
 

 

Jack London Improvement District 
Board of Directors 

Minutes of Monday, January 12th, 2015 - 9:00 a.m. at Jack London Office - 333 Broadway 
 

Present: Bill Stotler, Sara May, Vivian Kahn, Barry Pilger, Paul Thyssen, Michael Carilli, Peter Gertler, Sam Nassif, 
Tommy Mierzwinski 

Absent: Meredith Melville 
Staff: Savlan Hauser/Executive Director, Fiona Simms/Marketing & Administrative Assistant 
Guests: Ben Delaney, Saied Karamooz 

 
Discussions held and decisions made by the Board of Directors 

  SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION? 

1. Call to order and 
introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 a.m.  

2. Public comment 
/announcements 

None  

3. Approval of the 
minutes 

a. Regular Board 
Meeting: 
December 8, 2014 

The minutes of December 8, 2014 were presented to the board 
for review. 

Sara moved and Paul 
seconded the motion to 
approve the minutes of 
December 8, 2014. The 
motion was approved 
unanimously. 

4. Executive Update Bill thanked everyone who attended the board mixer and noted 
that he saw the mixer as the first step in building a relationship 
with the Uptown and Downtown boards to work together on 
collective impact projects such as way finding signage. Next is a 
strategic planning meeting with all three districts about what we 
can do as a collective impact group.  
Savlan presented the project dashboard document. She noted 
that a detailed status update on each project will be provided and 
discussed at committee meetings. Savlan also reported that there 
will be several opportunities for the new Mayor her chief of staff 
to get up to speed on what we are doing. The Mayor will be 
presented with BID priorities as was the previous mayor. Savlan 
noted that Tomiquia Moss, the Mayor’s Chief of Staff has a long 
history with Oakland’s other districts, as well as SPUR. 

 

5. Financial Review 
a. 2014 End of 

Year Financial 
Report 

b. Review of Draft 
2015 Budget 

a. Savlan presented the budget worksheet. She noted the carry 
forward amount and that the formation loans have been 
repaid in full. Barry noted that the money carried forward 
from 2014 will stay with the committee that it was originally 
assigned to. 

b. Savlan presented the 2015 line item budget for review. Savlan 
and Bill explained that the Port must approve the use of their 
assessment funds annually. It was noted that the board has 
worked closely with Pam of the Port to develop a plan that 
will be successful. There was detailed discussion of the 
restrictions on the Port money. 

 

6. Land Use and 
Transportation 
Committee 

Vivian reported that she has reached out to Dean Rubenison 
about the design review process for the developments in Jack 
London Square. She noted that they have not yet hired a firm to 

 



       

 

update get started on the design but they will reach out to us once they 
have begun. Vivian also noted that the next Land Use and 
Transportation Committee meeting has been moved to January 29 
at 4:00 p.m. There was much discussion of the next Panel Talk 
which will focus on the history of development in Jack London.  

7. Marketing and 
Economic 
Development 
Update 

Paul reported that the committee is moving forward with the new 
website development and building signage. Savlan noted that she 
has met with multiple sign fabricators and the committee is 
preparing to install signage on the building itself as well as on the 
signpost at the corner of the lot. The corner sign will ideally be 
changeable so we can post community news and events. 

 

8. Maintenance and 
Beautification 
Committee 
update 

Savlan noted that because the 2014 budget encompassed a full 
year of revenue but only had eight months of operations the 
Ambassador services were inflated. Given that 2015 will have 12 
months of operations and new labor laws, Block by Block has 
rescheduled the Ambassador hours based on what time the 
district needs the most presence.  
Sara outlined that current projects of the committee and noted 
that the biggest challenge for the committee in the new year is 
the Underpass. She reported that the committee will be equipping 
the Ambassador team with new technology that will allow them 
to collect and track data from their daily work. She also reported 
that the committee will be working on art centered projects with 
the Marketing committee including utility box art wraps and 
building murals. Savlan reported that the committee hosted a 
preliminary Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) 
meeting, which was attended by the Oakland Police Department, 
local security professionals such as the head of security at Jack 
London Square and Amtrak, as well as safety representatives from 
HOAs in the district. She noted that panhandling was address with 
the police at this meeting. There was much discussion of how the 
police can respond and what else can be done. Ben noted that the 
JLDA would be willing to post such events in the Call and that he 
would like to attend future NCPC meetings.  
Peter explained that at the last meeting a goal was set to launch 
the campaign by January 31st and have all funds raised by the end 
of the first quarter. He noted that they are on track to reach that 
goal. Saied reported that the Train Quiet Zone crowdfunding 
website is launching today. He noted that postcards have been 
printed and they will be hosting a booth at the farmers market to 
spread the word. Saied also explained how those outside of the 
scope can still derive benefit from Train Quiet Zone. 

 

9. Next regular 
meeting 

Monday, February 9, 2015 – 4:00 p.m.  

10. Adjournment into 
closed session 

The meeting adjourned into closed session at 9:45 p.m.  

11. Closed session The Board discussed future negotiations with OVM and BBB to 
amend existing contracts for both 2014 and future years 
compensation 

 

 
Minutes taken by: Fiona Simms 


