
TREE PLANTING
CEREMONY 

ACTION KIT

C A R I N G



Hosting a tree planting is an excellent activity for congregations both big and small. Not
only do trees absorb rain water and provide shade and fresh air, a tree planting
ceremony can symbolize your congregation's commitment to creation care and to your
community. 

The best time to hold a tree planting is in the late winter, early spring, or in the fall.
Summer and early winter are poor choices and should be avoided.

This kit includes a step by step guide for hosting a tree planting, including everything
from sourcing your tree/s to promoting your event. Additionally, this kit includes a
number of liturgical resources that can be read during the tree planting ceremony. 

Trees play an integral role in keeping the watershed healthy and clean. Trees reduce
stormwater runoff by breaking rainfall, allowing the water to flow down the trunk and
into the earth below the tree. This prevents stormwater from carrying pollutants into
the watershed. When mulched, trees act like a sponge that filters this water naturally
and uses it to recharge groundwater supplies. 

Tree plantings provide an opportunity for community involvement and empowerment
that improves the quality of life in our neighborhoods. All cultures, ages, and genders
have an important role to play at a tree planting or tree care event.

HOW TO USE THIS KIT

DID YOU KNOW?

“In some Native languages
the term for plants

translates to 'those who
take care of us.'"
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Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass



1. Get permission to host an event. Plan early and get the permission you need
from your leadership to organize this event at your congregation, if required.

HOSTING A TREE PLANTING CEREMONY
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE...

2. Determine where you will be getting your tree/s from. Look into local
programs that may be providing trees for free or at a discounted price. Reach out
to IPC staff if you need help with this. 

3. Determine where you will be planting your tree/s. Make sure you have
permission to plant trees in the spots you have chosen and that they have
appropriate soil and sunlight for your trees.

4. Identify how you will water the tree once it is planted. Do you have access to
a water source that reaches the tree site? If not, you will need to establish a plan
for watering your tree.

5. Establish a date for your event and set up an RSVP form. It is a good idea to
also pick a rain date in the event of inclement weather. We encourage you to collect
contact information from attendees so that you can engage them in more events in
the future. 

6. Reach out to speakers and other important guests. If you would like to invite
specific people to speak, perform music, or simply participate in your event, make
sure you get it on their calendar well before your event. 

4-6 WEEKS PRIOR TO EVENT... 

7. Publicize your event. Get the word out! Determine what platforms are available
to you for promoting your event and how you’ll be able to promote your event on
these platforms (Can you post to them directly? Do you need to ask permission? Is
there a deadline to submit announcements?)

2-3 WEEKS PRIOR TO EVENT... 
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WEEK OF EVENT...

8. Send out final reminder emails to people that signed up for your event. 

9. Make sure you have all of the materials that you need. These could include
shovels, gloves, flyers/handouts, chairs, microphones and other tech. 

AFTER THE EVENT...

10. Establish a watering schedule. You will need to maintain a watering schedule
for the first two years. This can be a great opportunity to keep congregants
engaged and to plan additional programming surrounding your tree. If you need
support establishing a watering schedule for your tree, please contact IPC. 



TREE PLANTING LITURGICAL RESOURCES

Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. -- Genesis 2:9 
A tree of life to those who hold fast to it, and all who cling to it find happiness. Its
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. -- Proverbs 3:17-18
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. -- Revelation 22:1-2

PRAYER FOR THE TREE OF LIFE

Creator of the Universe, you call us to be keepers and tenders of this Garden of the
Earth, our common home. Among the trees in this Garden is the Tree of Life, with all its
wondrous beauty, biodiversity, and intricate interdependence. 
Creator of all life, 

Inspire us with faith to answer a sacred call to preserve and defend the intricate
web of life for all beings. Guide us with wisdom as we seek ways to love our
neighbor through our loving acts of restoration. 

For present and future generations, may we be known as healing humans who live in
balance and harmony with your whole Creation. Amen.

TREES: CREATION’S “CURE-ALL” 

The Bible: Beginning, Middle and End: Tree of Life Stories 
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MEDITATION:  BREATH OF LIFE FROM TREES - A GIFT FROM GOD 
[or insert the name you use for God throughout below]

Our breath, the breath of trees, and the breath of the Creator of the Universe are all
interconnected in a cycle of life. Read this meditation SLOWLY:

Let us start with our breath. In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ~ Genesis 1:1-2 
 
BREATHE (pause). God's first relationship with Creation was with water. BREATHE
(pause). And the wind or Spirit of God that hovered over the waters is known in
Hebrew as “Ruach” or breath of God. When we breathe we breathe in oxygen
produced by plants and trees. Trees are said to be the “lungs of the world.” 
 
BREATHE (pause). When we breathe out carbon dioxide, the trees and plants
breathe it in. We are in a cycle of the breath with trees ... and plants. God's breath
of life, Ruach, flows through every living thing. Every moment of every day we are
“breathed” as we breathe in life-giving oxygen. BREATHE (pause). Trees are the
lungs of the world. Thanks be to the Creator for the breath of life provided by trees.
Let us take a moment in silent thanksgiving as we breathe in and out with gratitude
what God has provided from trees.
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A LITANY OF HEALING FROM TREES

Leader: Let us give thanks and praise for all the gifts that trees give, healing God’s
Creation: 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees host insects and food for birds, thereby restoring habitat for wildlife. 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees absorb water, thereby reducing runoff and filtering out pollution. 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees transform sun energy into food, thereby cooling the land and our homes. 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees provide nourishment for the earth, thereby enriching the soil. 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees breathe in carbon dioxide, thereby reducing global warming. 
ALL: When we plant trees for the healing of our world: 

Leader: Trees help reduce flooding, thereby helping us care for our neighbors
downstream. In planting trees we are fulfilling the watershed Golden Rule offered by
Wendell Berry: 
Do unto those downstream as you would have those upstream. 
Let’s say that together! (Repeat the boldface)
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A LITANY OF HEALING FROM TREES

Look at your hands: We are the hands and feet of God/ Christ. Today we are planting
trees. We plant today as act of prayer. God bless these hands and bless the planting of
these trees as our act of Prayer, an act of Hope. 

Of hope for: a healed earth, restored relationship with Creation, cleaner water, cleaner
air to breathe, flourishing ecosystem, home and habitat for birds and insects, shade
from the sun, holding the soil from erosion, a place to play, a place to pray and
meditate on the first Word of God: Creation. 

What other hopes do we plant with these trees? (invite responses)

God bless the work of these hands as we engage in the restoration of God’s gift: a good
and blessed Creation. Help us fulfill our calling to be good stewards of your Creation.
God bless this planting to fulfill our hopes and your hopes for healing the earth. 

“LIKE AT TREE STANDING BY THE WATER (PSALM 1)” BODY PRAYER: 

(As you are able) let’s stand up and get some oxygen into our brains while we move our
bodies to refresh and rejuvenate ourselves. 

STAND with your feet firmly planted like the roots of a tree going deep into the earth.
Breathe in the breath of life, the Ruach, the Spirit of God. 

Breathe in and stretch down, breathing out, reaching to your roots. Imagine you are
drawing from the nourishment of the earth to feed you. Then slowly breathe in as you
come back up. 

Reach your arms like branches up to the sky, the heavens, praising our Creator and
basking in the energy of the sun. Now bend the trunk of your tree side to side as if
blowing in the wind, moved by the breath of God. Now shake your branches and take a
deep breath, coming back to your heart center fully present and renewed by the breath
of life.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR PLANTING

Look at your hands: 

We are the hands and feet of God/Creator/Christ/Spirit. We plant today as act of prayer.
God bless these hands and bless the planting of these trees as our act of Prayer, an act
of Hope. 

Of hope for: a healed earth, restored relationship with Creation, cleaner water, cleaner
air to breathe, flourishing ecosystem, home and habitat for birds and insects, (if trees:
shade from the sun), holding the soil from erosion, a place to play, a place to pray and
meditate on the first Word of God: Creation. 

What other hopes do we plant with these trees? (invite responses)
God/Creator/Christ/Spirit bless the work of these hands as we engage in the restoration
of God’s gift: a good and blessed Creation. Help us fulfill our calling to be good
stewards of your Creation. God bless this planting to fulfill our hopes and your hopes
for healing the earth. Amen. 

Let’s PLANT!

COMMISSIONING PRAYER FOR TREES

With these trees we have planted faith in God’s redemption of the world. 
With these trees we have planted faith. 
With these trees we have planted joy in God’s love expressed throughout Creation. 
With these trees we have planted joy. 
With these trees we have planted beauty for future generations to enjoy. 
With these trees we have planted beauty. 
With these trees we have planted healing of the air, water, and earth. 
With these trees we have planted healing. 
With these trees we have planted hope for God’s Creation. 
With these trees we have planted hope. Amen
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