
 

 

The solar panel and 
energizer for the 

electric fence. 

Newsworthy items for November 4, 2016    Board of Commissioners 

 

Goats have come to Elm Creek 

In October, the second phase of a multi-

year vegetation management project 

began at the old nursery site within Elm 

Creek Park Reserve. Phase one included 

the removal of nearly all of the old nursery 

plant material, which never performed well 

due to having been sourced from outside 

of Minnesota. The project was funded by a 

Conservation Partners Legacy Grant, which 

will run through June of 2019. 

  

Phase two involves the use of goats to 

control undesirable vegetation on the site 

and will last roughly 2.5 years. Starting 

this fall the goats will periodically be 

brought in to completely graze the roughly 

35-acre site. The theory is that continued 

browsing will slowly deplete energy 

reserves within the plant’s root systems, 

and (theoretically) kill the plants. There are currently 53 goats 

on-site, all of which are meat goat varieties (either Boer, Boer-

cross, Spanish, Savanna, or similar goat breeds). While an eight-

foot non-electric fence has been installed around the perimeter of 

the site, the goats are contained in smaller “paddocks” by using a 

moveable four-foot solar-powered electric fence. Smaller grazing 

areas allow the goats to graze one location intensively for a 

shorter period of time, thereby 

increasing effectiveness. We will be 

closely monitoring the progress and 

effectiveness of the project.  

 

Highlighted park programs 

Sunday, Nov. 13 — Free Family Fun 

Days: Animals of the Night, Coon 

Rapids Dam Regional Park, 1-3 p.m. 

Drop in anytime! Explore a different 

topic each week through hands-on 

activities that everyone can enjoy at 

their own pace. Children 17 years and 

younger must be accompanied by an 

adult. 

 The project area is shown in red. 



 

 

Monday, Nov. 14 – Homeschool: Technology in Nature – GPS and Digital Nature Photography, 

Baker Near Wilderness Settlement, 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Leave the adults at home and discover 

technology in nature. Produce a framed nature photo and find hidden geocaches using a global 

positioning system (GPS) unit. Equipment provided. Reservations required. 

https://www.threeriversparks.org/events/H/homeschool--technology-in-nature---gps-and-digital-

nature-photography.aspx 
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