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Meeting Minutes
ICC Board Meeting
Date: September 12, 2017
CONTACT
Mehran Farazmand
Secretary and Board Member
Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC)

Email: info@iccongress.ca

In Attendance:

Mojtaba Adibrad Bijan Ahmadi Soudeh Ghasemi
Dorna Mojdami Pouyan Tabasinejad Mehran Farazmand
Tayaz Fakhri Hooman Shirazi Morvarid Zare Zade

Meeting Minutes

1. Meeting agenda
Voting Result: All in favour.

2. Minutes of last meetings
Only one meeting’s minutes have not been uploaded on the website. Mehran will follow up with
PR to make sure it will be uploaded ASAP.

Iranian Canadian Congress, 45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite# 900, Toronto ON, M2N 5W9, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca
mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian

Congress
3. Culture Report

Dorna presented some information about the two suggested venues for the Simorgh Gala and
their conditions, availability, services, costs, etc. She also explained about the entertainment
possibilities & costs. The board emphasized on the importance of quality of the event. The venue
will be finalized in the next few days. The date of event is probably will be about the end of
January or early February.

4. Policy Report

a) Pouyan explained about the Policy committee meetings with some MPs and MPPs in the last
few weeks and planned future meetings. In these meetings, ICC priorities were / will be
discussed.

b) ICC team had meetings with all NDP leadership candidates to discuss ICC priorities and
concerns of Iranian-Canadians.

c) Policy committee is now working on a study about the foreign trained professionals and their
problems. This study will result in a policy position which will be presented closer to the 2018
provincial elections in Ontario.

5. Admin Report

a) Mehran gave updates about the sold tickets and sponsorship status for the fundraising event on
September 29™. All board members need to work more in the remaining weeks to increase the
numbers and reach the defined quota. Bijan explained that all board members shall help in
fundraising and consider it as one of their important responsibilities.

Dr. Victoria Tahmasebi will be the keynote speaker. Entertainment (music, etc.) have been
coordinated. PR has some plans to promote the fundraising event in the next few days.

b) Bijan explained about the communications with Iranian politicians of Ontario and inviting
them to attend at a Town Hall. MP Reza Moridi and MP Ali Ehsassi rejected the invitation for
the Town Hall mentioning that they are already in contact with the Iranian community (copy of
emails attached). MP Jowhari’s office responded and provided his availability. Board members
expressed their disappointment with the responses and discussed alternatives for Town Hall with
elected officials. The discussion on this matter will continue in future.

(See Appendix for details)
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c¢) The final financial statements were filed by accountant and will be uploaded on ICC’s website.
Only changes that were needed from the draft shared in the AGM was adding the accountant’s
notice and signature, and better organizing the categories in the statements.

d) Final internship report will be sent to Service Canada by Mehran shortly.

6. PR Report
Morvarid explained about the website new design and its regular updates. The fundraising event
is the most urgent priority for the coming weeks. An orientation meeting is planned for

September 17th at 4 pm and all the volunteers of committees have been invited.

7. Fundraising Event
Soudeh briefly talked about the event progress and expectations from board members to more
actively invite guests and sponsors. The board discussed on how to follow up with potential

guests, possibility of change on entertainment and collecting donations.

8. Discussion series

Tayaz presented the idea and proposal for discussion sessions. The proposal included the
structure and topics to be discussed in the sessions. The first session is proposed for September
21%. Each session will include expert guest speakers, panels, Q&A and discussion.

Board members discussed different aspects of the proposal and talked about their pros and cons
of the proposal. Some suggestions were presented for the format and better management of the
sessions.

The board conditionally agreed to hold the first session on September 21% session subject to
further discussion on communication and PR aspects after the meeting to ensure the work load is

manageable with the fundraising event coming up.
9. Next meeting

Next board meeting will be scheduled for Monday October 16th in the ICC office.
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Appendix:

Townhall meeting with Iranian-Canadian MPs and MPPs:

Email from Bijan Ahmadi on July 31s, 2017:

Kind Attention:

Hon. Reza Moridi, MP Majid Jowhari, MP Ali Ehsassi
Dear Dr. Moridi, Mr. Jowhari and Mr. Ehsassi,

Hope all is well.

As we are in the summer months and the House of Commons and the provincial parliament are in
summer recess we would like to organize a town hall for the Iranian Canadian community in the
GTA to meet and discuss their issues and priorities directly with you as the elected
representatives in the federal and provincial levels from Iranian heritage. We hope to be able to
turn this into an annual tradition. Hopefully in future as our community is getting more involved
we will have elected representatives in the municipal level and also from different Canadian

political parties.

As | mentioned this event is for community members to have an opportunity to talk to you
directly and it's not for the ICC to discuss its advocacy priorities. We will pick a moderator
independent of the ICC board and have various community media representatives covering the
event. Questions regarding provincial policies will be directed to Dr. Moridi and federal policies

to Mr. Jowhari and Mr. Ehsassi.

Please let me know about your availability and time preference from mid Aug to mid September
(before the next session of the parliaments). Specially we hope to be able to organize this session
on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon so that it's more convenient for community members to
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participate. | am cc'ing my colleague Hooman Shirazi on this email. He will follow up with you

to arrange a date that works for all.

Sincerely,
Bijan Ahmadi
President

Iranian Canadian Congress

Email from MPP Reza Moridi on Aug 16, 2017:

Dear Mr. Ahmadi:

Thank you for inviting me to meet with members of the Iranian community to hear their concerns

and issues.

As you know, | have been serving as the MPP for Richmond Hill for the past 10 years. During
this period, I have been regularly in touch with the Iranian community of Richmond Hill and
GTA. Furthermore, from time to time, some Iranians living in other cities and provinces and

even in Iran contact me and raise their issues and requests.

As such, | do not feel a need for a facilitator to connect me or my office with the Iranian

community. Again, | thank you for this offer.
Regards,

Reza Moridi

Reza Moridi, MPP
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Email from MP Ali Ehsassi on Aug 17, 2017:
Dear Mr. Ahmadi,

Allow me to join Mr. Moridi in thanking you for your kind offer.

However, as Mr. Moridi has rightly, aptly and succinctly indicated, we are also constantly serving
members of our community and are in touch with numerous individuals on any given day.

Consequently, despite your kind offer, | will similarly forego the opportunity to reach out to members of
our community through your good offices.

Regards,

Ali
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