
 

 

 

The Honourable Mélanie Joly, PC, MP 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 

July 31, 2017 

Dear Minister Joly: 

As the Member of Parliament for Vancouver East, I would ask you to set aside or refer back to 
the CRTC for reconsideration decisions 2017-143, 2017-144, 2017-145, 2017-146, 2017-149, 
2017-150 and 2017-151 pursuant to subsection 28(1) of the Broadcasting Act. I want to add my 
voice to those of my constituents concerned about the survival of our culture on our screens. 

On May 15, 2017, the CRTC granted the licence renewals for the English- and French-language 
television groups Rogers Media Inc., Corus Entertainment Inc., Groupe V Média inc. and Bell 
Media Inc. These decisions directly attack the vitality of our cultural ecosystem and are 
inconsistent with the flagship objectives of Canadian broadcasting policy in terms of respecting 
and preserving linguistic duality and regarding expenditures on programs of national interest 
(PNI).  

In Canada, in both the short- and long-term, reducing the minimum requirements for 
broadcasters’ expenditures on producing PNIs will adversely affect the number of choices 
available to consumers and producers. The innovation and production of varied, high-quality 
programs, as well as opportunities to promote Canada’s unique image to the world, are 
undermined. PNIs are important for our culture. Their mission is to cultivate and enhance our 
cultural sovereignty and national identity with viewers here and around the world.  

Broadcaster expenditures on PNIs generate financial support from many other sources. Reducing 
them will mean a $189 million decrease in activity in the independent production sector over the 
next year and the loss of more than 3,900 good full-time jobs, according to an independent study 
recently conducted for the Canadian Media Producers Association (CMPA). 

The negative impact of these decisions is even more pronounced when considered in the context 
of the entire five-year licence term for broadcasters. During this period, the reduction in 
broadcaster expenditures will lead to a $911 million decrease in independent production of PNIs 
across the country, resulting in a drop of more than $1.1 billion in support from the film sector to 
Canada’s gross domestic product (GDP). In concrete terms, independent Canadian producers 
will make 704 fewer hours of PNIs.   

Lowering the requirements that accompany television licences threatens all aspects of our 
cultural ecosystem. With the new conditions for television licences announced by the CRTC that 



 
 

 

cut the compulsory spending of major media companies on Canadian and French programming, 
our cultural industries are preparing for severe funding cuts. They have unanimously denounced 
these decisions. 

The CRTC’s decisions go against the cultural policy objectives, which are to promote and 
support our culture, a symbol of our collective wealth. Even if Canada had the best export 
cultural strategy in the world, it would be dead in the water if original content is no longer 
produced in both official languages. This original content has been protected by the CRTC since 
the 1970s, but it may die in 2017 because of the CRTC and the government’s complicity. 

Therefore, I would ask you to set aside the CRTC’s decisions on the renewal of the 
French-language and English-language television licences or to refer them back to the CRTC for 
reconsideration so that the independent television sector—in both official languages—can 
prosper and contribute to the country’s economic and cultural growth. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Jenny Kwan  
Member of Parliament for Vancouver East  
NDP Critic for Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship  
NDP Critic for Multiculturalism  

 

 


