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Clean Water Act Fee 
Required by a Federal government mandate, the 
Watershed Protection and Restoration Program 

instructs Maryland’s nine largest counties 
and the City of Baltimore to establish a funding 

plan to pay for stormwater improvements. 
 

 
 



Funding 

Funds will be used solely 
to treat impervious surfaces, 

addressing stormwater runoff pollution 
from impervious areas such as 
rooftops, sidewalks, driveways, 

roadways, and parking lots. 



Funding 

• Capital Improvement Projects 
• Operation and Maintenance  
• Public Education and Outreach 
• Stormwater Management Planning 
• Plan and Permit Review 
• Grants 
• Program Administration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-- Capital Improvement Projects
-- Operation and Maintenance (stormwater systems and facilities)
-- Public Education and Outreach
-- Stormwater Management Planning
-- Plan and Permit Review (stormwater review and permit application review for new developments)
-- Grants (to non-profits and faith-based organizations) for watershed restoration and rehabilitation projects 
-- Program Administration (costs incurred to administer the Watershed Protection and Restoration Program)




Alternative Compliance 

• Reduce all or a portion of the impact fees in 
exchange for implementing on-site and off-
site systems, facilities, services, or activities 
that reduce the quantity or improve the 
quality of storm water discharged from their 
property 



Alternative Compliance 
• Is an CWA fee assessed to properties? 
• Is the fee correct?  
• Admin Fee 20.58 per Tax account + Impact Fee 20.90 per 

ESU   ~ 1 ESU = 2,065 sf of impervious area 
• Only Centers of Worship and 501(c) nonprofit 

organizations can reduce their fees through an 
“Alternative Compliance Program”  

• Fee reduction applies only to Impervious Area portion of 
CWAF (the administrative fees still apply = $20.58 per tax 
account per year)  

• Application to Prince George’s County DoE is required 
 



Alternative Compliance 
 Option 1: Provide Easement – (50% fee reduction) 
Property owner agrees to provide to the County a Temporary Right-of-Entry Agreement and 
Temporary Construction Easement for the County to install stormwater best management 
practices (BMPs) on the property owned by the organization.  
AND  
To continue receiving the 50% impervious area fee reduction credit, property owner is required 
to sign a Maintenance Agreement and continuously maintain the installed BMPs which are 
subjected to a tri-annual inspection by the Department of the Environment. 

 



Alternative Compliance 
Option 2: Outreach and Education – (25% fee reduction)  
Property owner agrees to take part in the County’s education and outreach campaign to 
encourage other property owners as well as members of their organization to participate in the 
County’s Rain Check Rebate Program to contribute toward the restoration and protection of the 
County watersheds.   
 
AND/OR 
Property owner agrees to host County’s representative to organize and/or conduct annually one 
(1) of the following activities. 
On-site trash Pick-up event  
On-site recycling and better waste management 
Host a Rain Check Rebate Program  
Plant at least five (5) trees on site (trees provided through the county “Rain Check Program”)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: The organization agrees to conduct the selected activity on an annual basis in order to continue reduction the fee reduction credit




Our core environmental mission: to make 
Prince George’s cleaner, greener, 
healthier and more beautiful.   
 

Storm Drain 
Stenciling, 
 Volunteer  
Clean-up, 

Trash Game 
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Clean Water Stewardship  
Programs Outreach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Want to “Treevitalize” your yard or neighborhood? Come to a tree planting demonstration and learn how planting trees is more affordable than ever.



“Our Water.  Our Future.  Ours to Protect” 

Rain Check Rebate Program  
Gives property owners 

rebates for installing  

stormwater 

management  
    practices 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Rain Check Rebate Program allows property owners to receive rebates for installing Rain Check approved stormwater management practices.

Prince George’s County residents, businesses, civic groups, not for profit and non-profits can apply for cash rebates for adopting stormwater management practices that help improve the quality of the County’s waterways. Local goverments are not elegible but non profits can apply to do projects on public land.


 



Urban 
Tree 

Canopy 
Rain Barrel Cistern Rain 

Garden 
Permeable 
Pavement 

Green 
Roof 

Pavement 
Removal 

Rain Check Rebate Program  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benefits: Reduces transport of pollutants from impervious surfaces to waterways and reduces surges of stormwater to local streams, minimizing flash flooding, improving fish habitat and reducing water pollution. 
Creates wildlife habitat, attracting pollinators, such as birds and bees. 
Attracts higher rents and maintain tenant retention at commercial properties with green roofs. 
People more likely to shop at stores with trees.
Cleans the air by filtering airborne particles such as smog and carbon dioxide. 
Can double the roof life and provide an extra layer of insulation to reduce heating and cooling costs. 
Grass pavers can improve site appearance and cooling by providing vegetation instead of pavement. 




Applicant Eligibility  
Eligible Applicants include: 
 Homeowners 
 Members of a housing cooperative  
 Commercial businesses 
 Multi-family dwellings 
 Nonprofit organizations  
 Not-for-profit organizations 
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Presenter
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All properties in the County are eligible except:
Properties in Bowie are not eligible for rebates because the City has its own NPDES permit and does not pay into the County’s Clean Water Fee.
Properties in Cheverly and University Park are not eligible for the Tree rebate because they have their own tree rebate program. They are eligible for the other 6 practices.





Project Eligibility  
 Project must be located within Prince George’s County 
 Project must be completed within 12 months of 

application approval  
 It can not be part of the permit approval requirements 

for new building construction or renovations. 
 Pre-approval is required for all practices (except rain 

barrels) and installation must be consistent with DER 
guidelines  

 The project follows the                                                                           
program guidelines and                                                          
criteria 

 Residential Rain Garden 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order for a project to be eligible 
It must be one of the seven practices
It can not be part of the permit approval requirements for new building construction or renovations,
Pre-approval is required for all practices (except rain barrels) and installation must be consistent with DER guidelines 



Tree Releaf Rebate Program 

 
 

 
 

 

The ReLeaf program provides funding for 
communities to plant trees to                
restore our urban tree canopy.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ReLeaf Grant Program which provides landscape funding to community organizations and municipalities for planting projects in public spaces. 
The Program provides funds to communities to plant native trees and shrubs in public or private common areas to enhance the natural environment of Prince George's County. 
 Muncipalities are eligible for up to $10,000 per year and civic groups up to $5,000 per year.
Funds can be use to buy native trees and materials such as soil amendment, mulch and stakes necessary for the planting. Shovels, hoses will be considered on a case by case basis






Alternative Compliance 
 Option 3: Green Care and Good Housekeeping - (25% fee reduction)  
Property owner agrees to use lawn management companies* that are certified in the 
proper use and application of fertilizers in connection with their landscaping and lawns. 
* Companies must be listed in the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s searchable 
pesticide database under the appropriate license category 
(http://www.kellysolutions.com/md/pesticideindex.htm)  
AND/OR  
Property owner agrees to good house-keeping practices for ensuring clean lots and pledges 
at least three (3) of the following activities  
Reduce or eliminate fertilizer and pesticide use and application. 
Conserve water and use water-saving landscape practices.  
Establish and maintain healthy vegetative cover on the grounds of their property. 
Keep their site clean by regularly sweeping up trash and debris.  
Responsibly manage common chemicals used and stored on their property, and to properly 
dispose of hazardous products or materials. 
Practice proper pollution prevention measures.  
Other: (________________________________________________________ ) 

 



Alternative Compliance 

Click on the 
Environment 
Service Option 



Alternative Compliance 

Click on the 
Clean Water 
Act Fee Service 
Option 



Alternative Compliance 

Create an 
account and fill 
in your service 
request  



Alternative Compliance 
Step 1: Download application form from DER 
website 
Step 2: Fill out form, selecting one or more 
compliance options (options may be 
combined to get up to 100% reduction in 
impervious area fee) 
Step 3: Submit completed application 
through CountyClick 311 website (attach to 
service request) 

 



Alternative Compliance 
. 

Step 4 
 
DoE review and processing of applications may take up to 60 days 
 
DoE and Applicant agree on the Level of Compliance to be provided 
 
DoE  Credits and adjusts the Clean Water Act Fees  
 
DoE  completes the project in the agreed upon established time frame. Not 
implementing the projects will result in the re-instatement of the fees 
 
Implementation of practices are subject to DoE inspections to ensure they are built to 
standards 
 
Application deadline is March 31 to be eligible for fee reduction for the coming  taxable 
year (July – June) 
 



Resources 
County Website 

http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/stormwaterManagement/Pages/default.aspx 

-- Fact Sheets 
-- Frequently Asked Questions 
-- Appeals 
-- Applications 
-- Credits 
-- Rebates 

County Click 311 Referral 
Alternative Compliance Online Application 

http://timstest.tetratech-
ffx.com/pgCountyCompliance/AlternativeCompliance/AltCompApplication/Create 
 

http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/stormwaterManagement/Pages/default.aspx�
http://timstest.tetratech-ffx.com/pgCountyCompliance/AlternativeCompliance/AltCompApplication/Create�
http://timstest.tetratech-ffx.com/pgCountyCompliance/AlternativeCompliance/AltCompApplication/Create�


Resources 
  

EL HADJI D. FALL, P.E., CFM 
ALTERNATIVE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 
DIRECT: (301) 772-8996| EFALL@CO.PG.MD.US 

 
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVT| DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT| 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION  
1801 MCCORMICK DRIVE  | LARGO MD 20774 
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