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 Scrapping the Carbon Tax:  

A win for small business

Treasury has estimated, on average, 
retail electricity prices should be about 
nine per cent lower in 2014-15 than 
they would have been with a $25.40 
tax on carbon dioxide emissions.

Similarly, retail natural gas prices 
should be around seven per cent 
lower in 2014-15 than they would 
have been under the Carbon Tax.

Scrapping the Carbon Tax will see 
savings passed through the supply 
chain, from transport to refrigeration. 

The Carbon Tax was abolished in July, which is great news 
for local small businesses.

You should ask your suppliers about 
the prices they are charging and how 
they are passing on any cost savings 
from the repeal of the Carbon Tax.

The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission has been given 
extra funding and powers to ensure 
savings are passed onto consumers, 
households and businesses.

Businesses that are concerned can 
contact the ACCC on 1300 303 609  
or via their website.
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A Small Business update from

Senator James McGrath  Stronger Economy. Stronger Business. 

What’s inside... 

Small businesses are the real 
‘engine-room’ of our economy, 
employing almost half the private 
sector work force. 

That is why the Coalition Government 
is committed to helping small business 
and family enterprises get a better deal 
from government. 

We have already started to reduce 
business costs by scrapping the Carbon 
Tax and cutting red tape to create the 
right environment for small businesses 
to grow and prosper.

I want to continue the conversation and 
ensure that all small businesses in the 
Sunshine Coast have the opportunity 
to help the Government get rid of 
unnecessary, time-wasting red tape.

Please complete my Red Tape 
Reduction Survey and make a difference 
for local small businesses.

Senator James McGrath 
Senator for Queensland

 A message fromJames

Consider coming to my 
upcoming Small Business 
Forum in November. 

(For more information  
please refer to the back  
of this Newsletter.)

Payments can be made online via: www.trybooking.com/GDCL
Numbers strictly limited. Please register interest for future events, if unable to attend this one.

Monday 17 November 2014
7am to 8.30am

Red Bridge Motor Inn
380 Nambour Connection Road (cnr Diddillibah Road)  

Woombye, Sunshine Coast (Nambour) 

SMALL BUSINESS
RED TAPE REDUCTION FORUM

You are invited to attend a

SENATOR

JAMES 
McGRATH

Senator for Queensland

Cost:  $25 per person (full breakfast included) 

RSVP:  Tuesday 11 November 2014 (Bookings essential)

  email senator.mcgrath@aph.gov.au or phone 07 5441 1800  
  or mail to PO Box 772, Nambour QLD 4560



 Repealed the Carbon Tax

 Established the $484 million 
Entrepreneurs’ Infrastructure 
Programme 

 Introduced the Restart 
Programme, providing an 
incentive of up to $10,000 to 
employers who hire long-term 
unemployed workers over 50

 Changed tax thresholds saving 
businesses $56 million a year in 
red tape

 Established a Small Business 
Superannuation Clearing House 
within the ATO

 Implemented a dedicated small 
business support line within Fair 
Work Australia

 Introduced changes so 
government agencies pay all 
small business bills within 30 
days or pay interest

 Established the Safer Streets 
Programme with more CCTVs 
to make our streets and areas 
around business safer

 Improved small business 
access to Commonwealth 
contracts

Delivering on  
our commitments

We’re taking pressure off businesses to grow 
the economy and create more jobs. 

– Senator James McGrath                            

Help is at hand for local small business
The Australian Government provides 
multiple avenues of assistance and 
support for small business. 

I’d encourage you to make use of the 
helplines and explore the programmes 
available at business.gov.au to help 
grow and strengthen your business. 

An Economic Action Strategy to deliver  
long-term growth

The previous Labor Government left 
Australia with a record $667 billion in 
projected debt. 

To service Labor’s debt the Government 
is currently borrowing $1 billion every 
month to pay back the interest. And 
this will grow to $3 billion a month in 
10 years if nothing is done.

We’re reducing Australia’s 
unsustainable debt now to build a 
stronger, more prosperous economy – 
with lower taxes and more opportunities 
for small businesses.

The Abbott Government 
is committed to reducing 
government debt and 
getting the nation’s finances 
under control.

Cutting red tape for small business 

For 32,500 small businesses this 
means they will no longer have to 
lodge a Business Activity Statement 
where there is no GST payable.

Another 340,000 small businesses, 
which are currently required to submit 
a BAS statement but have minimal 
income, will now be exempted from 
the pay-as-you-go requirements. 

As well, small businesses with 
government contracts that have 
not been paid within 30 days will 
automatically receive interest on their 
invoices without having to apply for it.

The Abbott Government is determined 
to cut $1 billion a year in red and 
green tape costs. 

The Abbott Government repealed more than 10,000 pieces of 
redundant regulation and legislation during its first Repeal Day in 
March. This will result in over $700 million in compliance savings.

Small business benefits from repeal of the Carbon Tax
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 Cheaper electricity         Lower costs         Stronger consumer confidence

 A more competitive Australia
Scrapping the carbon tax will make Australian  
businesses more internationally competitive.

 More consumer spending power
Scrapping the carbon tax will make households on 
average, around $550 a year better off, giving them  
more to spend and more confidence.

 Cheaper gas and electricity
Scrapping the carbon tax will reduce pressure  
on electricity and gas prices.

 Lower input costs
Scrapping the carbon tax will see savings passed right 
through the supply chain, from transport to refrigeration, 
where the carbon tax has unfairly hit businesses.

Business.gov.au 13 28 46 

Austrade 13 28 78

Fair Work Ombudsman Small  
Business Priority Helpline 13 13 94

Australian Taxation Office ato.gov.au

Department of Communications Digital 
Business digitalbusiness.gov.au 

We’re reducing Australia’s unsustainable debt to 
build a stronger, more prosperous economy.


