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Meeting Minutes
ICC Board Meeting
Date: June 20, 2016
CONTACT
Mehran Farazmand
Secretary and Board Member
Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC)

Email: info@iccongress.ca

In Attendance:

Mojtaba Adibrad Bijan Ahmadi

Tayaz Fakhri Soudeh Ghasemi Behzad Jazizadeh
Dorna Mojdami Poyan Tabasinejad Mehran Farazmand
Absent:

Ali Bangi

Meeting Minutes

1. Meeting agenda and sequence of items
Voting Result: All in favour to start with Culture report.
2. Culture report

A brief report about the conversation with Ms. Taherian was presented. Dorna also mentioned
she is ready to getting volunteers and team building.

The board members gave some suggestions for the better arrangement of September event.
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3. President’s report

a) Bijan asked the board members to use the task management software more efficiently in order
to make the coordination of activities easier.

b) The forth intern was hired to assist the President in planning, coordination and
communications.

c) Since the period of internship is limited to the summer, the board should use this opportunity
for team building and to establish the departments and social groups.

d) A report about the phone conference with Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign
Affairs, MP Omar Alghabra, was provided. The conversation was arranged by ICC President to
discuss the situation of Prof. Homa Hoodfar and Saeed Malekpour and request the government to
take all measures necessary to secure the release of these two members of the Iranian Canadian
community. MP Alghabra reassured ICC President that the Canadian government is doing all
possible to follow up Ms. Hoodfar’s case. The case of Mr. Malekpour is more difficult to be
followed up according to MP Alghabra however, he reassured ICC President that he will look
into it further and will discuss details with ICC in the next follow up conversation.

e) A brief report about the meeting with Hon. Reza Moridi was presented. Some of the points he
mentioned: he emphasized that ICC must work hard to earn the trust of the community. He
mentioned that ICC must focus on advancing the interests of the Iranian Canadian community
and the issue of embassy closure that has created troubles for many in our community fits within
the mandate of the ICC. However, he suggested that ICC also mentions the human rights
condition in Iran and ask Canada to work towards improving human rights condition in Iran. ICC
representatives also raised their concern about the case of Prof. Hoodfar and Saeed Malekpour
and consulted with Dr. Moridi about steps that can be taken by ICC.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
4. Outreach report

a) Over 40 organizations have been invited for the June 26™ roundtable for Iranian Canadian
non-profit organizations.

b) Agenda of the meeting was briefly reviewed. It includes opening, association introduction by
themselves, answer to the questions presented, etc.
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Voting Result: All in favour. The board members reviewed the list of association and some
volunteered to follow up with specific associations. Some ideas for running the meeting were
discussed.

5. PR report

a) Ali is supposed to mostly concentrate on long term projects (such as newsfeed & advocacy
application).

b) The tasks assigned to each of the PR interns were explained. They include preparing content
for social media, designing materials for events & meetings, video recording, audio podcast
recording, etc.

Voting Result: All in favour. The board members will participate in recording ICC audio
podcasts. On long term, podcasts will be created with an educational approach using the help of
experts.

6. Policy report

a) The department is still working on the banking problem issue. All major banks have some
concerns about wiring money by Iranians; however, they do not disclose their policies to public.
In particular, they do not open bank accounts for non-resident (visitor) Iranians. Policy
department will continue its investigation and prepare a comprehensive report about the
problems Iranians encounter working with each of the banks in Canada.

b) Department is working on team building.

c¢) An email was received from a Muslim non-for-profit organization to join their statement from
several Muslim organization regarding the Orlando shooting. While board members agreed that
it’s a great cause, the request was rejected as the ICC bylaws define the organization as non-
religious.

Voting Result: All in favour.

7. VP, Treasurer and Secretary
No particular issue to be reported.
8. Next meeting

Next meeting will be held in one of the North York Civic Centre meeting rooms on Monday
June 27th.
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