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Meeting Minutes
ICC Board Meeting
Date: October 16", 2017
CONTACT
Mehran Farazmand
Secretary and Board Member
Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC)

Email: info@iccongress.ca

In Attendance:

Mojtaba Adibrad Bijan Ahmadi Soudeh Ghasemi
Dorna Mojdami Pouyan Tabasinejad Mehran Farazmand
Tayaz Fakhri Hooman Shirazi Morvarid Zare Zade

Meeting Minutes

1. Meeting agenda

Bijan enquired about the approval of agenda. Mehran asked the item “Invitation to the Panel
Discussion on November 12th” to be eliminated since it is a personal invitation for Bijan and not
to the ICC. In addition, Mehran added that if we consider the invitation for the ICC and decide to

discuss it in our board meeting, one of the event organizers (Hooman Shirazi) is a member of the
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ICC board and his participation and vote on this topic will put him in a conflict of interest

situation.

Voting Result: All except Mehran and Hooman voted in favor of keeping the item related to the

Nov 12" event in the meeting agenda.

2. Minutes of the last meeting

Last meeting minutes have been emailed to the board and will be finalized after reviewing by all
board members.

3. Discussion Sessions

Tayaz explained about his one-to-one consultations with BOD members to receive their feedback
on his proposal. In short term, two sessions will be held as a pilot on November 5™ and December
0™,

Media protocol was discussed. ICC will provide a full video of the sessions. Representatives of
Iranian-Canadian local media outlets will be invited as well to cover or record the event if they’d
like. The video from the ICC will be shared with a “Creative Commons” protocol.

After some discussions, all the board members voted in favour of running the pilot sessions based
on the protocol discussed. Soudeh, Mehran, Bijan, Pouyan and Dorna emphasized in particular
on the commitment to media protocol so the ICC and all official and professional media
representatives are allowed to record and cover the sessions freely. Mehran will help Tayaz in

organizing the sessions. PR will help with the communication aspects.

4. Invitation to the Panel Discussion on November 12th

Organizers of this event (which is independent from ICC) have invited the president of the ICC,
Bijan Ahmadi, as a panelist. Bijan Ahmadi asked the board of the ICC to decide on the invitation.
The invitation sent to Bijan Ahmadi is attached to these minutes. Bijan pointed out that despite
Mehran’s concerns, he considers the matter as presence of ICC in this meeting and he is going to
follow the board conclusion and decision. However, he agreed with Mehran that Hooman Shirazi
as per the Code of Conduct adopted unanimously by the ICC Board is in a conflict of interest

situation and that Hooman had to at least inform his colleagues in the ICC Board about his
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involvement in this event before taking on any responsibility with respect to the proposed ICC
townhall with the Iranian-Canadian MPs and MPPs and before the Nov 12" event invitations are
sent out.

The board discussed the positive and negative aspects of attending this event. Hooman rejected
the conflict of interest situation. The board decided to ask the organizers to provide more
information about the format of the event before making a decision in the next meeting.

(See Appendix for details)

5. Next meeting

Next board meeting will be scheduled for early November in the ICC office.
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Appendix:

The following is the email invitation for the Nov 12, 2017 panel discussion. This is the exact copy of
the email received from Mr. Shahram Tabe Mohammadi on September 24, 2017:

Email Subject: Invitation to participate in a panel discussion on diplomatic relations between Canada and
the Islamic Republic

Dear Mr. Bijan Ahmadi,

I'd like to invite you as a panelist for a discussion on restoring Canadian diplomatic relations with the IR.
The event is tentatively planned for the 18th or 25th of November 2017.

The event is organized in two parts, relevant Canadian politics in the first and the role of the Iranian
Canadian Congress (ICC) in the second.

The first part discusses the politics of the diplomatic relations. The participants are Iranian MPs and MPPs
including Mr. Ali Ehssasi, Mr. Majid Jowhari, Dr. Reza Moridi, and Dr. Amir Khadir. All are confirmed
except Mr. Jowhari whose response is pending.

The second part involves the role ICC could/should play in stopping/encouraging the diplomatic relations.
For this section, the four Presidents of the ICC since the time diplomatic ties with the IR were severed are
invited. These are Dr. Farrokh Zandi, Mr. Reza Banai, Dr. Arsalan Kahnemouyipour, and you. Of these,
Dr. Kahnemouyipour has confirmed and Dr. Zandi has accepted in principle and is checking his
availability.

The purpose of this event is to educate members of the Iranian community on different aspects of the
severing/restoring of diplomatic relations with the IR. The panel will offer a variety of perspectives. It is
hoped that the audience will acquire in-depth knowledge of the issue and develop an informed stance.

Similarly, the organizers of the event have diverse viewpoints on the issue. The organizers include Mr.
Houman Shirazi, Mr. Kaveh Shahrouz, Ms. Mehrdokht Hadi, Ms. Mehrnoush Ahmadi, Ms. Pantea Jafari,
and myself. It is hoped that the diversity of the organizers conveys a message of friendly collaboration
within the community.

I hope you are able to accept this invitation. Please let me know whether the 18th and/or 25th November
works for you. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Shahram Tabe-Mohammadi
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