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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 25, 2016 
 

BAY AREA MAYORS RESPOND 

COLLECTIVELY TO TRUMP 

ADMINISTRATION IMMIGRATION 

POLICY 

 

Today, the mayors of the Bay Area’s three largest cities, 
Oakland, San Francisco and San Jose, and the City of 
Berkeley spoke out against President Trump’s executive 
order on immigration. They reaffirmed their commitment to 
working together to address the many challenges the 
region faces from growing income inequality, lack of 
affordable housing, better education outcomes, job 
creation and transportation infrastructure improvement. 
 
Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguín, San Francisco Mayor Ed 
Lee, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and Oakland Mayor 
Libby Schaaf also vowed to take a regional approach to 
combat the impacts of any threatened cuts in federal 
funding that would adversely affect the nearly two and half 
million residents of diverse backgrounds who reside in 
their cities. 

--- 
 

“The Bay Area stands united against this White House’s 
morally bankrupt policies that would divide families, turn 
our nation’s back on refugees in need, and potentially 
thwart the efforts of nearly one million productive young 
people who are on a legal path to citizenship. Oaklanders 
rely on $130 million in federal funding for everything from 
early education programs like Head Start to getting 
officers out of their cars and onto our streets at a time 
when community policing is so desperately needed. We 
will not allow this president to play politics with our safety 
and security.” – Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf 
 
“Nothing about the President’s Executive Order will 
change how San Jose cops police our city. The San Jose 
Police Department’s longstanding policies relating to 
immigration enforcement are critical to keeping our 
community safe. Our police officers must focus their 
scarce time responding to and investigating violent, 
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predatory and other high-priority crimes – not the 
enforcement of federal tax laws, federal securities laws, or 
federal immigration laws. There’s a broad consensus 
among major city police chiefs that having local officers 
meddle in federal immigration enforcement undermines 
public safety, and diminishes community trust. We need to 
ensure that all residents feel comfortable calling 911, 
reporting crimes, coming forward as witnesses, and 
testifying in court to help us keep criminals off the street.” 
– San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo 
 
“The Bay Area is home to millions of people who have 
sought refuge and a chance at a better life. As mayors, we 
stand together in our responsibility to keep our cities safe 
and healthy and take care of all our residents and families, 
regardless of status. We will not give in to threats, or 
political grandstanding. Together, the Bay Area will stay 
true to our values of inclusiveness, compassion and 
equality, and united against any and all efforts to divide 
our residents, our cities, and our country.” – San 
Francisco Mayor Ed Lee  
  
“Our values of human rights, equity, and inclusion have 
come under attack by the Trump Administration. In just two 
days, Trump has pushed a divisive wall, stripped our 
citizens of civil liberties, and cut funding to cities that have 
the courage to stand up for all people – whether or not they 
are legal citizens. We will not be intimidated by threats to 
cut funding to cities that believe in the fundamental notion 
that no person is illegal. No amount of federal funding is 
worth betraying our values.” – Berkeley Mayor Jesse 
Arreguín 
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