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Meeting Minutes
ICC Board Meeting
Date: November 6™, 2017
CONTACT
Mehran Farazmand
Secretary and Board Member
Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC)

Email: info@iccongress.ca

In Attendance:

Mojtaba Adibrad Bijan Ahmadi Soudeh Ghasemi
Dorna Mojdami Pouyan Tabasinejad Mehran Farazmand
Tayaz Fakhri Hooman Shirazi Morvarid Zare Zade

Meeting Minutes

1. Meeting agenda
Voting Result: All in favour (with some minor changes in order).
2. Point of orders

Two of the board members (Soudeh Ghasemi, Pouyan Tabasinejad) talked about their complaints
regarding alleged violations of the Code of Conduct of the ICC by Hooman Shirazi. (The Code of
Conduct was adopted unanimously by the ICC Board in its first sessions of the 2017-2018 term
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and was based on an earlier version that the ICC board has prepared in early years of establishing

the organization.)

The first complaint brought by Soudeh Ghasemi was regarding comments from Hooman Shirazi
in a previous board meeting. Ms. Ghasemi said that the comments were extremely disrespectful
toward her and unacceptable of an ICC board member and believes that the behavior of Mr.
Shirazi is against the Code of Conduct of the ICC and the procedural rules the ICC has for

running its board meetings.

The second complaint was from Pouyan Tabasinejad. Mr. Tabasinejad mentioned that Hooman
Shirazi made accusations against him in a public Facebook post for Mr. Tabasinejad’s personal
trip to Iran to visit his family couple of months ago. Mr. Tabasinejad believes the baseless
accusations are against the interests of the organization and Mr. Shirazi’s behavior and actions in
spreading false information and accusing another board member is violation of the Code of
Conduct.

The complaints will be reviewed as per the adopted Code of Conduct and the results will be

available in future minutes.

The board emphasized on importance of abiding by the Code of Conduct to have a respectful,

ethical and productive work environment.
3. Policy Report
a. Presentation at Canadian Heritage Committee

ICC received an invitation to attend Parliament to present before Canadian Heritage committee.
Soudeh and Pouyan attended on behalf of the ICC. It was part of consultation about the Bill
M103. The presentation was mostly about the discrimination against Iranian-Canadians in
Canada. In the Q&A part most questions were again regarding discrimination against ethnic
communities in Canada but three of the Conservative MPs asked questions unrelated to the

subject of the meeting and about discrimination against minorities in Iran.
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The board thanked Soudeh and Pouyan for their presentation and suggested a Farsi report to be
prepared about the presentation. The board also provided constructive feedback about the content
of the presentation and the responses provided especially about the unrelated questions asked by
the Conservative MPs. In particular, Tayaz remarked that when faced with questions on Iran, we
need to point out to lack of relevance to the topic of the session; and even though issues related to
the human rights in Iran and other places in the World are of significance for all Iranians, we are
here to uphold the interests of Canadians from Iranian descent, therefore we will be pleased to

answer the questions only in this framework.

Some of the board members suggested that for future meetings we need to be more prepared to

address similar questions.
b. Senator Linda Frum’s Comments

Senator Linda Frum in her speech at the Senate of Canada referred to Iran and Iranians as a
“malign nation”. The ICC contacted Senator Frum and strongly objected to her comments. As
Senator Frum refused to apologize and accept her disrespect toward our community the ICC
launched a campaign asking the community to contact Senator Frum and other Senators
representing their jurisdiction urging Senator Frum to apologize and correct her comments. Over
2000 Iranian Canadians used the ICC tool to email and call their Senators and Linda Frum. 4
Iranian Canadian politicians responded to our requests and provided public statements and NDP
also reacted to ICC’s requests. The NDP Foreign Affairs Critic released a brief statement
condemning Senator Frum’s comments. The responses to the requests sent from the ICC to
politicians to react and provide public statements regarding Frum’s comments is available in the

appendix of this minute.
4. November 12" Event (about Iran — Canada Relations)

Bijan explained about the answers he received from the organizers about the details and the

format of the event. The board discussed pros and cons of attending the event. The response will
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be sent to the organizers in an official email from the ICC spokesperson. (The response is

attached to this minutes)

Bijan, Pouyan, Soudeh, Dorna, Mojtaba & Mehran voted against attending the event. Tayaz and
Morvarid voted in favour. Hooman recused himself of voting because of his conflict of interest

given that he is an organizer of the Nov 12" event as well.

Some of the board members in this meeting and previous meeting discussing Nov 12" event also
discussed Hooman Shirazi’s involvement as an organizer in in the Nov 12" event. Board
members mentioned that according to the Code of Conduct a board member of the ICC should
not put himself or herself in a conflict of interest position and should put the interests of the ICC
and his/her involvement as a board member in the ICC prior to other interests and other
involvements as per the code of conduct. These board members said that the minimum
expectation from Hooman Shirazi would be to inform and consult the board of directors about his
intention to be part of Nov 12" organizing committee before the board members would find out

from public statements and invitation to the organization.

5. Discussion Session (November 5™)

The board thanked Tayaz for organizing and moderating the first community roundtable of the
ICC and provided some feedback (about the technical issues, time management, media protocol,
etc.) for improvement in organizing of the next roundtables. PR will publish the video by the end
of the week. The ICC board decided to provide budget to purchase camera and some related
equipment for video recording of the ICC events including the next roundtables. The next session

will be held on December 10™.
6. Next meeting

Next board meeting will be scheduled later to be held in the ICC office.

Iranian Canadian Congress, 45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite# 900, Toronto ON, M2N 5W9, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian
Congress

JAULS i) ) o KIS o puda clad duada

2017 sl sl obe pih

tala glac)
(sansld 0 gus Al e 2l o n
e )2 e ) B O e A3 b (s

BB BE PP GOl d e ea a8 Ll

Auds &ga

Aol 4l 1

A i) ga (3] 50 i 50 (e aid dia Jlee ) L) |1 3l 4

@) Aall ol ) X5 2

53 G i (o Sl 43 1 358 ) sie) (235 e Gl s cranll 03 5m) 0 pte i slimel ) G 52

4 S5S 0550 5 e Ol 45l Cluda 50 A8 BNA) ) gdie) a0 S 2Dle) o KIS JBNA) ) gdie laa | Ll 5 2 hae

(Aﬁaﬁﬂgjo)mquM&L@LMJaﬁm\L;\@J\Mﬁ@f\:m‘Aﬁ:%};aﬁbiéuﬂ

g 0 Jsd JlE e 5 aile Jina e 1) Of o2 sm S 35 L dala )3 s D leal 43 o e (el 03 s () ic)
Gl s a5 GENA) [ pdie b alond 3 (530 b U 358 Cad Siea el wld a6 e il

il 6

S5 o Gy S 0 )l Gasp A4S (e 43 28 oo da gy pe 4S 35 3 35 (ke Jlasy 43 T e 05 Ol e
Sina 3 35 oans S8 20 03 S = yhae 253 00 o LA (ailSiuy BN (5 () 4o sy oadd s 40 4S agee
e Sl () s % 3t T Ll 3558 5 en it oo SIS (sl (35,0 U (el o el ol e

il GIIAT e 31 Gl o e cila S seme (S 4 oledl 5 il

Iranian Canadian Congress, 45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite# 900, Toronto ON, M2N 5W9, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian
Congress

JGal| Y MM\PUAS\MALg.\uQLABQJ}m)J}cm‘s‘»)}uwém;\)wunhn\);‘a.\dcjhuha\)ﬁc\

_JJ\AJ&SUM‘)\S}&M‘ cMLAJEMLg)\SL:)MLs;}Gg)\;\J}hAQ_Q\LJ)JD}M
N b Gy K .3
JULS | KSa 8 &) gaa AlpaS Ay i) K ()

Olsie 4 sy s easm NS S50 BUIS J1 a8 Galaae (Kin 8 e 4 Auda 33 35 023 Ciged il ) 5 SIS
Cllae 28 (o Cgmne MI03 432Y 3550 52 0 sbie ) (i dali o ) 288 ) s duala ol 5o 0SS (R
Llle el o 5 Il 3 goaly g G o (B8 5 050 LIS pala WUIS ) y) agle mnedi 3 ) ga o Bdee 22l 43 )
O s Vs IS adiilae 8apa ) A digae 28 e dasipe WU )y Culil glea s K Ade a4

3 5l 7 plae () 5o Wl e (i Liadal ) 3 58 sase

A e ) s A )5S dnda ) usls (318 S i gty (Olasy 5 edsm Ol S (Jaun o e i
G 4 WS pald sk a0 8 ke IS adbilae GRanlat Jasi jal S 5 GRS ) 2)5e 2 lalgidy
dula & sanse 43 O G0 Jat el 4y Gl a3V (Ol 3)5e 50 (Vs L agalse Gla) 2 4S 2,8 5 LN ¢ s e
G 02 Le g ol pge (Ll 4ed () e B il 5 () 2 iy (ss Cumm g an 81 a8 5 2586 L
O Y s 5 KAl AS g a3 35588 L 1A 5 cad L 0 sla (IS adlia ) cudiilaa (s 4nda

PVEEBTE

o)Ll Auliie Y s L dga) 50 Dm0 G 4liie Glada 5o sy (Salal a3l 4n 3030 e Gl sliac) ) Ay
LA S

a1 B 10 il il gl (o

L ol a aUIS Gl pl oSS apals "enlday ile 1 ol ) 5 (gl aUIS sl o iliae o ol s laid ) il
) 2 By 5 A% Sl al 8 e ) sliu 5l Jlis 4n 35 Gl yie) ) Gl ledal 4y 6l 8 s sl
)f-‘l‘“’}?‘)é ol L oaalean Sl dxda ) U 2gad (g3l o \JGJ#ASL’;_'\S JallS Ll ol Axals 40
D)8 I8 50 ) Gl s el 8 il (g g ) asaal 5 (A1sA pde Jliul a5 4 K (ulad 2 a5 sl sl
o) el Jlea a8 S Gulad b sl b 5ol b silin b o JS0S salgidiy (e )l ealiind L b laUIS ) )
S5 & pmse (p) 4 D8 (s S Ssed @ sl jalia s dnily 5 0ald Fuly Gl A ) Gl 4 e (LS
sl mul asad e Wl i gl Gl lelal Sl Al ) adly ca ol A Ll Jgsae Ll oL
dla Oy gea Ol Ca g 4ol 53 sl G ledal 4y (35S) 5 3550 )3 o KIS (slgiul i pa 4y (LIS 1yl o) laaiuls

ol sad DJ‘)}]

Iranian Canadian Congress, 45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite# 900, Toronto ON, M2N 5W9, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian
Congress

(19S5 ¢t a3 0 ke 3) sal 5 12 sl .4

il g o pde by 30 a8 o JlALe 5 <l a o5l A GBS IR ) SBL Y sledady 250 3 (e
G O ey drad S QGRS IRy an gealy 2 18 Gng 5e 1) Al ) s e i
(20 (o0 Ada O ) g Cans g 4y Fely (Gla) 23 ) 54 2Dle ) oSS (5 Kad

s b ooess g Al 0 S8 Gl se a)ls e 5 JHE 5 e Ol ge s (e b o2 gm (Ol <O
S gliial (558 (ol 2 Sl I adlie abai Jala o 5 25 4l o RS )8 ) (S S

(ash G g sdage 4y g a2 aals 12 4alin G aS ) auda 0 b )3 s e il liae) ) A
e b e il guac ca)i.'\s SOAL ) gdite el 250 el o L bd.'\ls_)\_}g_)g GOlsie 4y She adl oy (5l

(San 48) B 2)lsa o pdia |y F 52 258 (B 50 BS (olgaslsl 5 o )8 dlie sl Ja 33 50 1) 258 iy
opde b ) Sha 4l yy N0 CS e 0 e N AS g Gl (e sd )\)&B\dé\h_g)uﬁg(_\&l_}s)@)udum|

Gl ) adiigen 5 e el Gayh o ute Sl 4SOl G (il e )8 G )she Gash g edgal allas 1
_J}ﬁ: é.k.a Q\SJ\.&A

(sl s B) K3 ada 5

s Jb3) (Saleidy 5 easai Sl o KIS asee (5 AR dnda (il G e 5 ol 8 e S LS Sl e il
osae dal gy sa il ) G Clada i )80 ) (. s ) Al 4al Gl cOle) Gy pade (8 S pd
Gl a5 Oposd B A Gl ) 43 B R apaial s e a3 S e (B it UL B 1) duds 5 s

by 03 gl s KK Auda a0 palaia) S8 clula 50 S8 la a8 51 gl ald b dasi g

Sl 02 (5 ) 4l p
o eta il L Al 6

Ak aa) A Khales lamy 290 ) 63 5 RS jB 53 4S5 de lia (gaas anda e )

Iranian Canadian Congress, 45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite# 900, Toronto ON, M2N 5W9, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian
Congress

Appendix 1

Communications with Members of Parliament regarding Senator Frum’s disrespectful comments
toward Iranian-Canadians:

Email to MP Ehsassi, MPP Moridi, Member of Quebec National Assembly Amir Khadi. We have been
informed that MP Jowhari has been made aware of the comments of Frum and our campaign and has
decided to release a statement accordingly as such similar email was not sent to him.

Nov 1, 2017

From Pouyan Tabasinejad, ICC Policy Chair:

Dear Mr. Ehsassi/Dear Dr. Moridi/Dear Dr. Khadir,

| am writing you today to inform you of a discriminatory statement made against the Iranian community
by Senator Linda Frum on October 26th, 2017.

During debate on Bill S219 (Non-nuclear Sanctions Against Iran Act) Senator Frum said the following
about Iran and Iranians:

"Bill S-219 is grounded in a moral and ethical purpose, and that is to monitor one of the most malign
nations in the world and to calibrate our nation’s sanctions accordingly."

Senator Frum's discriminatory and anti-lranian statement constitutes a tremendous disrespect towards the
Iranian-Canadian community.

We are requesting that you, as an Iranian-Canadian elected official, release a statement condemning these
derogatory comments by Senator Frum and asking her to apologize, as soon as is possible. Member of
Parliament Majid Jowhari has released a statement condemning Senator Frum's discriminatory comments
and we hope that we can also count on you on this important issue.

Sincerely,
Pouyan Tabasinejad
Policy Chair

Iranian Canadian Congress
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Response from Dr. Amir Khadir on Nov 2M 2017:
Good morning
We will issue an official statement this morning!

Amir Khadir

Response from Dr. Reza Moridi on Nov 5, 2017:
Dear Mr. Tabasinejad:

Thank you for bringing this point to my attention. | wrote a letter to Senator Frum requesting her for a
clarification of the use the word “nation” in her remarks. The letter is posted on my Facebook.

Regards,

Reza

Reza Moridi, MPP

Follow up email to MP Ali Ehsassi from Pouyan Tabasinejad on Nov 3, 2017,
Hello Mr. Ehsassi,

We are still awaiting your response on this issue. MP Jowhari and Minister Moridi have both released
statements and our community members are waiting for your condemnation of Senator Frum's derogatory
comments about our community.

Sincerely,
Pouyan Tabasinejad

ICC Policy Chair
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Response from MP Ali Ehsassi to Pouyan Tabasinejad on Nov 5, 2017:
Hello Mr. Tabasinejad,
Apologies for the delay in my response, but | am out of the country.

It should come as no surprise to anyone that | have very fundamental disagreements with the Consevative
Party, and by extension Senator Frum. These differences are as you can expect, particularly pronounced in
the area of foreign affairs.

That said, | believe that the controversy you reference is based on a misconstrued and misinterpreted
understanding of the terminology she used.

Had she disparaged individual Iranians, either the estimated 300,000 Iranian-Canadians residing in
Canada, or any other, you certainly could have counted on me to doggedly stand up for a rectification.

None of the numerous individuals I have consulted agree to the interpretation you have accorded the term
maligned nation.

However, | have refrained from publicizing my very different interpretation of the above referenced terms
S0 as not to create any additional discord in the Iranian community.

It would very much compromise my ethics to add fuel to the fire by unduly complicating or maligning any
organization or individual, including yours or MP Jowhari's.

Regards,

Ali Ehsassi

Response from Pouyan Tabasinejad to MP Ali Ehsassi about the comments he mentioned in his email of
Nov 5™, This email was sent on Nov 5", 2017:

Hello Mr. Ehsassi,
Thank you for replying. However, we have deep concerns about your approach to this issue.

Firstly, for the record Senator Frum published the transcript of her speech and asserted that the Senate
transcript incorrectly recorded the word "maligned™ whereas "malign” is the word she used to refer to the
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nation of Iran. This makes her insult to Iran and Iranians even more egregious and worthy of response
from our elected officials.

Over the last three days, over 2000 Iranian-Canadians from across Canada, including many in your riding,
have objected to Senator Frum's derogatory comments. In response to this, all of our elected
representatives except yourself have released statements. Majid Jowhari and Amir Khadir have
categorically condemned Senator Frum. Minister Moridi has asked Senator Frum to clarify her comments
and has recognized that our community is offended by her words.

Clearly, there is a consensus in our community that Senator Frum's comments are unacceptable and need
to be retracted and apologized for. It is unfortunate that you are refusing to accept this and have instead
asserted that the Senator's comments do not constitute an offense, taking the view that is only shared in
our community by controversial groups such as the NCRI/MEK.

Unfortunately, this is only the latest time that we have seen you fail to adequately use your position to
defend and advance the interests of the Iranian-Canadian community. It is equally unfortunate that you
blame others for this failure, including the ICC, despite our consistent efforts to work with you for our
community.

As an advocacy organization, it is our duty to keep our politicians accountable, and this includes elected
Iranian-Canadian politicians like yourself. If you'd like to publish any statement regarding this issue,
please do so by end of today Sunday Nov 5, 2017.

Sincerely,
Pouyan Tabasinejad

ICC Policy Chair

On Nov 6, 2017 MP Ali Ehsassi released a statement regarding this subject and the following email was
sent to him from Pouyan Tabasinejad:

Hello Mr. Ehsassi,
I am glad to see that you have reversed your position and asked Senator Frum to clarify her comments.
Sincerely,

Pouyan Tabasinejad
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Appendix 2:

Response to Mr. Shahram Tabe-Mohammadi regarding the invitation to Nov 12" panel discussion
on Canada-lran relations:

Mr. Tabe-Mohammadi,

Regarding the event on Nov 12th, the board of directors of the ICC has decided not to send any
official representative or spokesperson from the organization. We thank you for the invitation.

The board believes that the organizers have unfortunately failed to put together an unbiased panel
that provides equal and fair opportunity to the diversity of groups and opinions in our
community. The topic of the discussion, especially in the second part of the panel, is regarding
the ICC, yet the list of panelists invited, and as a consequence the time allocated, is
overwhelmingly in favor of panelists who oppose the current ICC's work for Canada-Iran
relations and its work against sanctions on Iran.

The biased nature of the event is also evident in the composition of the organizing team. Perhaps
with the exception of one of your organizing members the rest have publicly expressed their
opposition to the current policies of the ICC.

A professional panel discussion requires the organizers to respect certain rules to provide equal
opportunity to different sides to freely present their opinions. None of these basic rules were
respected in this event. Perhaps the most unprofessional action since you have sent us the
invitation has been the regular statements that you have posted on social media attacking myself
and MP Jowhari for not responding or not participating and talking about us as being afraid to
face questions or as intending to deceive the public, and so on.

In the past ~18 months that my colleagues and | have been running the ICC board we have
organized multiple events for the ICC members and all Iranian-Canadians to meet and ask us
questions about our work and to provide us with their feedback and opinion. On a regular basis
we have been in contact with the Persian and English speaking media and have answered
questions regarding our position on Canada-Iran relations. We have also clearly explained our
position regarding Canada's sanctions policy toward Iran (and specifically Bill S219) in different
events, interviews and in our presentation at the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee. Our position
is clear. The ICC advocates for re-establishing diplomatic relations with Iran and the ICC is
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against sanctions on Iran that by and large harm the Iranian-Canadian community. | remind you
that all signs show that the community supports us on this issue -- the petition asking for re-
engagement initiated by the ICC gathered nearly 16,000 from Iranian-Canadians across Canada,
while another petition opposing re-engagement with Iran and the reopening of the embassies only
gathered 600 signatures. The results of our last AGM and also recent surveys we have conducted
also show that the majority of the ICC members and Iranian-Canadians in general support our
policies. On the issue of Canada-Iran relations we will continue our advocacy for re-engagement
and reopening of the embassies.

As always we welcome all questions and comments; in addition, if any question or comment
from the panelists or your audience on Nov 12th require an official response, we will promptly
provide that response through our official communication channels.

Kind Regards,

Bijan Ahmadi
President
Iranian Canadian Congress

Email: president@iccongress.ca

Web: iccongress.ca

Office: 45 Sheppard Ave East, Unit 900

Toronto, ON, M2N5W9
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