
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Leader – Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
Locked Bag 5022 
Parramatta NSW 2124 

 
 

Friday 11th September 2020 
  
Dear Project Leader, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy. 

As the Member for Balmain in the NSW Parliament my electorate includes parts of Ultimo, 
Wentworth Park and Blackwattle Bay, all of which have been designated as “sub-precincts” in the 
proposed strategy. Additionally, future planning for adjacent areas within my electorate including 
the Glebe, Forest Lodge, Annandale and Rozelle foreshores, along with the White Bay precinct could 
be significantly impacted by this strategy if it is approved and the proposed zoning changes are 
implemented. 

I note that members of the communities I represent have raised some serious concerns with the 
proposal and I offer the following comments in response to the draft strategy: 

10 Directions 

1 – Jobs and industries of the future. Mandating more high-rise development is not the way to 
deliver connected and prosperous communities. Successful neighbourhoods must be measured by 
more than the number of jobs and the type of economic growth they might generate during 
construction. The generation of jobs and economic growth is the wrong metric to underpin 
successful community and city building. Sadly, it seems clear this project is about providing cover for 
the various large scale developments rather than bringing innovative employment opportunities to 
our community. 

2 – Development that complements or enhances the area. The proposal refers to “new or upgraded 
buildings that fit with the peninsula’s evolving strategy” however building heights of 51 storeys (The 
Star and Harbourside), 45 storeys (Blackwattle Bay), and up to 70 storeys (UTS Ultimo) are 
completely out of character with the area and are not supported by existing greenspace, facilities or 
infrastructure. The only evolving strategy is one to ensure these developments can proceed 
regardless of the views of the community or the capacity of the area to carry such a development. 

3 – Centres for residents, workers and visitors. Delivering “attractive centres for a variety of people” 
will be of little value if substantial overdevelopment is allowed to occur across Blackwattle Bay or if 
The Star is redeveloped into a gigantic tower as proposed. An example of this is that there is no 
proposed social housing in these projects. So it may provide centres for wealthy residents but 
actively seeks to exclude low income residents from our community. The imposition of inappropriate 
development brings overwhelming traffic, poor amenity, and lacking public space. Our area is 
already massively underserviced by public space for example and this plan is inadequate to even 
meet the unmet demand let alone take up the proposed density.  



4 – A unified planning framework Barangaroo and the dozens of state significant developments that 
are approved contrary to planning rules, especially within the City of Sydney,  have left the 
community with little confidence that any new planning rules will be applied fairly. The process by 
which this ‘strategy’ has been developed is a case in point. Rejigging planning laws in response to the 
rejection of the Star Casino’s gambling hotel makes it clear that this plan is about delivering on that 
agenda and has very little to do with developing a unified planning framework. 

5 – A tapestry of greener public spaces and experiences. Park land and open space is in very high 
demand for passive and active recreation in these inner city locations but the strategy dramatically 
under-delivers. Greenspace and parks must be returned to the City of Sydney along with adequate 
funding to ensure their upkeep and upgrades as required. The return of the greyhound racing facility 
at Wentworth Park would not make up for the massive under provision of sporting and community 
infrastructure. 

6 – Creativity, culture and heritage. Ensuring the affordability of spaces is critical for cultural and 
creative enterprises to flourish. The push for higher density tower construction and private 
ownership does not lend itself to this end. The Powerhouse Museum needs to be adequately funded 
to ensure it has the budget and staffing it requires to be a world class facility. 

7 – Making it easier to move around. A strong focus on active transport links and way-finding is 
supported. The addition of a metro station and light rail service upgrades must be considered with 
current capacity and limitations in mind, not simply used as justification for the proposed significant 
increases in development density. 

8 – Building now for a sustainable future. A more ambitions tree canopy target is required, noting 
that 25% falls well behind the targets for other Council in the inner Sydney area. There must also be 
a strong focus on improving water quality in the area of the Precinct and environmental 
performance for precincts around the foreshore. These need to be developed with ambitious and 
accountable targets in all areas including building construction and ongoing environmental 
performance.  

9 – Great homes that can suit the needs of more people. The provision of social and affordable 
housing needs to be a focus on this development. Much of this land earmarked for development is 
public land owned by the people of NSW which I am strongly of the view should not be privatised for 
wealthy people to buy waterfront multimillion dollar apartments. Areas of this land may merit 
development but ensuring that open public space comes first and a commitment to social and 
affordable housing should be at the heart of the project. 

10 – A collaborative voice. I note that submissions from the wide range of community groups were 
generally ignored in the development of this strategy. The government has chosen to use the Draft 
Economic Development Strategy as the key pillar for this project, contrary to strong community 
feedback. I urge the Project Team to take further proactive steps to ensure organisations 
representing grass-roots community interests, as well as the City of Sydney, are meaningfully 
included in the process from here. 

Five Big Moves 

1 – A world class harbour foreshore walk. The foreshore walk must not become harbourside version 
of Pitt Street Mall or Barangaroo where semi-private space is overwhelmed by adjacent retail and 
hospitality precincts. There needs to be significant greenspace buffers between the walk and the 
built form.  

2 – A vibrant 24 hour cultural and entertainment destination. The needs of residents must be 
balanced against the impacts of 24 hour operations and the strategic plan should ensure the 



interests of the two will not be pitted against one another in future, as has happened in other areas 
around the western harbour foreshore. 

3 – Connect to the Metro. The addition of a metro station must not simply be used as justification 
for proposed significant increase in residential development. 

4 – Low carbon high performance precinct. It is hard to see how this will be achieved given what the 
strategy has proposed. Huge towers require a great deal of carbon-intensive construction materials 
and the widespread demolition of existing buildings. Explicit ambitious targets will be required 
across the project.  

5 – More and better activated public space. More is required as the return of Wentworth Park and 
the tiny overshadowed park in Blackwattle hardly even addresses the already under provision of 
open and greenspace in the area. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with my 
office on (02) 9660 7586 should you wish to discuss this further. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jamie Parker MP 
Member for Balmain 


