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Motion, Item 1a: 

Create a City Council Subcommittee: to review the City’s involvement in Urban Shield, and to ultimately 

determine whether the City should continue to participate in Urban Shield and to present alternative 

programs that better reflect the values of Berkeley’s citizens. The subcommittee will be comprised of 

four Councilmembers including the Mayor. 

Refer to the Subcommittee all the proposed Subcommittee actions recommended by Councilmembers 

Davila/Harrison, Worthington, and the following tasks: 

Key tasks regarding Urban Shield will include, but not be limited to: 

 Reviewing Urban Shield scenarios in the past 3-5 years, as well as current and upcoming 

scenarios, and scoring procedures 

 Attend and observe Urban Shield exercises 

 Attend and observe Urban Shield vendor Expo 

 Attend and review keynote speakers, workshop topics, and materials of past, current, and 

planned exercises and expos 

 Observing or participating in Supervisor Carson’s community task force on Urban Shield, 

reviewing of reports generated by this group. 

 Researching other training opportunities that the Berkeley Police Department might 

participate in, either domestic or international, and consider whether BPD could work with 

police from other progressive cities to create specialized training 

 Contacting other Northern California jurisdictions that do no participate in urban Shield 

exercises, to understand why they do not participate and how and where they obtain 

relevant training. These include, but are not limited to: 

o All Police Departments of Sonoma, Napa, and Marin Counties, except for the City of 

Novato 

o The City of Santa Cruz 

o The City of Palo Alto, 

o And many others 

 Undertake any other research and investigation necessary to help inform the subcommittee 

about the nature of Urban Shield exercises and any possible elements that might go 

contrary to the City of Berkeley’s values of community policing, nondiscrimination, and 

respect for human and civil rights. 

 Report and recommend to Council regarding Urban Shield. The report and 

recommendations should answer questions including, but not limited to: 

o How does Urban Shield contribute to or detract from public safety and the safety of 

police and firefighters and other medical and law enforcement personnel? 



 

 

 

o What are the benefits and costs of participation in Urban Shield? Are there any 

specific elements that are commendable or objectionable, given Berkeley’s values 

and needs? 

o Does Berkeley’s participation in the program positively influence or enhance Urban 

Shield, and how might the city’s positive impact be enhanced in the future, should 

Berkeley continue to participate?  

o Does Berkeley’s participation support or run contrary to Berkeley’s values or 

interests, and how or why might the city’s involvement be continued, enhanced, 

limited or ended if this is the case? 

o What other training opportunities are available for the Berkeley Police Department 

and other first responders? 

 Develop plan for alternative trainings and for a potential partial or full withdrawal from 

Urban Shield in the future 

 


