
 

Jack London Improvement District 
Land Use and Transportation Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 25, 2014 – 4:00 p.m. 
JLID Office – 333 Broadway 

 
Present: Vivian Kahn, Michael Carilli, Barry Pilger 
 
Staff: Savlan Hauser/Executive Director 
 
Guests: Tib Tussler/Stakeholder and resident, Bill Stotler/Stakeholder and resident 

 

Discussions held and decisions made by the Land Use and Transportation Committee 

  SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION? 

1. Call to order and 
introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 4:07 p.m.  

2. Public comment and 
announcements 

None.  

3. Approval of the minutes 
of August 14, 2014 

The minutes of August 14, 2014 were presented for 
review.  

Michael moved and 
Barry seconded the 
motion to approve 
the minutes of 
August 14, 2014. 
The motion was 
approved 
unanimously. 

4. Update on projects and 
priorities 

Savlan recommended that a Train Safe and Quiet 
Zone become a Task Force of the Land Use 
Committee. The Task Force would be charged with 
raising money and contracting a vendor to update the 
study that will inform the creation of the Train Safe 
and Quiet Zone. Saied Karamouz, a stakeholder and 
resident, has already taken up the cause and made 
presentations to several HOAs in the district. The first 
step towards making the zone is to update the study 
produced several years ago by Wilbur Smith 
Associates. The updated study is estimated to cost 
$15,000. Staff is looking into how the JLID can become 
the fiscal sponsor of the crowdfunding effort to raise 
the money for the study. The committee requested 
confirmation that the scope of work is within the 
amount proposed to be raised. There was concern 
expressed that if the scope of work is expanded 
beyond the amount raised that the district would be 
responsible for payment. It was determined that the 
consultant will report to the chair of the task force, 
and the chair will not have the authority to authorize 
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extension of original contracted scope of work. The 
chair will report to the Land Use committee who will 
report to the full board. Any extension of the original 
scope must be approved by the full board upon 
recommendation from the committee. There was 
consensus that the board can and should become the 
fiscal sponsor for the Train Safe and Quiet Zone. 
 
Savlan explained that many of the beautification and 
clean and safe improvements and projects outlined in 
the management district plan can be folded into a 
master encroachment permit. Those projects and 
improvements include but are not limited to medians, 
banners, hanging plant baskets, improved signage, 
bicycle parking, and bicycle repair stations. 
Vivian states that the JLID should participate in the 
development of guidelines for any project in the 
public rights of way. The development of guidelines 
that are submitted to and approved by the City will 
help to expedite the permitting process. Michael 
offered to begin the process of drafting the 
guidelines, and it was suggested that the district form 
a task force including members from the Maintenance 
and Beautification and the Marketing and Economic 
Development Committees. Vivian noted that there 
are many models for these types of guidelines and 
that they will help define character of district. 
 
Savlan and Bill explained that the forum series would 
serve as a place for the community to get together 
and talk holistically about where they want to take 
the community both in the economic development 
area and in the built environment. They will also be an 
opportunity to educate the public on the processes of 
the city so they can understand how we get to the 
vision we identify and to help guide the conversation 
especially around development and the Downtown 
Specific Plan. Staff will be inviting experts from the 
JLID network to help inform the discussions and 
answer questions. 
 
Savlan noted that the first meeting is scheduled for 
November 12th and will include panelist Racehl Flynn, 
the city planning director, and Kelly Kahn a project 
manager in the economic development department 
of the city. The discussion will be moderated by Egon 
Terplan, the regional planning director of SPUR.  
Bill noted that the forum discussion will help inform 



       

 

both the SPUR report on the future of downtown and 
the Downtown Specific Plan, for which Rachel is now 
looking for consultants. Savlan has been 
communicating with Agon of SPUR who has asked the 
JLID to co-host a charrette on infrastructure in cities. 
Savlan also recommended that we hold a forum 
discussion on history as we have so many experts on 
the history of the Jack London neighborhood. Michael 
expressed interest in addressing the excessive noise 
from the freeway. Bill also suggested a presentation 
on resiliency. There was discussion about presenting 
the topics to the community and asking for questions 
ahead of time so that the discussion can be tailored to 
their needs. Vivian noted the importance of breaking 
down the legal requirements and restrictions of the 
planning process into terms that the general public 
can easily grasp. 

5. Update on open 
applications 

Savlan reported that there are no open applications in 
the district. 

 

6. Approval of Committee 
Statement 

The committee statement was presented and no 
changes were suggested. 

Michael moved and 
Vivian seconded the 
motion to approve 
the committee 
statement. The 
motion was 
approved 
unanimously. 

Next regular meeting The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 23, 
2014 - 4:00 p.m. Vivian noted that she has surgery on 
the 22nd and asked if the committee could 
reschedule. The committee rescheduled the meeting 
for October 30th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m.  

 
Minutes taken by: Fiona Simms 


