
Recount Observer Guide and Report Form – Electronic Voting Machines 

 

Before you arrive: Please try to arrive at the recount 15 minutes early. Pack some snacks and a bottle of 

water, and wear comfortable shoes, as you may be on your feet for long stretches. Bring a notepad and 

pen; if you are planning to take notes on your phone or to record video, please bring your phone charger. 

When you arrive: Introduce yourself to the other observers and the people from the Board of Elections 

running the recount. Take note of any other campaigns who are represented there, and any media. We 

would prefer that, instead of commenting on the record yourself, you refer reporters to 

press@jill2016.com.  

If you encounter resistance to your presence: The law states that any watcher present at any recount of 

ballots or recanvass of voting machines shall be entitled to examine . . . the voting machine and to raise 

any objections regarding the same, which shall be decided by the county board, subject to appeal, in the 

manner provided by this act.”  25 P.S. 2650(c) 

Before the recount begins (in a county that uses electronic voting machines): Demand a forensic audit. 

If there is a Stein lawyer present, the lawyer will make this argument. If not, you should press this point 

BEFORE the recount begins. Ask to speak to the person running the recount.  

Here are the points you should emphasize: 

1) The Board has the power to conduct a meaningful recount. According to the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court, “In the computation of the vote, [the Board’s] functions are not limited to those 

of a humanized adding machine.” Counting and recounting votes are “acts of discretion.” Appeal 

of McCracken, 370 Pa. 362, 365 (1952). Boards of Elections around the state, including in Lehigh 

County and Philadelphia, have recognized over the past several days that they have discretion in 

deciding how to conduct a recount. In other words, they have the authority to decide to grant a 

full forensic review. 

2) The Board has a duty to carefully inspect the voting machines. One of the statutory duties of the 

Board/Commission is “to inspect systematically and thoroughly the conduct of . . . elections in the 

several election districts of the county to the end that primaries and elections may be honestly, 

efficiently, and uniformly conducted.” 25 P.S. 2642(g). The Board has also has the power, under 

the same law, “to investigate election frauds, irregularities and violations of this act.”  

3) Just recanvassing electronic voting machines accomplishes very little. It’s like getting a second 

opinion from the same doctor. Pushing a button to produce an electronic report of results will spit 

out the same results as the initial tally, drawn from the same software and same memory cards. 

What we are looking for is confirmation that same software and those memory cards are actually 

secure and uncompromised. 

4) We need an audit to make sure votes were counted properly. Leading experts agree that these 

voting machines don’t provide enough security against cyberattacks. They are susceptible to 

viruses that can steal votes. A leading expert in this field, J. Alex Halderman, has explained that 

every type of machine used in Pennsylvania “has been examined by security researchers and all 

have critical security vulnerabilities that could be exploited by attackers to alter the outcome of 

elections.” (See his detailed affidavit included here – which is an expanded and more detailed 

version of the affidavit that accompanied the petitions, and which describes each of the voting 

machines used in PA.) 

 



5) We are ready for a forensic audit. The Jill Stein Campaign has retained a national team of 

leading computer experts. They are ready and willing at a moment’s notice to conduct a 

sophisticated analysis of the voting machines to ensure that they have not been compromised. 

We can provide these experts to the Board, and they can work under the Board’s supervision. 

The campaign can pay for all of the work. 

 

6) The Election Code doesn’t prevent a forensic audit. Election officials may claim that a section of 

the Election Code, 25 P.S. § 3154(e), prevents them from doing this. That is wrong. For a 

recanvass of old-fashioned manual voting machines, the Election Code says that the Board 

should re-check the machine counters. For electronic voting machines, the Election Code says 

that the Board should do something “similar.” Here, all we are asking is to check that the 

machines are in good working order—that they are running the software they are supposed to 

run. That’s “similar” to rechecking the counter on an old-fashioned voting machine. 
 

(Also) before the recount begins: Demand a hand count of paper ballots. In counties that use paper 

ballots with optical scanners—electronic machines that read the ballots and tally the votes—the recount 

must be conducted differently than the original count. The best way to accomplish this is to count votes 

by hand. Even in counties that use electronic voting machines, provisional, military, and other ballots are 

submitted in paper and should be recounted by hand. 

During the recount: Be polite and take lots of notes (including on the form below). 

Assuming they refuse to allow a forensic evaluation of the voting machines, there is little substantive 

information to be gleaned through the “recounts” of the machines. But there are a few things to insist on: 

1) Compare the vote totals on the machine print-outs for each precinct with the total number of voters 

who signed the book, and log any discrepencies. There likely may be one or two discrepencies, but 

please make note of them, especially if there are more votes tallied by the machines than voters who 

signed the book. Make sure they are reading the machine tallies off of the original print-outs and not 

new print-outs generated during the recount. 

2) Demand a hand recount of all paper ballots. 

Absentee, provisional, military, and federal-only ballots are all paper (optical scan) ballots, and each 

precinct will have a relatively large number of all of these. You should firmly request that these ballots be 

recounted by hand, and not simply run through the optical scanner. You can cite 25 P.S. § 3154(e)(3), 

which governs recounts of paper ballots and states that, during a recount/recanvass, the ballots shall be 

counted using “a different type [of counting mechanism] used for the specific election.” Since these 

paper ballots were originally counted by optical scan, you should insist that they be recounted by hand.  

(a) If they refuse to allow a recount by hand: Insist that ONE precinct be re-counted by hand and 

fed through the scanner, and if the totals match, then they can use that scanner to recount the 

other precincts. If they want to use more than one scanner, you should insist that all scanners 

be tested in this way (with a manual count first and then checked against the scanner).  

(b) For any ballots counted by hand: You should parnter up with the other Stein observer so that 

one of you is directly looking at the ballots and the other is making the tally; it is difficult (and 

slow) to look at the ballot and tally at the same time.  

After the recount: Take notes of what happened (using the attached form) and email them to your county 

captain or to Aquene. 



2016 PENNSYLVANIA RECOUNT PRECINCT REPORT 
 

 
Your Name __________________________________  Your Phone ____________________ 
 
 
Your email address ____________________________________________________________  
 
 
 Precinct Location or Number ___________________________ County ________________ 
 
 
Date(s) of Recount ____________________ Start time ___________  End time ___________ 
 
 
Voting system used where you observed (circle all that apply): 
 
 ES&S iVotronic touchscreen Diebold / Premier touchscreen Danaher 1242  
 
Sequoia AVC Advantage  Hart / Intercivic eSlate    Sequoia AVC Edge 
 
ES&S M100 Scanner  ES&S M650 Scanner  Hart / Intercivic eScan 
 
Automark Ballot Marking Device   Other (please specify) ____________________________ 
 
 
List the names of the officials conducting the recount and titles (if possible.) Please also note 
any voting machine company representatives that were present.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

List the steps the County Board of Elections will do to conduct this recount: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



In paper ballot counties, what method will be used to recount the ballots (check one) 
 
__________ Hand count  _________ Scanner 
 
 
BEFORE THE RECOUNT, Check the following: 
 
Total number of voters listed in the Numbered List of Voters ________________ 
 
Total on the Public Counter ________________ 
 
Total of Absentees Ballots counted ________________ 
 
Total of Provisional Ballots counted ________________ 
 
Overall total number of voters (from unofficial or official results) ________________ 
 

FOR THE RECOUNT: 

Did the county print out or examine the results totals from the county’s election results 

server (computer?)   ________ YES ________ NO 

 

Did the county print out or examine aggregate results totals from each precinct? (these 

would be taken from flash cards, disks, cartridges, or “PEBs” and would contain all 

results from all machines at one precinct.)  ________ YES ________ NO 

 

Did the county print out or examine results totals for individual voting machines? 

________ YES ________ NO 

 

What comparisons of data did the county perform during the recount? (check all that apply) 

__________ County main server with individual machine tapes 

__________ County main server with precinct result data printout  

__________ Individual machine tapes with precinct result data printout 

__________ Hand count results (paper ballots) to scanner results  

Other (please describe) ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Please record the Election Night totals for this precinct (before the recount) if available: 

PRESIDENT      US SENATE 

Dem Clinton _______________    McGinty _______________ 

Rep Trump _______________    Toomey _______________ 

Lib Johnson _____________    Clifford ________________ 

Grn Stein _______________   

Con Castle ______________ 

 

Please record the totals for this precinct AFTER the recount: 

PRESIDENT      US SENATE 

Dem Clinton _______________    McGinty _______________ 

Rep Trump _______________    Toomey _______________ 

Lib Johnson _____________    Clifford ________________ 

Grn Stein _______________   

Con Castle ______________ 

 

RESULTS CHANGED? ________ YES ________ NO 

If yes, please describe the discrepancies _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

If there was a discrepancy, did the county compare the number of ballots on the machine tapes 
with the Numbered List of Voters? 
 
__________ YES __________ NO 



If there was a discrepancy, did the county compare the number of ballots on the machine tapes 
with the pollbooks? 
 
__________ YES __________ NO 
 
 
Please describe any other efforts to resolve the discrepancy. Please also indicate whether the 
discrepancy was resolved, and how: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Will the county publish a list of all discrepancies and the resolutions of those discrepancies?  
 
__________ YES __________ NO 
 
 
Does the county have any plans to print and examine the audit logs from its voting machines?  
 
__________ YES __________ NO 
 
 
Were any votes, ballots, or totals rejected by the County? __________ YES __________ NO  
 
Reason for rejection: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Were any votes or ballots challenged?  __________ YES __________ NO  
 
Reason for challenge: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If not reported earlier, please describe County’s plans / process for reporting results of recount, 
and describe process for deciding challenges: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT: Please write up a diary or narrative of your experience on another sheet of 

paper and attach. Also, it would be wonderful if you could have someone record a video 

of your recollections and thoughts about this experience immediately after leaving the 

recount (perhaps you could film this in front of the courthouse?) 




























