
Collective Impact
We grew our congregational footprint by 35%, from 130 
congregations in 2015 to 176 congregations in 2016. 
We worked alongside Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist, and Sikh communities. We worked in rural 
and urban settings, from Salisbury on the Eastern 
Shore, to McElderry Park on Baltimore’s east side. 
Congregations planted trees in Bethesda, installed rain 
gardens in Glen Burnie, and learned about stormwater 
in Frederick. Results are multiplied when communities 
encourage others in their neighborhoods and faith 
traditions. Together, as one collective effort across 
denominational lines and secular missions, the faith 
community is making a difference.

You Can Be a Force Multiplier
You can help strengthen the impact potential 
of the faith community. We want to reach more 
congregations, organize more gatherings, educate 
more stewards, advocate more assertively. Please 
make a donation today so that together we can shift 
the needle for healthy water, healthy people, healthy 
communities. 

• Checks can be made out to Interfaith 
Partners for the Chesapeake

• Contribute at www.interfaithchesapeake.org/donate

Forming Faithful Stewards, Caring for Sacred Waters

52% Foundations/Grants

40% Earned Income

6%  Major Donors

2% Individuals 
(This is where you can help!)
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Mission Statement
Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 

will educate, support and inspire 

people and communities of faith to

advocate for the waters of the 

Chesapeake through policies

and practices that promote a healthier 

environment and healthier people.

IPC Financial Support

Total 
income
in 2015

$216,683



Mobilizing Congregations
There are over 5,000 places of worship 
in Maryland, and more than 20,000 
throughout the entire Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. That represents millions of 
people who look to their congregation, 
pastor, rabbi, imam, or spiritual leader 
for moral guidance on issues relating to 
clean water. Each “in the ground” project 
we help implement demonstrates how 
each congregation – and each person 
– can restore water quality in the 
Chesapeake Bay, its tributaries, and the 
heal the communities that share this 
watershed. Broadening public concern 
about environmental crises addresses 
lack of awareness and apathy.

IPC helps people of faith to understand in their hearts 
as well as with their heads that caring for Creation is 
a moral obligation. No other faith-based organization 
is positioned to teach faith communities in the 
Chesapeake region about our moral responsibility to 
care for shared waters quite like Interfaith Partners for 
the Chesapeake.

• 1,700+ people received 
our twice-monthly 
email newsletters and 
over 300 people follow 
us on social media
• Delivered 40 workshops 
on watershed stewardship 
and facilitated 19 visioning 
sessions with congregations 
seeking to discern their 
role in stewardship
• Launched a Vacation 
Bible School pilot whereby 
we trained 3 under-served 
congregations on how to 
deliver a water-focused 
Vacation Bible School 
program to the youth 
of their community 
• Educated our followers 
on Chesapeake Bay 

issues such as the bag ban pesticide ban, and 
environmental justice “REDUCE” act so that they 
were prepared to bring their voice to bare

• Arranged three showings of the movie “Bag It,” 
supported 6 congregations that collected signatures 
from their community in support of the Maryland 
Bag Ban, organized an informational conference 
call in which 40 attendees called in to hear 
Senator Ramirez speak about the legislation

• Presented workshops at the 2016 Chesapeake 
Watershed Forum, National Fish and Wildlife Project 
Spotlight, National Wildlife Federation’s Sacred 
Grounds program, and the Maryland Department 
of Environment’s Maryland Water Monitoring 
Council Annual Conference in December 2016

• Produced two videos highlighting work in 
Anne Arundel County and Baltimore, which 
can be viewed on our YouTube channel

• Participated in the Choose Clean 
Water Coalition, Trash Free 
Maryland coalition, Clean Water 
Healthy Families, Environmental 
Justice Legislative Workgroup, 
Baltimore City Stormwater 
Advisory Committee, Urban 
Waters Partnership, and 
Howard County Watershed 
Improvement Network.
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Our Values

The Earth is God’s
We believe that the Earth is a gift to 
be cherished. Its rich resources are on 
loan to each of us, individually and 
collectively. The Earth and the whole 
universe are sacred blessings, signs, or 
manifestations of a generous, loving, and 
creative Holy One.

Human beings are charged with  
the task of caring for the Earth
As human beings, we have a unique place 
in the great chain of being that God has 
created. We have the ability to discern 
good and evil; we are intrinsically moral 
beings. We are called to love and protect 
all of God’s Creation.

Living in ways which sustain life  
is essential to honoring God 
Life is lived out in community: what 
one person does affects others. We share 
responsibility for the Earth in a manner 
that sustains its goodness for all. Human 
beings are tempted to exploit the Earth for 
their own gain. We believe we are called to 
speak out against this exploitation. 

We will only bring about healing  
if we work together
Restoring the Earth reflects love for all 
beings. This leads us to a commitment 
to diversity in every respect. Interfaith 
Partners for the Chesapeake embraces 
people of all faiths and all walks of life, 
inviting them to join in the movement  
to care for the Earth.

Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake helps people of faith to understand in their hearts 
as well as with their heads that caring for Creation is a moral responsibility.

Elevating the Moral  Voice


