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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MP

As a member of the Finance Committee, I was extremely
disappointed to learn that all of our hard work would be put on
hold while Parliament was prorogued.

Dear Constituents,
Let me begin by saying, what a summer to remember and
one that I’m sure will go down in history. Although we have
missed out on our usual summer events, it has been a rare
opportunity to safely explore new ways to spend time with
friends and family, learn a new hobby, and allow life to slow
down a little.
COVID-19 has disrupted the ways in which we live our
everyday lives, but I would like to think that it has provided me
the opportunity to spend more time with my constituents,
connecting in new ways. I have appreciated hearing from all of
you over the past few months through emails, phone calls, social
media, and even Zoom meetings.
As Shadow Minister for Small Business and Export
Promotion I have been busy holding the government to account
as they roll out programs intended to help Canadians through
this difficult time.

Amid a global health crisis, multiple ethics violations and
one of the worst economic recessions in decades, the timing
could not have been worse to abandon the country and hinder
the efforts of various committees from finding solutions and
answers.
I want to stress to you that regardless of what is
happening in Ottawa, I am your Member of Parliament and I am
committed to serving my constituents, always. Now is not the
time for the government to retreat, nor is it a reality to run
from. The path forward may look distant, but it is with truth,
transparency and courage that our country will emerge from
this crisis, together.
As always, you can continue to follow my work both in
Ottawa and here in Edmonton Centre at jamescumming.ca

WORKING HARD FOR YOU
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SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS
As the Shadow Minister for Small Business, I know only too well that small
businesses in our community need our support. With our current debt
levels and sluggish economy, we need to unleash the power of the private
sector to generate revenue and grow the economy. You can help by
purchasing products and services from local small businesses. We need to
support our neighbours and the hard-work of small business owners in
Edmonton—Centre.
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SUPPORTING SENIORS
I do understand that the evolving pandemic presents an unprecedented
challenge to the federal government, and all Canadians, and I recognize
how patient our seniors have been during this difficult time. I believe it is
time for the government to step up and take an active leadership role in
protecting our seniors’ physical and financial health, including those that
rely on fixed income such as Old Age Security or the Guaranteed Income
Supplement to get by. While the federal government’s announcement of
the one-time OAS/GIS payment increase which gives a total of $500 to seniors who receive both the Old Age Security pension and the Guaranteed Income Supplement, will help them cover increased costs caused by COVID19, the delay in getting it out the door and into the hands of our seniors has
been distressing.

Photo: Before COVID-19 Pandemic, James visited Tegler
Manor where he listened to the concerns of Seniors and
how he could better support them.

The COVID-19 emergency measures announced by the federal government included a reduction in the required minimum
withdrawals from Registered Retirement Income Funds (RRIFs) by 25 % for 2020. Unfortunately, the problem continues to
remain with the mandatory withdrawal rules for Canadian seniors who hold a RRIF forces seniors, starting at age 71, to withdraw a growing percentage of their tax-protected savings each year – regardless of whether they need or want to withdraw
these funds. This requirement not only punishes seniors by forcing them into higher income brackets and leading to higher
taxes and benefit claw-backs from both provincial and federal levels, but it further hurts them by taking away their ability to
manage their retirement money.
In 2016, my colleague MP Kelly McCauley introduced Private Members’ Bill C-301, which
would have eliminated the forced RRIF withdrawal rules and enabled seniors to take control of their savings. While MP McCauley’s Bill
had support from other Opposition Parties, it
was unfortunately rejected by the Liberals.
The problems with mandatory withdrawals
from RRIFs continue to exist and that’s why
MP Kelly McCauley is again introducing legislation to eliminate this tax rule that discriminates against seniors and I will be co sponsoring.
Canada’s seniors deserve better and I am committed to continuing to speak loud and clear
and their behalf!
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UPDATE ON MY PRIVATE MEMBERS BILL (PMB)
My Private Members Bill, C-229, “An Act To Repeal the West Coast Shipping Ban” was
temporarily delayed because of COVID-19.
I am pleased to announce that my PMB has gone to first reading in the House of Commons. The
Shipping Ban does nothing to protect the environment – it’s simply a ban on pipelines and a ban
on Canadian exports. Capping the amount of oil that can be shipped off of BC’s northern coast
effectively kills the possibility of pipeline expansions to that area, and the ability to increase
exports to new markets.
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