
God Makes the Rain 
We Make the Runoff 

www.interfaithchesapeake.org 



Forming Faithful Stewards,  
Caring for Sacred Waters 

IPC is building a network of faith advocates 
who… 

– Deeply care for creation as a reflection of their 
love for God and others 

– Model behavior in their congregations and 
neighborhoods 

– Bring to bear the faith-based voice on issues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give IPC’s Elevator Speech and introduce yourself�IPC mobilizes congregations through education and action to restore balance to our rivers/streams/watersheds. We do this through programs that help congregations implement best practices on their grounds, through speakers/workshops, and through periodic gatherings that galvanize support. We are building a network of people and communities of faith that understand the sacredness of water, how to be stewards of it, and how to advocate for it.IPC organizes faith communities around clean water issues. We try to inspire, support, and equip people and communities of faith to take action to advocate for clean water as a reflection of their love for the world around them and their faith convictions.Since 2013 we’ve worked with or supported over 100 congregations in the Maryland and DC areaWe’ve worked with diverse faiths including many Christian denominations, Jewish groups, Buddhists, and Sikh. We hope to work with our first Muslim partners this year! We email monthly newsletters that go out to over 1,000 supporters who then transfer this information to their communities and fellow congregantsWe have been integral to the faith community’s movement toward embracing care for a Creation as a critical component of their expressing of their spirituality



How does IPC build this 
network? 

 
• Spiritual Resources 
• On-Site Projects 
• Gatherings 
• Relationship-building 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ashley Trout (Blue Water Baltimore) with a member of Chizuk Amuno.  IPC acts as a connector or broker between technical environmental organizations and the faith community.  



Who are we working with? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are congregations and individuals (over 1,000 and over 100 congregations) throughout the state that have participated in our programs or stay connected to our work in some way. 



God Calls Us to  
Care for Creation and One Another 



Water is Sacred 
Water Connects us to each other 

How we treat water is a reflection of our love 
and respect for God and others 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“How we treat water is a reflection of our relationship with God.”  “Respect for water shows love for our brothers and sisters and all of Creation.”Watershed twist on the Golden Rule:  Do unto others downstream as you would have those upstream do unto you.  - Wendell BerryRelate caring for nature to caring for people:   environmental justice and social justice are interconnectedWe are interconnected through water – “do unto those downstream as you’d have those upstream do unto you”Environmental degradation impacts the poor the mostFaith communities are the stop gap for major social justice issues such as poverty, homelessness, joblessness – how do we compete with that?We don’t have to compete – in fact, caring the Earth is caring for each otherBay health = job security for oystermenClean Anacostia = source of reliable food for the poorest of the poorReduction in flooding = less disruption and financial loss for vulnerable  populations	          Connect the dots for themConcept of Watershed Communities – help them see who else is in their community



Water As GOD’s First 
Relationship 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the earth was without form and void;  and darkness was on the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God’ moved  upon the face of the waters. �~ Genesis 1:2Shows the water is the essential element or foundation for all life that followed.



One Body 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Faith teachings on One BodyChristian:  Collossians 1:16-17   For in Christ all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, ….. Christ is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.Jewish:   according to mystical Kabbalah tradition tzelem elohim, the Image of God extended the sense of the Image not only to the human species but to the universe as a whole and therefore all the beings within it.Buddhist:  The whole universe is interdependent (like parts of a body) and we must listen with compassion to cries of the earth sufferingThus it follows that we are connected to each other through waterAll beings depend on water for life – clean, accessible waterWe can decouple the interconnection between caring for the Earth and water and caring for one’s neighbor. We are asked to clothe the naked and feed the hungry. But, we cannot do this and then turn around and defile the Earth – it is counter-productive – we must see these acts of love as one in the same



Water Equity is a Social Justice Issue 

The issue of water equity is about  
– Human life 
– Plight of the poor 
– Right to life 

Water Quality  
is about  

Social Justice 
 
 



Water Is a Human Right 
•What people do and who they become is shaped by where 
and how they have access to fresh, clean water.” (Just 
Water, Christina Peppard, 2014) 
•UN Estimate: By 2025, 180M people will be living in 
regions with absolute water scarcity; 2/3 of the world will be 
under stress conditions 
•Water quality degradation and water scarcity will affect the 
poor foremost 

Not everyone can afford to 
buy their water –   who will be 
banished to the dessert? 
 



Need to Protect  
What Little We Have 

• Less than 2.5% of water on Earth is fresh water 
• Only 1% is available for human use 
• Of that, 30% is groundwater; only 0.3% is surface 

water 
• Drinking water for Prince George’s County water 

comes local rivers: Potomac and Patuxent Rivers* 

*Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perhaps you’ve heard the saying: "Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink" �- Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner, by Coleridge.



What is a Watershed? 

We are persuaded that the best way 
to orient the church’s ecological 
work and witness is through 
bioregional literacy, planning and 
action, which focus on the actual 
watersheds that we inhabit. 
~ Ched Myers, Theologian 
http://watersheddiscipleship.org/ 
 
3 Elements: 
1) Ecological Readings of Scripture  
2) “Re-placed” Theology, Spirituality 
and Practices 
3) Watershed Ecclesiology 
  

We live in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a Watershed?    Image of a Bath Tub.   Focus on Watershed Community.A watershed is the area of land where all of the water that is under it or drains off of it goes into the same place. John Wesley Powell, scientist geographer, put it best when he said that a watershed is:"that area of land, a bounded hydrologic system, within which all living things are inextricably linked by their common water course and where, as humans settled, simple logic demanded that they become part of a community.“Just like a bathtub – any water that hits anywhere in the bathtub will roll down toward one drain. If water hits outside the bathtub, it doesn’t head to the drain. Our Chesapeake Bay Watershed is just like that. Anywhere within the watershed boundaries, rain water will follow the contours of the land and head toward rivers and streams if it does not percolate back into the ground. Those rivers and streams converge in one drain – the Chesapeake BayOur churches are well-situated to become centers for learning and loving local places as well as defending and restoring them.  But we must ourselves “re-inhabit” these places as church, letting the landscapes around us shape our symbolic life and imagination as well as our material habits.    We think such a working alliance can focalize and amplify these perspectives, and help build capacity for a Christian discipleship defined by commitment to healing our world by restoring the health of our respective watersheds.  If our churches can “do their work” around these issues, we can not only recover the soul of our tradition, but will also make an enormous contribution to the wider historic struggle to reverse our ecological catastrophe.

http://watersheddiscipleship.org/�


   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Chesapeake Bay Watershed is that vast area (64,000 sq. miles) within which all surface water drainage—ditches, creeks, streams, rivers, tributaries of all sorts—ultimately empty into the Chesapeake Bay. The watershed extends from Western New York State, though Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Columbia, parts Delaware, West Virginia and central and northern Virginia. What watershed are you in?  �Four main tributaries, Western Branch, Little Patuxent River, Davidsonville Branch, and Mattaponi Creek, are the primary feeders into the Patuxent River. The River virtually bisects the western shore of the State of Maryland north to south and is tidal and estuarial in the southern reaches. The River is home for more than 100 species of fish, including bass, catfish, chain pickerel, and bluefish. The Patuxent sustains nesting and over wintering bald eagles and a large extended habitat for indigenous wildlife. Among overall Bay tributaries, the Patuxent ranks seventh in fresh water flow into the Chesapeake Bay.Today the Patuxent is a study in contrasts with regions of pristine beauty, rich in history, wildlife and unforgettable scenic vistas to other areas with poisoned beaches, ravaged fisheries, dead zones and hopelessly blocked and snagged upper tributaries. The water quality of this river in recent years rarely achieves much above a "D-" rating score.



God Makes the Rain 
…But we make the runoff 

 

Rain falls here and 
combines with 

pollutants 

Heads to the drains 
and brings with it all 

pollutants in its path – 
it is now  

polluted runoff Polluted runoff empties 
into our streams and 

rivers which lead to the 
Bay 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stormwater fees are levied on properties including those of the faith community.  Congregations are non-profits with limited budgets, so representatives from the Community Empowerment Group, a faith-based community organization appealed to the County for a way to reduce their fees.  But for faith groups this is not about avoiding a so-called "rain tax" Rather, we are change the narrative to (SLIDE) God makes the rain, but we make runoff.  Role of non-profits in the community sector:  members include business owners, consumers, property owners.  We all bear responsibility.   



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a typical 2-3 inch storm, which will happen 6-10 times per yearThe sheer velocity of the water alone is damaging – and it’s because hundreds of acreage of impervious surfaces have sent all their rainwater to the same locationCauses severe erosionThe water temperature is warmer and is detrimental to speciesThe pollution is of course a problem



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this is what is left in its wake…trash…and in the DC area: raw sewage



Sources of  
Surface Water Degradation 

• Trash 
• Raw Sewage 
• Industrial and 

Legacy Toxics 
• Polluted Runoff* 

Photo courtesy of 
Chesapeake Bay Program 

*Polluted Runoff is the only source of 
pollution that is still increasing in the 
Bay 

 



Where do I begin? 
• Complex problems do not have one-size-

fits-all solutions 
• You must begin with what you have 

influence over 
– Your community 
– Your actions 
– Your elected officieals 

• You can change hearts and minds 
• Root yourself in hope! 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the problems can seem overwhelming, start with what you understand and can changeOur faith tells us that there is hope – that we can make an impactArchbishop Oscar Romero said “We cannot do everything, but we can do something. And we can do it very well.” And he goes on to say, “We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.”    INSERT – Rabbi’s quote about the difference we can make.We have faith that we are part of a solution for healing and that we must do our part as God has intended.We live in a finite area – start with what we know and what we can change.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rev. Diane Johnson, pastor of Jerusalem AME church, and chair of Collective Empowerment Group said:   “I know that we’re all going to have to do our part if we’re going to overcome the damages being caused by poor stewardship of the resources of this Earth. The question is how to do it.”I think it will help my congregation because they’ll see what we did at the church and they can go do it at their homes.”



Forestville New Redeemer 
Baptist Church 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oct. 22 for the launch of a new stormwater program for houses of worship in Prince Georges County. Congregations in Prince Georges County can now participate in an Alternative Compliance Program to pay the stormwater fee and in so doing reduce or eliminate their fees.  The launch at Forestville New Redeemer Baptist church pastored by Rev. Nathaniel Thomas, showcased plans for installing a raingarden,  rain barrels, pervious parking lot, and tree planting, with all costs covered by the fees collected by the county from other sources.  “This is God’s property,” said the Rev. Nathaniel B. Thomas, the pastor at New Redeemer, “and we must do what we can to not only be a good church, but a good neighbor and good steward.”



What can your congregation do?  

• In-the-ground projects on their property 
– Tree-plantings 
– Rain gardens 
– Rain barrels 
– Downspout disconnection 
– Community gardens 
– Parking lot changes to control  
    runoff 

• Letter-writing on public issues 
• Teach Congregants what they can do at home 
• Invite IPC or other speakers to help raise awareness 

 

Photo Credit: Chesapeake 
Bay Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anacostia Riverkeeper and National Wildlife Federation will provide more detail about this



What is the Trees for Sacred 
Places Project? 

• A partnership 
• Contributes the Maryland state goal of reforestation 
• Offers:   - a Spiritual and Environmental Workshop 
         - Planting plan using all native trees 
         -  Crew leader, training and tools for planting day 

All FREE! 
• Can be a component of your Alternative Compliance and 

Sacred Grounds project. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A unique collaboration btwn a faith based organization and an environmental organization working together in the shared context of improving the ecology of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.   



Why Plant Trees? 

•  Watershed stewardship 
 
•  Restore habitat for wildlife 
 

•  Filter  pollution, prevent 
runoff, improve water quality 
 
•  Prevent soil erosion 
 
•  Reduce carbon footprint 

Benefits for whole ecosystem/ harmony in Creation 
Contributes to: health & healing the web of life 

“the leaves of the tree for the healing of the nations”   Rev. 22:2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples:   from American Forests, Tree Facts  http://www.americanforests.org/discover-forests/tree-facts/+Planting trees is an expression of our faith / spiritual traditions which call for our stewardship of the earth.  +Reforestation provides homes and food for native plants, animals, and birds to flourish.  E.g.  A native oak tree provides food for 534 species of beneficial insects and small mammals. +In one day, one large tree can lift up to 100 gallons of water out of the ground and discharge it into the air.  For every five percent of tree cover added to a community, stormwater runoff is reduced by approximately two percent, increasing the cleanliness of water for all human and other-than human inhabitants.+Tree roots hold soil in place, and tree branches help lessen the impact of rain on the soil. Fallen leaves improve soil quality. Forests act as reservoirs, providing natural flood control.+A tree can absorb as much as 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year, and can sequester one ton of carbon dioxide by the time it reaches 40 years old. Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce air conditioning needs by 30 percent and save 20-50 percent in energy used for heating.The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to ten room-size air conditioners operating 20 hours a day. 



Trees for Sacred Places: 
Impact Over Time 

2013 

2014 

2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 30 congregations have planted over 2000 trees!



Looking for more Ideas? 
Start at: www.interfaithchesapeake.org 

Click at top: Menu for Action 

Help us build the library! This is a living Database. 



Be a Public Advocate 

• Write 
– Your legislator 
– Op-Eds and LTE’s 

• Organize discussions at your congregation 
• Who will be the voice to ensure Clean 

Water for All? 
 



Programs to 
engage your 
congregation 

Resources 

Events 
and news 



God – the world is a 
mess. Why don’t you 
do something?!? 
 

I did.  
I created you. 

 

Matthew West 
“Into the Light” 



Imagine the Potential… 
   

•   Prince George’s County, MD : 750 Congregations 
only about 10% of these are enrolled in the  

Alternative Compliance Program  
  

    
Let’s Start the Ripple Effect! 
 
 
 
*Data from the Association of Religion Data Archives 
http://www.thearda.com/rcms2010/ 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Reiterate: individual parcels of privately owned institutional land can add up to making a huge difference in watershed restoration,  consider these possible ripple effects of engaging and collaborating with the faith community.   
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