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Cl imate for  Health & 
ecoAmerica 

Climate for Health is a national initiative to build 
climate leadership and action in the health 
sector, advancing solutions that protect personal 
and community health 

ecoAmerica builds institutional leadership, 
public support, and political resolve for climate 
solutions in the United States 



Good Trouble 
 

Holy Chutzpah 

The time is always right  
to do what is right 



1964 Civil  
Rights Act 

1968 Sanitation 
Strike w/Dr. King 

1982 Warren  
County Protest 

1971 CEQ report 
acknowledges 
disproportionate 
impacts of 
pollution 

1983 GAO  
Report 

1987 Toxic  
Waste & Race 

1990  
Dumping 
in Dixie 

1991 First Nat’l  
People of Color  
Summit 

1991  
EPA Office of  
Environmental  
Equity 

1993 First state 
environmental 
equity legislation 

Sources: 
“Environmental Justice Timeline” A project of the ACRE-Duke Partnership  
to Improve Sanitation Access in Lowndes County, Alabama   
“Environmental Justice Timeline” U.S. EPA 
 
 



Executive Order 12898, 1994 



https://medium.com/the-idiots-guide-to-life/justice-is-not-equality-and-equity-29495532d2ba 



https://www.healthypeople.gov/ 



Environmental Burden of Disease 
~ 25% of global disease burden is attributable to environmental risks 

 



Health Disparities 

https://www.jacionline.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0091-6749%2820%2930632-1 



https://www.breakthecycleprogram.org/ 
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The American Public Health Association Center 
for Climate, Health, and Equity:
http://bit.ly/APHAC2HE

Public Health Institute’s Climate Change, Health, 
and Equity: Opportunities for Action:
http://bit.ly/PHIC2HE

U.S. Global Change Research Program Climate 
and Health Assessment Chapter on Populations 
of Concern:
http://bit.ly/USGCRPCHA9

Climate for Health and the American Academy 
of Pediatrics video, “Our Children, Our Future”:
http://bit.ly/CfHAAPVideo

SELECTED RESOURCES: VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

For one-click access, this guide is available at ClimateforHealth.org.

Populations Vulnerable to Climate Change
Source: U.S. Global Change Research Program 2018 Fourth National Climate Assessment8, Figure 14.2

Populations Vulnerable to Climate Change 



Source: Lancet Countdown, 2019: 2019 Lancet 
Countdown on Health and Climate Change Policy Brief 
for the United States of America. Salas RN, 
Knappenberger P, Hess JJ. Lancet Countdown U.S. 
Policy Brief, London, United Kingdom, 11 pp.  

Unequal Health 
Vulnerability in a 

Heatwave 





Advancing Justice 

•  Climate justice is racial justice 
•  Wherever in the spectrum, it is vital to center equity in 

advocacy and solutions 
•  “The only way to undo racism is to consistently identify 

and describe it — and then dismantle it.” – Ibram X. 
Kendi 

Photo: Climate Justice poster, tall format, by Bec Young 
with www.justseeds.org #PeoplesClimate March 
 



  Intergenerational Justice 
Impacts on Children's Health & Equity in the U.S.

CHILDREN'S
ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH
NETWORK

Climate change worsens extreme weather events such as heat
waves, hurricanes and flooding. It also causes more wildfires that
are also larger and stronger. 

Children are more likely to be injured or killed in extreme  weather
events due to their size, mobility, and dependence on caretakers,
as well as other unique physiological and behavioral traits. 

Young athletes are especially vulnerable to heat illness which can
become life-threatening.

Physical injury & death

Thousands of U.S. children have been displaced as a result of
hurricanes, flooding, and wildfires over the past decade. As a
result of Hurricane Katrina (2005), approximately 372,000
children, most of whom were Black and poor, were forced to
relocate. Many have not been able to return to this day. 

Displacement

Extreme weather events or climate disasters can result in the loss
of loved ones, homes, friends, community, routines, and sense of
stability. This increases children's risk for mental health issues
such as depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder.
Mental health implications are especially concerning for those
children who are already at higher risk, such as those living in
under-resourced areas.

Mental health

Warming temperatures create more smog and lead to longer
and more intense pollen seasons—both of which worsens
asthma symptoms. 

Stronger and more frequent wildfires expose children to high
levels of tiny particles in the air that can lodge deep in their
lungs and cause or worsen respiratory illness. Black children are
ten times more likely to die from asthma than non-Hispanic
white children.

Respiratory illness exacerbation

Increasing temperatures and climate disasters cause more food
and water-borne illnesses (such as E.coli and Salmonella), due
to flooding, structural damage, and power loss. Altered patterns
of rainfall can increase the populations of mosquitoes, ticks and
other insects that carry diseases such as Lyme disease, Dengue
Fever, West Nile Fever, and Zika.

Infectious disease

Climate disasters destroy or threaten access to important 
 community resources like government assistance agencies or
community centers, especially in low-wealth areas. 

Children remaining in or returning to the community may face
interrupted, altered, or canceled classes, doctors visits, or other
important services. Children with medical conditions may lose
access to medication, treatment, and care.

Interrupted or unavailable services,
treatment & education

Disasters increase food insecurity for many children, as
communities may be cut off from food deliveries, parents may
face unpaid time off, and school closures disrupt free or reduced-
price meal programs. 

Also, power outages lead to food spoilage and may leave stores
unable to process Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
debit-like cards.

Food insecurity







Climate Solutions 


