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SAFER ROADS AND COMMUNITIES 

BACKGROUNDER 
 
 
HIRING NEW POLICE OFFICERS AND PARAMEDICS 

In the last term of Council alone, the City hired 85 new police officers and 50 
paramedics. With the rapid growth in Ottawa’s population, more resources are required 
to keep crime low and our streets safe. 

If he is re-elected, Jim Watson will hire an additional 56 new paramedics over the next 
four years, in order to keep up with the city’s growth and reduce response times for all 
residents, including in our fast growing suburban and rural areas. The City’s paramedic 
services are cost-shared with the Province (50%), under an effective partnership the 
City is confident will be maintained. 

Mayor Watson will also press the provincial government to change the regulation to 
allow paramedics to leave hospitals faster when patients have been safely handed over 
to another health care professional. 

Jim Watson will also hire an additional 75 police officers, including 15 dedicated to 
community safety and enforcing speeding violations in neighbourhoods. 

 

REDUCING COLLISIONS AND RED LIGHT RUNNING 

Under the leadership of Jim Watson, Council significantly strengthened the Red Light 
Camera Program, targeted at intersections at high risk of collisions by funding the 
installation of 20 new cameras across the city, up from 33 in 2014. The program 
improves intersection safety by deterring and decreasing the incidence of red light 
running. 

To date, this program has generated approximately $5 million annually in revenue, 
which goes to the citywide general account. If he is re-elected, Jim Watson would 
ensure that, starting with the next budget, these funds are reinvested specifically in road 
safety measures and police enforcement efforts. Additionally, in light of recent changes 
to the provincial Highway Traffic Act providing more flexibility to municipalities, Jim 
Watson will seek to install cameras at 20 more intersections over the next four years. 

Since the Red Light Camera program was introduced, we have witnessed a reduction of 
more than 50 percent in dangerous right angle collisions, as well as an overall decrease 
of 43% in injuries. 
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REDUCING SPEEDS AND INCREASING SAFETY ON OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
STREETS 

Jim Watson will also expand the successful Traffic Calming Measures program 
through the Term of Council Strategic Initiative Fund. This funding, which Mayor Watson 
introduced in 2014, is allocated to each councillor to implement traffic calming measures 
in their communities. The councillors work with their community and City staff to identify 
priority roads, crossings and intersections in their ward that could benefit from these 
measures to reduce driving speeds and increase the safety of all pedestrians and 
cyclists. These measures include speed boards, flexible signposts and street markings, 
amongst others. 

If he is re-elected, Watson would increase this funding from $40,000 to $50,000 
annually per ward. This means the citywide budget for traffic calming measures would 
increase from $920,000 to $1,150,000 annually, or from $3.7 million to $4.6 million over 
the term of Council. 

 

STRENGTHENING SUPPORT FOR SAFER ROADS OTTAWA 

In 2011, Jim Watson launched the successful pilot program called Safer Roads Ottawa 
with approximately $75,000 in annual funding. In 2014, the budget allocated to Safer 
Roads Ottawa was increased to $500,000 annually. 

This program selects high-risk intersections for assessment and makes 
recommendations that lead to road safety improvements. It has also formed new 
partnerships between Ottawa Fire, Paramedic, Police Services, Ottawa Public Health 
and Transportation Services, and has successfully increased pedestrian and cyclist 
safety in our neighbourhoods through innovative design solutions, outreach and 
education. 

An example of the impact of the Safer Roads Ottawa program was the introduction of 
four Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR) units, affixed to Ottawa Police 
cruisers. This technology allows officers to scan up to 5,000 license plates per hour, in 
an effort to crack down on stolen vehicles, suspended licenses and unpaid 
infractions. To date, the ALPR units have helped detect more than 3,500 such 
infractions, and have led to fines totaling over $1.3 million. 

If re-elected, Mayor Watson will make the funding for this program permanent and 
sustainable by guaranteeing its funding from revenues generated by the Red Light 
Camera program. 
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INCREASING CHILD SAFETY ON BUSES AND ROADS 

Jim Watson will be working to implement new measures that increase the safety for our 
community’s schoolchildren. This includes the introduction of photo-radar cameras in 
school zones, as well as cameras on school buses, which are currently being pilot 
tested in Toronto.  

Mayor Watson would also fund an additional 40 crossing guards across the city (where 
minimum warrants are satisfied) by 2022, for an additional investment of $1.2 million 
over the next term of Council. The City currently spends $2.4 million annually to fund 
213 crossing guards. 

Jim Watson would also work to increase fines for infractions committed in school zones. 
He would ask City staff to come back to Council with a plan to designate many high-risk 
school zones as Community Safety Zones, which are geographic areas where the rules 
of the road do not change, but infractions automatically result in a doubling of fines for 
drivers caught speeding. 

 
 

 

  


