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Minutes from the Board Meeting of ICORE, 5/9/17 
Submitted by John Bates 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Martha Pierpont prior to a fine potluck meal 
and an excellent presentation by Mike Ondresky on canoe and kayak camping. Additionally 
present from the Board were John Bates, Diane Okrongly, Chris Paulik, and Mike Ondresky 
Visitors numbered eight. 
 
The minutes were read and approved unanimously. 

 
Treasure Chris Paulik read the treasurer’s report which was approved unanimously. 

ICORE beginning balance: $2,648 
Ending Balance: $2,756 

 
Memberships stood at 16. Cost is $25 single, $35 family. 
 
Bike Committee Report: 

Today, 5/9, two individuals picked up garbage and debris, and swept the trail. It took 
them four hours using a UTV and a blower. Thank you to Elmer and Tom! 

The following suggestions were made: 
- Two groups for spring clean-up next year starting at opposite ends, and do this 

earlier in the year. 
- Put up a picnic table at the canoe landing where the Manitowish River and Circle Lily 

Creek meet.  
- Report downed trees to the town, which has said they will remove them. 
- Anyone who works on the trail needs to sign-up with the town for insurance 

purposes. 
 
Program Committee Report: 

ICORE is participating in the Mercer Lujpine Junefest via the Bird festival on June 10. 
John Bates will lead two bird watching trips to the Little Turtle Flowage, Bruce Bacon provide 
on-site bird banding demonstration and organize a birdhouse building contest. Bruce will also 
give a talk on ospreys and offer an eagle banding trip -  cost is $10 per person for this specific 
event. Zach Wilson will follow up with another bird banding demonstration later in the 
morning, as well as leading a guided auto tour around the Turtle Flambeau Flowage. 

ICORE will provide three bird ID books as prizes for the birdhouse contest. John Bates 
will order the books. 

Cathy Techtman will lead a paddle trip on the Gile Flowage on July 17 from 9 a.m. to 
noon starting at Gile Park. The Board voted unanimously to the cost of $150 to be given to UW 
Extension. Cost to participants will be $10 each, with a maximum of 15 people or ten boats. 

A geocaching event to be led by Teresa Schmidt is scheduled for August but no date is 
set. John will contact Teresa to confirm a date. 

Cathy Techtman will lead an interpretive bike hike from Gile Park to Hurley on 9/16 



from 9 to noon. The Board voted unanimously to the cost of $150 to be given to UW Extension. 
Cost to participants will be $10 each, with a maximum of 15 people. 

A tentative hike is scheduled for North South Vista leaving from Weber Lake on 
Saturday, 9/30, from 9:30 – 12:30. The hike is about 3 miles roundtrip, to be led by Jeff Wilson.  

The annual board meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 10/24, with the meeting 
beginning at 5 p.m., followed by a potluck around 6 p.m., followed by a program at 7 p.m. John 
Bates will contact two potential speakers to discuss wolf and deer populations. 

Additional programming might be done as a co-sponsor with FE University. Martha will 
contact Wendy Thiede to pursue this. 

A bike talk is scheduled for the Mercer Library in June. ICORE would like to co-sponsor. 
Martha will contact Teresa Schmidt at the library. 
 
Martha reported on the Water Action Volunteers (WAV) program. She recently attended a 
workshop organized by the Land and Water Conservation Department. Additional trainings are 
possible if there is further interest. 
 
A guest brought up a logging trail that goes around Lipp Lake and that needs clearing. This is 
state land, so neither ICORE nor private individuals can do any clearing of it without the consent 
of the DNR. The guest was advised to contact the DNR for the permission procedure. 
 
The ICORE website was discussed. Our cost has increased because we are over the 5,000 person 
limit to be in “Tier 1.” We need to get below 5,000 person in order to remain in Tier 1 at the 
cost of $226 per year right now. Gail Ondresky will work on making this happen. We will be 
prorated for this month at the higher Tier 2 cost. A further suggestion was made to link our site 
to the Mercer and Hurley Chambers sites as well as John Bates’ blog. A motion was made, 
seconded, and passed unanimously to continue the website for one year. 
 
The August board meeting is scheduled for 8/8/17 at 6:30 at the Haines Building in Mercer. 
 
A nomination committee was requested to help find nominations to fill the Board at the 
upcoming annual meeting. Martha, John, and Diane will be on that committee. 
 
Jeff Wilson wished to provide an update on a dogsled event he is attempting to organize, but 
due to a misunderstanding and a shortage of time, he did not speak. The Board hopes he will 
request to be on the agenda for the next meeting and provide an update at that time. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 and was followed by the potluck. 
 
  

 
 

 


