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THANK YOU CONSTITUENTS
Dear Constituents,
As the year draws to a close, it’s a time for reflection. This
past year has been difficult for all of us, there is no doubt
about that. Our way of doing business, going to school, celebrating milestones and staying connected has changed
drastically, and yet we have managed to adapt to new ways
of doing things.
Scientists around the world are working very hard to produce a vaccine and they are making great headway. It’s important however, that until Canada has a vaccine and in the
position of distribution, we continue to take the necessary
precautions to control the spread of COVID19.
Over the course of the last year, I have welcomed your
thoughts and opinions on the issues that are important to
you. Thank you for all your suggestions and feedback.
When I ran for election, I gave each of you the promise that
I was committed to fighting for you. I am proud of the work
we have accomplished so far.

Our work however is not finished and under the leadership of the Hon. Erin O’Toole I will work hard to hold this
government accountable.
In closing, I would like to take this time to wish each of
you a safe and happy holiday season. May 2021 bring with
it joy and brighter days.

OUR PLAN FOR A WORKER-LED ECONOMIC RECOVERY
Reform taxes and benefits to reward hard
work

Ramp up COVID-19 testing capacity and
methods

Stabilize debt and spending to protect
our safety net and tax-payers

Become more self reliant by producing more
PPE and medical equipment in Canada

Promote an economic environment to
support and grow small business

Support recovery in hard-hit sectors like
the airline and tourism industries

Encourage and promote Canadian
exports

Create pathways to get our resources,
services and products to market

*For more information on these points email me at jamescumming@parl.gc.ca

CONSERVATIVE MOTION PUTS SMALL BUSINESS FIRST
As the MP for Edmonton Centre, I have met with many small business owners and appreciate their concerns
and frustrations. I understand the hard work and long hours that must be put into their businesses and know
what resources they need and deserve from our Government.
I am very happy to say that on November 4th, we passed a motion in Parliament securing more help for small
businesses harmed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The hard work on this motion results in the Government now
having to pause their audits on small businesses until June 2021.
Today there are tens of thousands of businesses in Canada that aren’t getting the help they need – at a time
when Canada already has the highest unemployment in the G7. I am committed to calling on the Government
to provide additional flexibility in the Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy, the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy,
and other support programs.
Under the Leadership of Hon. Erin O’Toole, we will always stand up for workers and entrepreneurs across Canada, and we will ensure that they get the support they need to weather this pandemic. We believe that no one
should be left behind.

Photo: James and Hon. Erin O’Toole,
Leader of the Official Opposition in the
HOC Chamber in Ottawa

Photo: James visiting the site of Canterbury Foundations new Assisted Living
Facility currently under construction

MP’s BILL SUPPORTS ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
On November 2nd, I re-introduced my Private Members Bill C-229, an Act to Repeal some Shipping Restrictions. When COVID hit, it was all-hands-on-deck and
my Private Members Bill was put on the shelf, but I am just as excited to reintroduce it because now more than ever, we need to help our oil and gas sector.
Canada’s Oil and Gas industry has been repeatedly attacked by this Government
and it was looking like every attempt of getting oil out of Alberta was being
choked – whether pipeline or ship.
Canada currently has the highest unemployment rate among G7 countries, and by
the end of year Canada will be over $1.2 trillion in debt and our economy lags in
productivity and innovation.
In Poet William Blake’s Songs of Innocence he writes “How can the bird that is born
for joy, sit in a cage and sing?” and to that merit I ask – “How can a country with the ability to raise the economic
wellbeing of all, allow our resources to go to waste?
Private sector innovation is what is going to lead us into the future and provide us with the technology we need
to shift to global sustainability. Our country was blessed with an abundance of natural resources, an abundance
that can make all of us prosperous beyond our wildest dreams.

MY OFFICE IS HERE TO SERVE YOU
It’s been a busy year for my constituency staff. While we are working
hard to reunite families and update constituents on their family’s immigration status, we have noticed that applications are often delayed
past their expected processing time.
Most recently, we have noted that many constituents in the Ethiopian
community are highly concerned for the safety of friends and family in
Ethiopia. My team is consistently following up with the latest developments from Immigration and advising constituents to the best of our
ability.
PHOTO: I am so thankful to welcome

another healthy and beautiful granddaughter into our family.

Many constituents are frustrated at the difficulty of reaching CRA &
Service Canada. These delays are due to Covid-19 reduced staffing and
backlogs from the shutdown period. If you have any challenges with
these
government
departments
please
email
me
at
james.cumming@parl.gc.ca
From Immigration, to CRA, and Service Canada, my team is with you
and your family as you navigate the unexpected challenges in getting
the resources and information you need.

TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK!
James reading feedback received from constituents
PHOTO:

Do you think the Government should be releasing a budget?
Yes

THANK YOU RESIDENTS
I would like to extend my sincere thanks
for all the feedback and support that I
have received from my newsletters.
Based on your responses, it is clear to me
that you want to get back to work while
keeping your families safe.
The diverse range of feedback which includes disapproval of increased federal
spending, the need for more support for
our seniors, action on climate change, and
concerns regarding the direction the Government is taking with respect to our energy sector, is important for me to have a
good pulse on what the needs of our
community are.
I greatly appreciate your feedback and
again, thank you for your thoughts and
opinions as they help me to better represent you.

No

Maybe

Do you feel that the government has a strong and workable plan
to help the economy recover?
Yes

No

Maybe

Given the current health crisis would you be comfortable with your MP
door-knocking in your community?
Yes

No

Maybe

Do you feel like you have enough opportunities to communicate and
provide feedback to your MP
Yes
Name:

No

Maybe

_________________________________________________________

Postal code: _________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

Comments: _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

IN THE COMMUNITY
On Remembrance Day, I had the pleasure of speaking with
Walter Szwender. Walter joined the fight in WWII when he was
only 17, giving his youth for the world’s freedom.
Looking back at 96-years-old, he told me he is grateful to have
served and to call Canada his home. I can’t wait to catch up
with him in person once we all get through these tough times.
together.

Photo: James posing with Bob & Doug Mackenzie - Brothers
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Photo: James and former MP Laurie Hawn honoring
our Veterans at the Edmonton Cenotaph on Remembrance Day.
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Photo: James visiting with members of the new Veterans Foodbank in Edmonton.
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