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Meeting Minutes
ICC Board Meeting
Date: September 19th, 2016
CONTACT
Mehran Farazmand
Secretary and Board Member
Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC)

Email: info@iccongress.ca

In Attendance:

Mojtaba Adibrad Bijan Ahmadi Behzad Jazizadeh
Tayaz Fakhri Soudeh Ghasemi
Dorna Mojdami Pouyan Tabasinejad Mehran Farazmand
Absent

Ali Bangi

Meeting Minutes

1. Meeting agenda
Voting Result: All in favour.
2. President’s report

a) Progress of e-petition 553 and some background info was presented. The most repeated issue/
problem mentioned during the public consultations by experts and community members was the issue
of Iran-Canada relations and the negative effect of embassy closures on Iranian Canadians. Policy
department set this matter in its list of priorities and started its research and consultation with experts
about ways to advocate for this issue. Regular updates have been provided to the board in previous
meetings and a draft of the text was presented previously to the board. The final content of the e-
petition was approved in an electronic motion. The board decided for Bijan Ahmadi as the President

Iranian Canadian Congress, 4936 Yonge Street, Suite# 155 ON, M2N 6S3, Canada, info@iccongress.ca



mailto:info@iccongress.ca
mailto:info@iccongress.ca

lranian
Canadian
Congress

and the Spokesperson of the organization to submit the e-petition on behalf of the ICC and for the rest
of the board members to sign the electronic petition as first supporters (to second the petition) on the
website of the Parliament of Canada before it was submitted to Member of Parliament Majid Jowhari.

Bijan sent an email to Hon. Reza Moridi and MP Ali Ehsassi and requested Mr. Moridi and Mr.
Ehsassi to support and endorse the parliamentary petition initiated by the ICC and sponsored by MP
Majid Jowhari.

To raise awareness about the petition ICC needs to raise some funds for promoting the petition. All the
expenses and any money raised shall be recorded properly.

b) A brief report about Bijan’s trip to Ottawa was presented: including the news conference and
conversations with officials about the case of Prof. Hoodfar.

c) Bijan also met Ms. Amanda Ghahermani (Ms. Homa Hoodfar’s niece) in Montreal and discussed
their concerns and points of view regarding Ms. Hoodfar’s case and possible next steps for ICC to
advocate for Ms. Hoodfar’s release.

d) There was a meeting with Chamber of Commerce of Iranian Canadian Community in Quebec. They
are ready for cooperation with ICC in non-political matters like banking problems.

e) The list of suggested advisory board was reviewed and board members gave their priorities through
an initial voting. Discussion on this matter will be continued in the next meeting.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
3. VP’s report

Soudeh explained about the ways to promote the petition.
Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
4. Outreach report

a) Tayaz has contacted with volunteers and will forward them to those departments and committees in
which they are interested.

b) The third meeting regarding the website project (for employment) was held last week. A
temporary/initial platform has been selected for the pilot and the team is working on it to evaluate its
features.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.

5. PR report
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a) The next pub night will be held on September 29™ and will be a little different. Conversation with a
special guest (Mr. Ariannejad, one the founders of ICC and the CEO of Tirgan) is part of the program.

b) Ali has completed the website application for monitoring the issues regarding Iran in the Parliament
of Canada.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
6. Policy report

a) Pouyan had another conversation with International Trained Dentists and one of their reps will
attend one of ICC’s next meeting board meetings.

b) There have been discussions with HSBC authorities and they were very positive to help resolving
banking issues faced by Iranian Canadians.

Voting Result: All in favour.
7. Culture report

a) After reviewing about 10 locations, York Mills Gallery was chosen for the event of December. The
place will be visited on Wednesday September 21* and program will be finalized shortly after that.

b) About the Nowrouz stamp, a response letter has been received recently from Canada Post. The
petition including the signatures is already sent to Canada Post via mail.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
8. Secretary’s report

a) The final cheques of interns have been issued and they are picking up their cheques during these
days. The final report of internship has been submitted to Service Canada and the second part of grant
will be transferred in the next few days.

b) Based on a motion from the previous board proper insurance coverage had to be arranged for the
organization. The current board confirmed its commitment to the passed motion by the previous board.
The insurance arrangement is complete and monthly payments are arranged.

Voting Result: All in favour to follow up on the items above.
6. Next meeting

Next meeting will be held in the office of ICC (at 45 Sheppard Ave. East 9" floor) on Monday
September 26™.
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