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FIGHTING FOR FAMILY REUNIFICATION
The collateral damage caused by COVID-19 has Canadians
finding themselves separated from their families and loved
ones for months - some who have been waiting on citizenship and sponsorship applications for years.
Family and spousal reunification is something that we
would have never known was “essential” until it was taken
from us. Over the past months we have been standing up
for Canadians separated from their loved ones and calling
on the Trudeau government to take a compassionate approach to reunite families, while ensuring the health and
safety of Canadians.
I am happy to say that our pressure and persistence has
paid off and the government finally announced long overdue changes to border measures that will allow the reunification or travel of certain groups of people separated by
pandemic travel restrictions.

This however is only the beginning in this process. Canada is months behind our allies when it comes to approving and procuring rapid COVID-19 testing devices that are
essential to securing the border and keeping Canadians
safe.
These delays have real impacts on families who have
been separated for months. I could not imagine being separated from my family during this crisis and I will continue to call on the Government to reunite Canadians with
their loved ones.
Please visit www.jamescumming.ca or contact my constituency office at 780-442-1888.

ADVOCATING FOR SENIORS
From health to social isolation, COVID-19
has had a disproportionate impact on
Canada’s seniors. The Throne Speech did
not offer Canada’s seniors, who are
struggling, a clear plan to help them
through the pandemic.
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access to quality and consistent care
throughout the country.

The Throne Speech failed to address the
immediate need in long-term care homes.
It is shameful that the Liberals failed to
respond to the Premiers’ request to
Instead of providing a detailed plan on ensure that health transfers flow to the
how the Government will support seniors, provinces with no strings attached.
the Liberals largely used their Throne
Speech to re-announce past policy The development of national care
commitments that they have failed to standards is positive, but we are in the
deliver. Canada’s seniors deserve better.
middle of a pandemic and Canada’s
seniors living in long-term care cannot
The federal government must work afford to wait for standards to be
with its provincial counterparts while developed at this government’s pace.
also respecting provincial jurisdiction to
ensure that Canada’s seniors have

SHADOW MINISTRY FOR INNOVATION, SCIENCE, & INDUSTRY
As Shadow Minister for Innovation, Science, and Industry, I am meeting with stakeholders, business leaders, and constituents to listen and understand what priorities Canada should focus on to be competitive in our global economy.
Based on these discussions, I have outlined the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure the Government’s promise for accessible and affordable broadband is executed,
Review corporate tax structure policy proposal on large tech/internet companies who operate virtually in Canada,
(and derive Canadians data/advertising),
Develop clear policy regarding online privacy user agreements,
Review effectiveness of Supercluster initiative and ensure there are measurable outcomes,
Develop and propose alternatives that encourage innovation and competitiveness in Canada designed to attract investment vs. direct subsidy, and
Ensure innovation policy results in benefits for Canadians.

While there is a lot of hard work ahead, under the leadership of the Hon. Erin O’Toole, I will continue to hold this Government accountable to ensure you get what you need.

ST. ANDREWS UNITED CHURCH
St. Andrews United Church urban farm is an amazing
community building initiative. For the spring and summer
the Church was able to recruit a student, Jack, through the
Canada Summers Job Grant and put him to work.

Jack is looking forward to another growing season and is
excited to take part in plans to expand the garden. It is
great to see the community coming together to create
something special.

The St. Andrew's urban farm supports the ministry of St.
Andrew's United Church including outreach projects in
Edmonton and Kigali, Rwanda.
The most popular item this past summer was garlic, along
with potatoes and other root vegetables. The urban farm is
a great accomplishment and it continues to bring the
community closer together.
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COMMUNITY RECOGNITION
Do you know someone in your community that is making a
positive difference and is deserving of recognition?
If you know someone in your community that is deserving of recognition for their outstanding contributions, MP James Cumming would
like to know. This can be anyone from your neighborhood, a frontline worker, a local business, or an individual that is always helping
others in your community.
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If you would like to nominate someone or a business for recognition
in MP Cumming’s next newsletter, please send an email to
james.cumming@parl.gc.ca or call 780-442-1888 with the person’s
contact information, and why you feel they deserve to be recognized.
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TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK!
What matters to you most? Please circle your response.
Affordable Cell Service
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Affordable Internet
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important

Photo: “the main reason I wanted to get into public
life is to create hope and opportunity for future
generations” - Grandpa James

Support for Homelessness
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Lowering Taxes
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Protecting Free Speech
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Legislation on Assisted Dying
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Removing GST on Heating Bills
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Other ____________________________
Very Important / Somewhat Important / Not Important
Name:

___________________________________________________________

Postal code: ___________________________________________________________
Photo: Between meeting with constituents, Question Period,
and virtual votes in the House of Commons, sometimes James
has to get creative.

Email:

____________________________________________________________

Phone:

___________________________________________________________

Comments: ___________________________________________________________

COVID-19 ECONOMIC RESPONSE PLAN
On October 12, 2020 the Federal Government opened applications for
new benefits for individuals and families. Along with changes to Employment Insurance (EI), there are 3 new benefits:
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1. Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB) for those not eligible for EI,
2. Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB) for those who
must isolate or have contracted COVID-19 and are unable to work,
and
3. Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) for those that
must care for a child or other family member because schools,
day-cares, or care facilities are closed due to COVID-19.
For more information please visit: www.canada.ca/en/departmentfinance/economic-response-plan or jamescumming.ca.
Applications are processed through Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).
Apply online through CRA My Account or by phone: 1-800-9592019 or 1-800-959-2041.
If you have any concerns and need some assistance, please contact my
staff at james.cumming@parl.gc.ca or 780-442-1888.
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