
Notes from Recount 2016  Camille 
Friday 12/2/2016 at 1pm
4700 Wissahickon Ave (warehouse E&F)  This is the warehouse where the machines are stored 
and serviced between elections. 

Today we observed the data dump from the voting machines used in Philadelphia.
The machines used are Danaher Controls ELECTronic 1242

When we arrived we were asked to sign in.

I asked for a forensic audit of the machines.  They said no.

I asked that they open the service panel and let me take a picture of the logic board to ascertain 
that the PROM holding the code had an intact numbered tamper evident seal.  They said no.

The claim was that they needed to get permission from their council because the machines are 
sealed after an election for 30 days.

We were divided into 3 teams, each team examining 25 divisions.  Each party was allowed 
three observers with each team (one for the candidate and two for the party).  The Green party 
observers with my team were Camille Gervasio and Margaret M. Fenerty.

Joe Lynch, Assistant Administrator, was in charge of our team.  He got the printouts from the 
internal memory of the voting machines, labelled the printouts and sorted them into one envelope 
per division.  Joe also supervised getting the printouts from the cartridges, which were all done at 
once for all 75 divisions.

Mike Orth, Group Leader, help Joe find the extra machines for divisions that use three or four 
machines. He also helped with the data dump from the cartridges.

Jason Elliott, Trades Helper, assisted with the data dump from the cartridges and compiling data 
from the recount.



Each machine had a serial number and a card which lists the 
ward/division that the machine was assigned to.  The same 
machines are used in the same divisions in every election.  
Serial numbers are on the front and back of the machines.  Each 
machine has a private parking space which has the same serial 
number.  The first two machines for each ward/division have 
consecutive serial numbers and hence are parked together.  If a 
third or fourth machine is used, it is parked in another section.

The procedure for printing out from memory was as follows:

A blank cartridge was inserted into the machine from the 
back.  Then the front of the machine was opened and the 
arm was lifted to turn on the power.  This is the same arm 
that holds the curtain.  On the panel on the back of the 
machine, press “technician service required” twice, then 
press 2 then 1.  This causes the machine to print the results 
from its internal memory.

Joe Lynch then labelled the printout with the machine 
number and ward/division number. The printout was put into 
an envelope also labelled with the ward/division and the 
numbers of the machines used in that division. The printout 
had the date that the printout was printed. The arm was then 
lowered to turn off the power.  The door was closed and the 
blank cartridge removed.



For the data dump from the cartridges, all of the cartridges were dumped at the same time.

The cartridges were put into spare machines.  The doors were opened and the arm lifted to power up 
the machine. The code to print from the cartridge was 23. Joe Lynch wrote the cartridge number and 
ward/division on the back of each printout.  When the printing was finished, these were put in the 
same envelope with the printouts from the machines.



They will not be showing us the voter logs (the book where the voters sign in).
They will not be showing us the provisional ballots that were rejected, nor will they tell us how many 
were rejector nor why they were rejected.

They refused to do a forensic audit and refused to let us check that the seal of the PROM was intact.

The only comparisons made were between the printouts from the internal memory and the cartridge 
for each voting machine in the wards/divisions that were recounted.  We did not see any aggregated 
information.

One machine (#23416 for 08/09) had a bent pin where the cartridge is inserted.  They were not able 
to retrieve the data from memory since the machine won’t print without a cartridge in the slot, even 
though it is a blank cartridge and they are printing from memory.  They will confer with their council 
before decided what to do with this one.

All the machines were running on batteries.  One machine (#23389 for 05/08) had a dead battery and 
had to be plugged in.  

The building has very poor physical security.  There is an alarm system, but there are many windows 
both on the walls and the roof of the building.  A professional would not have any issues getting in.

Observations


