Scripture Themes on
Care for Creation

1. God created the universe
"You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all
that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of
heaven worship you." (Nehemiah 9:6)
"How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number-living
things both large and small. (Psalm 104:24-25)
"The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it
upon the seas and established it upon the rivers." (Psalm 24:1-2)
Christ "is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him." (Colossians 1:15-16)
2. Humans are called to care for Creation
"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to keep and take care of it."
(Genesis 2:15)
"The land itself must observe a sabbath to the Lord. For six years sow your fields, and for six
years prune your vineyards and garner their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to have a
sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the Lord.... The land is to have a year of rest." (Leviticus 25:2-5;
cf. Exodus 23:10-11)
"If you follow my statutes and keep my commandments and observe them faithfully, I will give
you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field
shall yield their fruit." (Leviticus 26:3-4)
"You shall not pollute the land in which you live.... You shall not defile the land in which you
live, in which I also dwell..." (Numbers 35:33-34)
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3. When humans defile the land
"It will be made a wasteland, parched and desolate before me; the whole land will be laid waste
because there is no one who cares." (Jeremiah 12:11)
"Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your
pasture with your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the
rest with your feet?" (Ezekiel 34:17-18)
"There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land. There is only cursing,
lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows
bloodshed. Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the
field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying." (Hosea 4:1-3)
"We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time." (Romans 8:22)
3. God loves, values and sustains Creation
"God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good." (Genesis 1:31)
"He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. By the
word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth."
(Psalm 33:5-6)
"The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.... The LORD is faithful to all
his promises and loving toward all he has made." (Psalm 145:9, 13; cf. Psalm 145:17)
"In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind." (Job 12:10)
3. Creation knows the Creator
"Ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak
to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of these does not
know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the
breath of all mankind." (Job 12:7-10)
"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day
they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or
language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to
the ends of the world." (Psalm 19:1-4; cf. Psalm 97:6)
"Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they
are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made." (Romans 1:20)
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4. Creation praises the Creator
"Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad, let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the
fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; they
will sing before the Lord." (Psalm 96:11-13)
"Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the heights above. Praise him, all his angels,
praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies. Let them praise the name of
the Lord, for he commanded and they were created." (Psalm 148:1-6)
"Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and
hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding, you mountains and all hills, fruit trees
and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds." (Psalm 148:7-10)
"You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song
before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands." (Isaiah 55:12)
6. God will restore Creation
"When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and
return to the dust. When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the
earth." (Psalm 104:29-30)
"The Lord will surely comfort Zion and look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her
deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord." (Isaiah 51:3; cf. Isaiah 41:1820; Ezekiel 36:35)
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit
upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. (Isaiah 44:3)
"The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
glorious freedom of the children of God." (Romans 8:19-21)
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any
more. (Revelation 22:1-3)
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