
 

 

Jack London Improvement District 
Special Meeting of the Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Committee Chair: Vivian Kahn 
Thursday, August 14, 2014 – 4:00 p.m. 

JLID Office - 333 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607 

 
Present: Vivian Kahn, Bill Stotler, Barry Pilger 
 
Staff: Savlan Hauser/Executive Director, Fiona Simms/Marketing & Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests: David Fennel; June Grant, Peter Gertler, Steve Lowe 

 

Discussions held and decisions made by the Land Use and Transportation Committee 

  SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION? 

Call to order and 
introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 4:14 p.m.  

Public comment and 
announcements 

None  

Approval of the minutes of 
June 18, 2014 

The minutes of June 18, 2014 were presented for 
review. Vivian noted that the word “estuary” was 
misspelled. 

Michael moved and 
Barry seconded the 
motion to approve 
the minutes of June 
18, 2014 contingent 
on the correction of 
the misspelling of 
estuary. The motion 
was approved 
unanimously. 

Approval of meeting 
schedule: fourth Thursday of 
each month at 4:00 p.m. 

There was no discussion of this item. Michael moved and 
Vivian seconded the 
motion to approve 
the meeting 
schedule. The 
motion was 
approved 
unanimously. 

Discussion of LUTC Mission 
and Priorities 

Vivian noted that recruiting new committee members 
is a priority but should be recruited strategically. It 
was noted that determining the mission of the 
committee will help to identify the skills and areas of 
expertise that are needed. 
June noted that the SF Housing Action Coalition 
provides a forum for community discussion on 
relevant topics. She noted that developers will often 
come in and present their projects, followed by a 
question and answer session. Once the developers 

 



       

 

have left, the attendees engage in a discussion about 
the developments. The committee discussed that the 
mission should include being safe place for discussion 
and expression of many opinions. Vivian mentioned 
that the board has explored the legalities of taking 
positions on developments and other issues that 
relate to the stated mission and goals of the JLID. It 
was noted that even though the JLID is legally entitled 
to take a position, specific positions on specific 
projects are divisive. Since it is not possible to 
encompass the opinions of the varied group of 
stakeholders in Jack London, any positions taken 
would be general and not specific to any given 
project. The desire to support the current standards 
and restrictions already in place was expressed. It was 
also determined that the JLID should be a place for 
information and education given the complexities of 
the city’s planning process, and JLID should develop a 
set of guidelines that reflect the organization’s 
development values. 
The committee identified the desire to help the city 
find funding for land use and planning projects such 
as the Downtown Specific Plan.  
 
David noted that as an outsider coming into Jack 
London to invest and begin new projects, there is no 
easy way to understand what the neighborhood 
wants. He noted that in other cities and 
neighborhoods that he has worked in there are often 
community groups that serve that function. 
 
Staff was directed to develop a draft committee 
statement for approval at the next meeting. 

Approval of statement for 
JLID to present to City Council 
regarding Ellis Partners 
Application 

Vivian explained that the board approved a position 
at the June 9th meeting. The statement could not be 
made to the City Council because the issue was 
deferred to a September meeting. The committee 
needs to decide if they want to augment the 
statement or accept it as is. The statement did not 
take a position on any specific plan amendments, but 
stated that residential uses are good and intensifying 
higher density will help achieve the vision of a vibrant 
Jack London. Vivian explained that the next step for 
Ellis Partners is to solicit development applications, 
choose the project, and to hire architect who would 
be ready to present a design at the beginning of 2015. 
The JLID would not have specific role until then, but 
would like to be a resource for educating the 

Barry moved and 
Vivian seconded the 
motion to reaffirm 
the existing 
statement. The 
motion was 
approved 
unanimously. 



       

 

community in the interim. Bill noted that he and 
Savlan met with Lynette McElhaney the 
councilmember for City Council District 3 and 
reported that she intends to host meetings regarding 
the Ellis developments prior to the City Council 
decision, but was unclear about the specific focus of 
the meeting or who would attend. Bill noted that he 
thinks the committee should focus on the design 
process and not the upcoming City Council decision. 
 
Michael stated that the JLID is pro-development, but 
only have the Estuary Plan and the General Plan to 
guide development. Michael encouraged JLID to stand 
behind those plans. 

Update on Open Planning 
and Zoning Applications 

This item was not discussed.  

Update on 880 Underpass 
Improvements 

This item was not discussed.  

Next regular meeting September 25, 2014 - 4:00 p.m.  

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  

 
Minutes taken by: Fiona Simms 


