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Mr. Beers - 

  

I’m writing on behalf of my constituents to ask that DCPS/DGS review and explain to the Ward 6 

community the decision to delay the proposed renovation/expansion of Maury Elementary School 

and expand the scope of school’s modernization.  

  

As you know, Maury ES was awarded $5.8M in the FY16 budget for a six classroom addition. An 

additional $800,000 in unspent FY15 funds was added to the Maury budget by the Mayor and 

Council earlier this summer for renovations to the existing pre-k classrooms bringing the project’s 

budget to approximately $6.6M. On November 19, DCPS/DGS visited Maury to meet with the school 

community and at that meeting the community was informed by DCPS/DGS that the work planned in 

the FY16 budget would not be moving forward. DCPS/DGS also informed that community that the 

scope of the project was being expanded and that a new proposal for a major renovation was being 

developed. Among the few details that were provided was that the goal would be to expand Maury’s 

capacity to over 450 students; no estimated costs were provided. 

  

I am concerned that this decision violates the spirit of the council’s decisions about how to plan and 

fund school renovations as well as whether or not the proposal to expand Maury ES is the best path 

forward to provide the most District students access to a high-quality education from early ed 

through high school.  

  

Specifically, there is concern within the Ward 6 community that the decision to delay and expand the 

project at Maury ES was made without community engagement at Maury and in the wider 

neighborhood and without proper vetting by the Council with regard to impacts on the District’s 

Capital Budget. Within the Maury community there are concerns that the decision to not move 

forward with the planned work in FY16 leaves allocated funds unspent and, given the tight Capital 

Budget and competing budget priorities, the availability of capital funds in future years cannot be 

guaranteed. There are also concerns about how an expanded Maury ES will operate in small 

footprint where parking and play space are already at a premium. 

  

In the immediate community, there are three schools – Miner ES, Payne ES and Eliot-Hine MS – that 

are each significantly under-enrolled and struggling to attract and retain students. The concern 

expressed by parents and community members are that the expansion of Maury will continue to 

draw families away from these neighboring elementary school communities, undermining their 

efforts grow their enrollment. And, while Miner ES’s facilities are in good condition and Payne ES is 

completing its modernization, Eliot-Hine MS remains in need of significant repairs and renovations, 

which could be, again, delayed because of the proposed additional investment in Maury ES. 

  

Specifically, I urge the DCPS / DGS to explain / consider the following before moving forward with the 

expanded project at Maury ES: 

 

1. The cost / benefit of the proposed expanded project at Maury ES and the impact 

on neighboring schools. The proposed project scope will increase Maury’s 

capacity by up to 80 students, to reach 450 students. Is this the best use of our 

city’s limited capital dollars given enrollment challenges at neighboring 

elementary schools? Specific consideration should be given to the need to 
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ensure adequate parking and outdoor play space at a renovated Maury ES and 

the impact on the project scope and budget. 

 

2. Additionally, I urge DCPS explore two specific alternative proposals to an expanded 

Maury ES that would potentially increase access to high-quality seats and better support 

Maury’s destination middle school.  These are: 
 

a. The creation of a cluster between Maury ES and Miner ES. Building off of 

promising practices in Raleigh, NC showing that the consolidation of school 

boundaries has narrowed achievement gaps, this would create a more mixed-

income, diverse educational environment for students while better utilizing 

capacity at both schools. While many details would need to be discussed, a 

scenario where Maury ES served as an Early Ed through Grade 2 school with 3rd 

through 5th grade students attending Miner ES would relieve crowding at Maury 

ES and better utilize excess capacity and the educational infrastructure at Miner 

ES. 

 

b. The use of space at Eliot-Hine MS to relieve crowding at Maury ES or the creation 

of a cluster among Maury ES and Eliot-Hine MS. In this potential scenario, 

Maury’s grades 3-5 could be housed at Eliot-Hine MS [possibly in swing-space 

being considered for Watkins ES in SY16-17]. This option would allow Maury to 

serve more students, albeit on two campuses, until such a time when Eliot-Hine 

MS requires the space and additional funding for a full renovation at Maury ES 

can be obtained through the Council’s funding priority tool. The benefit to the 

community lies in the expansion of Maury ES’s capacity allowing it to serve 

additional students as well as improved access for Maury ES students to Eliot-

Hine MS’s facilities (auditorium, athletic fields, and science labs) as well as the 

development of closer ties between Maury ES and Eliot-Hine MS which could 

encourage more Maury ES students to attend their neighborhood middle school. 

  

I thank you on behalf of my constituents in Ward 6 for your willingness to further the conversation 

about our neighborhood schools and am confident that DCPS will move forward in a manner that 

provides the best educational environment for the most students, respects the public process, and 

provides the greatest impact for our tax dollars. Please let me know how I can further these 

conversations. 

  

Best Regards. 

 
Joe Weedon, Ward 6 Representative 

DC State Board of Education 

  

  

CC:  Kaya Henderson, Chancellor DC Public Schools 

Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education 

Councilmember David Grosso, Chair, Committee on Education  

Councilmember Mary M. Cheh, Chair, Committee on Transportation and the Environment 

Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 

Christopher Weaver, Director of the Department of General Services 

 


