sorak at bonnie@interfaithchesapeake.org. 

Direct Link to the Survey 

Step 1: Information About the  

Person Completing this Form 
(Basic personal information such as name, email, phone, address, zip code) 

Step 2: Information About Your Congregation 
 

1. Congregation Name (exactly as it appears on the website or front sign) 

2. Congregation Address, State, Postal / Zip Code 

3. Congregation County 

4. Congregation Office Phone Number 

5. Congregation Office Email 

6. Spiritual Leader’s Name 

7. Spiritual Leader’s Title 

8. Congregation Website 

9. Congregation Facebook Page 

10. Congregation Twitter Page 

11. Religious Denomination  

12. Does your congregation have an active "Green Ministry"? This would be a group of 3 people or 
more who spearhead Creation Care efforts at your congregation.    Yes    No 
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13. How would you rate the level of support from your pastor/rabbi/spiritual leader for your 
congregation's Creation Care efforts? 

Low 
Medium 
High 

 
14. Congregation Membership Size 

10-250 
250-500 
500-1000 
1000-2000  
2000 or more 

*Note: Please include all members, including children. Do not just include the number of families. 

15. Racial Composition of Membership 
Mostly White 
Mostly Black 
Mostly Latino 
Mostly Asian 
Other* 

*Other: racial groups not mentioned above and/or not a single racial group  
 

16. Does your congregation rent or own its property? 
Rent 
Own 
Denomination owns property 
 

17. How much open land exists on your congregation's property on which trees/native plants could 
be planted? 

Less than 1/4 acre 
1/4-3/4 acre 
1-3 acres 
4+ acres 

18. How would you characterize your congregation’s parking lots/sizes? 
Our congregation does not have a parking lot. 
Our congregation has parking lot space for 50 cars or less.  
Our congregation has parking lot space for 50-200 cars.  
Our congregation could be considered a “megachurch.” Our parking lot space fits more 
than 200 cars.  

 
19. Does your congregation have a youth education program?  

  Y/N 
20. If yes, how many youth are involved in it?  

1-40 youth 
40 or more youth 

21. What is the percentage of youth involved? 



 

Under age 13 
Age 13 or over  
 

~Forming Faithful Stewards~ 
The following questions pertain to “Forming” Actions at your congregation. Forming actions are those 
that help raise awareness and build knowledge about clean water issues. Examples include: hosting an 
educational speaker, hosting a movie night to watch a documentary about an environmental issue, 
hosting a Creation Care scripture study or book group, organizing a nature hike for your members to 
reconnect them with nature.  
 

22. Check all of the Forming actions that you can recall your congregation has taken: 
Hosted an educational speaker, homilist, or workshop on environmental issues 
Hosted a youth environmental educational program 
Hosted a Creation Care scripture study or book group 
Hosted a movie night with an environmentally-themed documentary 
Hosted an outdoor experience to reconnect people to nature, such as a hike or boat 
tour 
Other _____________________ 

 
23. How many Forming actions has your congregation taken in the past, to the best of your 

recollection?    
0 
1-2 
3-5 
6 or more 

 
24. Thinking of your most well-attended Forming action to the best of your recollection, please 

answer the following questions: 
At this event, X adults attended – 0-10, 10-20, 20-50, 50+ 
At this event, X non-white adults attended - 0-10, 10-20, 20-50, 50+ 
At this event, X non-Christian adults attended - 0-10, 10-20, 20-50, 50+ 
At this event, X youth (under age 18) attended - 0-10, 10-20, 20-50, 50+ 

 
~Caring for Sacred Waters~ 
The following questions pertain to “Caring” Actions at your congregation. Caring actions are those in 
which your congregation is physically helping to restore clean water. Examples include: trash pickup, 
planting trees or native plants, installing a rain garden.  
 

25. Check all of the Caring actions that you can recall your congregation has taken: 
Stream cleanup or trash pickup onsite or offsite 
Organized volunteers to paint/stencil street drains warning that runoff drains into 
nearby rivers 
Instituted recycling or some other form of waste reduction policy at your facility 
Reduced your water consumption in some way (such as installing low-flow toilets)  
Reduced your energy consumption in some way (such as installing LED lighting) 
Stopped using herbicides or pesticides at your facility, or has a policy in place so that 
such materials are not used 
Planted native plants as part of conservation landscaping or pollinator garden  



 

Planted trees (at your congregation or an offsite location) 
Installed a rain barrel or rain cistern 
Installed a rain garden 
Installed a bioretention area 
Installed permeable pavement, or replaced pavement with natural vegetation 
Installed solar panels 
Other _____________________ 

 
26. How many Caring actions has your congregation taken in the past, to the best of your 

recollection?  
0 
1-2 
3-5 
6 or more 

 
~Going Forth~ 
The following questions pertain to “Going Forth” Actions at your congregation. Going Forth actions are 
those in which your congregation is engaging the broader community in environmental protection or 
restoration work, moving beyond its own membership/grounds. Examples of Going Forth actions include 
inviting a nearby congregation to co-sponsor an educational event with you, producing a press release 
to share with the public about your work, engaging in a march/rally/civic action.  
 

27. Check all of the Going Forth actions that you can recall your congregation has taken: 
Our congregation has involved other congregations (of same or different religion), the 
neighborhood, or general public in any Forming or Caring activities.  
Our congregation coordinated with another community organization (ex. Homeowner’s 
Association/Boy-Girl Scout Troop) on any Forming or Caring activity. 
Our congregation participates in a local stream-monitoring effort.  
Our congregation has sent out a press release to inform the public about any Forming or 
Caring activity hosted by our congregation.  
Our congregation uses social media to highlight any of our Forming or Caring activities.  
Our congregation has submitted a letter on letterhead to an elected official, taking a 
position on a legislative policy. 

 
28. How many Going Forth actions has your congregation taken to the best of your recollection?  

0 
1-2 
3-5 
6 or more 

 
29. If your congregation earned media attention for an environmental project or educational 

activity, please specify the type(s) of media earned. (Check all that apply.) 
  Our project was highlighted in a newspaper 
  Our project was highlighted on the radio 
  Our project was highlighted on a television news report 
  Our project was highlighted in a denominational-wide newsletter or electronic mailing 
  Our project was highlighted by a nonprofit organization, not IPC 
  



 

30. Has your congregation’s pastor/rabbi/leader spoken out as a public advocate for the 
environment? 

He/She met with state or local elected representative  
He/She testified at a state or local hearing 
He/She spoke at a rally about a specific legislation                                     
He/She prepared a letter on congregational letterhead to their state or local 
representative about a specific legislation 

 
~Grant Seeking~ 
The following questions pertain your congregation’s efforts to secure grant-funding for environmentally-
related projects or educational programs.  
 

31. Has your congregation ever applied for a grant? (Check all answers that apply.) 
Yes, grant(s) valued up to $10,000 
Yes, grant(s) valued over $10,000 
No, we have never applied for a grant 

 
32. Was your congregation ever awarded a grant? (Check all answers that apply.) 

Yes, grant(s) valued up to $10,000 
Yes, grant(s) valued over $10,000 
No, we have never applied for a grant 

 


